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“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 
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Giving and receiving 
 

My oldest brother, Doug, loved giving gifts! When his daughter was young, lived in a city, 

but wanted a pony for Christmas, he bought her a very large stuffed pony that stood about 

as tall as a fully-grown Great Dane. He knew it was not the version of ‘pony’ she wanted, 

and, wanting her to feel the love he was trying to share within the confines of practicality, 

he came up with a plan to boost the excitement of the moment and, hopefully, its deeper 

meaning. Understanding she would be getting up on Christmas morning with one question 

on her heart and mind – “ will I find a pony waiting for me?” – and that for her, the ques-

tion had deeper implications like “am I loved?” and “will I get what I want from life?”, he did 

not put the stuffed pony under the brightly decorated tree, or anywhere else inside the 

house. Instead, around 2 a.m., he climbed up onto the snowy (and quite high) roof to leave 

that gift up next to the chimney. Picturing the details involved and knowing he did not want 

any footprints to reveal his involvement with the gift, he created and also hauled up on to 

that rooftop something to make ‘reindeer’ tracks all over the roof. When morning came, 

his daughter was, as he expected, disappointed to find no pony. He then ‘realized’ that a 

pony would not fit down the chimney, so they bundled up, went outside, and sure enough, 

her pony was there, on the roof, surrounded by unmistakable evidence that reindeer had 

been involved in getting it there. I did not get to see this unfold, but when Doug told the 

story, his love for her and the joy it brought him to see her so excited and happy was pal-

pable. 
 

Can you imagine how different the story would be if Doug’s daughter had left her pony on 

the roof, or, once it was accessible to her, simply put it on display without ever climbing 

onto or naming it? Not all of Doug’s gift-giving was so successful, but he persisted even 

when recipients seemed uninterested in what he gave them. He did not seek favor or es-

teem, the gifts were never a means of purchasing gratitude or love, because the joy for him 

was in the process of recognizing, finding and sharing something that could be useful, unex-

pected and delightful for that particular person. He relished the moment when the gift was, 

at last, placed into the recipient’s hands, but what really satisfied him was when he saw it 

become incorporated into the person’s life or overheard her telling someone else what it 

meant to her. 
 

Doug helps me get a wee glimpse of something that is foundational to my admittedly lim-

ited under-standing of God’s nature and intentions for me and all of us. God, who knows  

(continued next page)  

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

Pastor Terry’s ser-

mons this month are 

based on the book of 

1 John. He encourages 

you to prepare each 

week for worship by 

reading and meditating 

on the Sunday’s scrip-

ture prior to coming 

to church.  
 

August 4 
1 John 1:1-2:11  
 

August 11 

1 John 2:12-29    
 

August 18 

1 John 4  
 

August 25 
1 John 5  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT   
June, 2019 

 

  Income    Expense 

Regular Account     $21,554.96   $19,473.92 

Special Account     $  3,052.66   $  1,816.43 

Memorial Account     $      50.00     $     500.00 

As you can see, we took in more than we spent in June and were able to pay all of our bills and our Conference 

Apportionments.  If you would like a printout to see if you are up to date on your pledge, please contact the 

church office and Lori can print up a statement of giving for the first 6 months of the year. As we are out enjoying 

the summer sun, remember that we continue to have bills to pay at the church.  Thank you for your continued 

financial support of our church’s ministries. 
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(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
 

each of our lives, needs, fears and hopes perfectly, loves to give us gifts which are both generic and very, very indi-

vidually designed and delivered. Not waiting for the rare official, humanly-defined openings for gift-exchanges, my 

experience has been that God seems to lay out the divine gifts well in advance –even from before time began – mak-

ing them available while understanding fully that we might not even notice, much less accept, unwrap or appreciate 

them. While Doug may have doubted his role as gift-giver at times, wondering whether or not he had really found 

the ‘just right’ thing, God knows exactly what all of us need, and in what format and moment each of us is most like-

ly to be ready to truly receive, employ and even appreciate those offerings. Sadly, I am aware that I have probably 

passed by or refused as many divine presents as I have accepted, and have been far less grateful than I could be. Ex-

tending Doug’s experience to my grasp of God’s work in my life, I suspect it is a disappointment to the Trinity when 

their gifts remain unnoticed, unopened or unused. At the same time, recognizing that God is qualitatively, not just 

quantitatively, different from us, I fully trust that God is neither surprised nor angered by my failure to complete the 

transaction.  
 

You see, the God I have come to know through direct experience and biblical revelation has a rather singular focus 

and that is not on correctness or even obedience, but relationship. As both the Life-giver and model for us, God’s 

relational platform is love, expressed in countless ways as the universal, underlying verb. I am convinced I can nei-

ther surprise nor disappoint God, not out of a belief that every aspect of life is programmed by God but because I 

trust that, infinite though they may be, the Holy Three-in-One is aware of and has planned for every single choice I 

could make! As the Ultimate Good Parent, the Father is fully informed by the Son’s human experience of the abso-

lute need to incorporate failure and natural consequences (natural because they are part of the Divine Plan) as es-

sential factors of Life. Love, after all, cannot be forced; it can only be encouraged, elicited, hoped for, and celebrated. 
 

During the month of August, our worship will explore 1 John, a love-infused sermon about relationship. I encourage 

you to read through it weekly throughout the month; at 5 chapters, it is by far the longest of the three epistles that 

extend the theology and message of the gospel of John, but still just 3 or 4 pages in length. As is true of each of the 

sixty-six books of the Bible, it offers gifts and blessings for each of us. May we each and all be alert to what is being 

offered, the better to find the gifts intended for this moment of our lives! 
 

Pastor Terry 

Did You Know?  
 

You can be contributing to our church each time you shop online at thousands of retail-

ers. Please visit UMCmarket.org to learn how it works, and to set up automatic payouts 

to your church, please sign up/in and navigate to Me > Account. 
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         THANK YOU from Mars and Beyond! 
 

Thanks so much to all of the volunteers that supported VBS!  It takes a real dedicated crew 

to put on this program .  We had 60+ kids this year and we again worked with our friends 

from Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church to reach out to the young people of our communi-

ty.  Thank you to all who prayed for us and all who provided snacks.  A special “Thank You” 

to these volunteers from our church!!   
Pastor Terry Hall, Linda Steiner, Dennie Sherman, Sharon Minor, Bridget Perez, Linda Jones, 

Lori Flores, Chris Flores, Dianne Ramsey, Shauna Flores, Isabel Neblett, Megan Perez, Hannah Perez, Ava Walker, 

Chloe Walker and Sue Erickson! 

Quilt Displays in Sprague Hall 
 

A BIG thank you to all of you who have shared the beautiful quilts you have in your possession for display in Sprague 

Hall.  It has been a joy to read the history behind some of these quilts, with the stories of many reaching back into 

past generations in the family.  Can't you just picture the quilting sessions that took place to create such beautiful 

works of art, many of which were used for utilitarian purposes. 
 

The present display in Sprague Hall showcases the work of Jackie Aldrich.  Jackie mainly attends the early service at 

church, so many of you may not be acquainted with this delightful lady.  All of Jackie's quilting is done by hand, and 

each quilt has taken not months, but sometimes years to complete.  Can you even begin to imagine the number of 

hours Jackie puts into making such beautiful quilts? 
 

Please take some time to admire the beautiful quilts in Sprague Hall.  The quilts are changed quarterly, and if you 

have quilts you would like to display, please contact Jackie.   

Needed - a Room to Rent 
 

Rose Anne Dane is a  recent newcomer to our worshipping family. She would like to share a home with someone. 

She can pay rent for the room and help out as needed. Please contact her at 360-660-0918, 

Roseanne.author@gmail.com if you have a spare room. 

Welcome Home Community Co-op  
 

is a homeless community centered group that meets every Friday from 8:30-9:30 a.m. at the Mount Vernon Seventh 

Day Adventist (SDA) Church. It grew out of the response from the SDA to open an emergency winter shelter at 

its church (two winters ago) in partnership with Friendship House. Weekly conversations are facilitated by our “un-

housed” community. The group consists of local churches, City of Mount Vernon, Skagit County, Mount Vernon 

Police Department, Friendship House, Community Action, Family Promise, Skagit College and others. Please look 

for an updated list of needed items posted in the narthex. If you have any questions, contact Ellen Ander-

son at: 702-595-4947 or email: anderson.turner4@gmail.com 

MVFUMC Family Pantry 
 

Did you know the church has a pantry for families in need? There is a collection box in the Narthex for donations. 

At this time, the pantry is in need of: 

 diapers sizes 4—6 

 Paper towels and toilet paper 

 Kitchen and bathroom cleaning supplies 

You can bring in donations of these items on Sundays and week days 9:30—1:30. Thanks for helping! 

https://umcmarket.org/?pmail=o7S6LOEm2fke


 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Invitation to Participate 
 

We will be starting our Fall/Winter programs the first of September. There are several opportunities to get in-

volved. 
 

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin September 4 at 7:00 pm. The choir sings at the 10:30 am service except for the 

last Sunday of the month and will present a Christmas Candlelight service in December. Contact Jung Jang, tenor-

jang@gmail.com, 206-437-4762, if you are even remotely interested.  
 

Bell Choir rehearsals begin the first week of September as well. New ringers are welcome to join us. The day and 

time to be determined. The Bell Choir plans to ring on the last Sunday of the month and will also ring in the Christ-

mas Candlelight service. Contact Sue Erickson in the church office if you are interested. 
 

Men’s Morning Ministry meets every Thursday morning at 8:30 am all year long and invites the men of the con-

gregation to join them for a time of sharing and support. For more information, contact the church office. 
 

Sister’s of the Heart meets every Tuesday morning at 10:00 am. This is a time for the women of the church to 

gather to share common interests and give each other support. Contact Mary Downing, 360-428-8942, or Donna 

Freiman, 360-770-1701, for more information. 
 

United Methodist Women meet the third Wednesday of each month at noon for a potluck lunch and meeting. 

The UMW is a service organization of the United Methodist Church that contributes to many outreach ministries 

and often serves receptions for memorial services and weddings at the church. They are supported by a UMW 

pledge drive and a Cookie Extravaganza they hold the first Saturday in December. They welcome all the women of 

the congregation to join. Contact Sue Monty,360-419-9534, for more information. 
 

Congregational Care Team meets on the second Monday of the month at 1:30 pm. This team keeps track of 

the congregation and reaches out to anyone who might be sick, homebound, or having a difficult time by calling, vis-

iting, or notifying the person’s friends. Contact Mary Downing, 360-428-8942, if you are interested in joining this 

team. 
 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets on the first and third Tuesdays Sept—May to encourage, support, and 

pray for each other. Any assistance with childcare (babies to age five) from 9:15—11:30 am on those days is wel-

comed. Contact Sue Erickson in the office if you can help.  
 

Quilters Wanted! Our quilting group has been meeting steadily for over 20 years and has produced over 1,000 

quilts which have been primarily donated to Hospice patients and also residents at Friendship House.  It is time well 

spent on such a meaningful project, and the bonus is that we get to spend this time with a group of quilters that en-

joy being together.  The Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. until noon on the first and third Thursdays of each month, and 

we disband for the summer months.  The time you spend doing this can be flexible, as we all have other commit-

ments in our lives.  If you are interested in sewing or learning to quilt, we are willing and able to help.  Please join 

us! 

New Address for Maggie Krienen 
 

Maggie grew up in our church and now is dedicating her life to bringing the Good News to college students. She 

has been hired as part of a campus ministry team at Eastern Washington University in Cheney, WA. Continue to 

keep her in your prayers as she reaches out to the students at Eastern Washington University. Her address will 

be: 
 

Maggie Krienen 

210 Simpson Parkway, Apt 611 

Cheney, WA 99004 

Spring Cleaning? No, Summer Cleaning! 
 

There will be a work party Wednesday, August 21st from 9 am—4 pm to clean the sanctuary in preparation for 

the fall/winter activities. Lunch will be provided. Please contact Donna Freiman, 360-770-1701, if you are willing to 

help. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 3 

Back to School Blessings 
 

We hope that all young people and teachers that will be heading back to school this fall will join us on August 25th for 

the 9:30 a.m. worship service. We will have a blessing for you that day (as well as a small gift) Hope that you can join 

us! 

Fall/Winter Schedule will begin September 8th  
 

We will go back to holding an 8:30 a.m. service with weekly Communion , Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. and a 10:30 

a.m. service with Communion on the first Sunday of the month on September 8th. 

Coming on Labor Day -- Our annual Choir Potluck Picnic 
 

All Chancel and Bell Choir members and their families are invited to the annual choir potluck picnic on Monday, Sep-

tember 2nd.  If you are considering joining the choir and would like to get acquainted, please come with your fami-

ly.  If you are a past member thinking of returning, join us!  We will gather at the Gerhard's home beginning at noon,  

planning on eating at 1 pm .  Please bring a dish to share.  Beverages will be provided.  Come prepared for an after-

noon of fun, food, and fellowship.  Please RSVP to Lynnette at 360-422-5739 or by email lynnetteg6244@gmail.com 
 

Chancel Choir’s first rehearsal will be September 4th at 7:00 pm. Anyone who likes to raise their voice in praise is 

welcome! Contact Jung Jang, tenorjang@gmail.com or 206-437-4762. 

A Little Help from Our Friends 
 

Those of us who count the Sunday morning offerings would really appreciate your help.  Here are a couple of things 

you can do that would make our job easier: 
 

If you are placing a check in the offering plate, please do not fold it.  Just place it face down in the plate. 

If you are offering cash, & for tax purposes wish to receive credit for it, please place your money in one of 

the envelopes provided in the pews & clearly write your name. 

If you are paying cash & don't care if you receive credit for it, please do NOT place it in an envelope.  Just 

place it in the offering plate without folding it. 
 

These simple steps will make our job go a lot quicker! 
 

Thank you! 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

End of Summer Celebration 
 

On Sunday, August 25th, in place of our usual fellowship time, we invite you to join us for a multi-purpose celebra-

tion – of our new storage building, the repairs to and painting of the exterior of our entire main building, our minis-

tries and small groups, and our community ministry partnerships (MOPS, Scouts, Mountain Glen, etc.). We hope 

you will plan on participating – the church will provide hamburgers and hot dogs, with the rest of the picnic being 

potluck. We could still us a few additional planners, and since this is an unbudgeted activity, we’d gladly accept spe-

cial donations. There will be a short (maximum of 30 minute) meeting during fellowship time after church on August 

4th for planning/coordination, or you can contact Pastor Terry with questions. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

8/2  Bonnie Spitler 

 

8/4  Jon Turnbull 

           Sue Erickson 

  

8/6  Dale Rutan 

 

8/8       Phil Smoots 

  Barbara Christensen 

 

8/11 Faye Martin 

            

8/12 Chris Neblett 

 

8/13 Roger Mandery 

  Andrew Latulippe 

 

8/14 Susan Edwards 

 

8/17 Alex Perez 

 

8/18 Gracie Ermi 

 

8/20 Janice Lisherness 

           Myron Ayers 

 

8/21 Amanda Grant 

   

8/23 Donna Thompson 

 

8/24 Jim Collins 

 

8/25 Max Barber 

 

8/26 Roger Martin 

 

8/27 Becky Stout 

 

8/30 Kent Turner 

 

8/31 Jess del Bosque 

  Erica Turnbull 
 

AUGUST

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

        

4  
9:30 am  Worship 
9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 

5  
  

6  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

7  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

11  
9:30 am  Worship 
9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 

12  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

13  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

14  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

18  
9:30 am  Worship 
9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 

19 
Newsletter Articles Due

  

10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

20  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

21  
9:00 am to 4:00 pm Summer

Cleaning in Sanctuary

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

25  
9:30 am  Worship 
9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 
10:30 am Celebration of 

Ministries & Potluck 

BBQ 

26  
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

27  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

28  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   

8/4  Brandon & Donna  

  Thompson  

 

8/5      Harlan & Shirley Mayer 

 

8/10 Bruce & Janielle Coghill 

            

8/11 Donald & Margaret Semrau 
           Terry Hall & Dennie     

  Sherman 

 

8/14 Nick and Elizabeth Nei- 

  dzwski 

 

8/20 Dan & Denise Breznau  

 
8/21 Craig & Debbie Bloodgood

    

8/23 Bob & Bettyjean Seabury  

 
8/26 Brent & Betsey Thompson

    

8/28 Bob & Eula Olsen 

           Ron & Sue Erickson 

 

8/31 Eric & Debbie Grant 

AUGUST 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm Summer 

Cleaning of Classrooms 

2  3  

Staff Meeting 
Finance Meeting 

8  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

9  10  

Staff Meeting 
15  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 

16  17  

9:00 am to 4:00 pm Summer 

Cleaning in Sanctuary 

Staff Meeting 

22  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

23  24  

Staff Meeting 
29  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

30  31  


