
  Pastor’s Corner                       Pastor Christopher Gudger-Raines 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

The Methodist Greeter 
April 2022 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

April 3 Communion  

John 12:1-8 

 

April 10 Palm Sunday 

Luke 19:29-40 

 

April 14 Maundy Thursday 

John 13:1-11 

 

April 15 Good Friday  

Luke 22:39—Luke 23:56 

 

April 17 Easter Sunday 

John 20:1-18  

 

April 24 
John 20:19-31  

Dear Church… 

 

Holy Week is nearly here. It traces the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ. I 

encourage you to not miss out on any of it. Here’s why. 

 
In my Sunday School class for middle and high schoolers, I have a common question 

that I ask myself of every lesson. This question helps me identify the effect of a given 

teaching. That question is: What Difference Does it Make? Last week, I taught the stu-

dents Genesis 1, the days of creation. What difference does this story make? This 

coming week is about the purpose of Communion: What difference does it make? 

Every week I am challenged to illustrate the purpose and effect of the teachings of 

Jesus. 

 
So What difference does the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus make? They 

certify the legitimacy of Jesus’ teachings. They challenge us to see the truth in them 

and to work to implement Jesus’ vision for the world (i.e “the kingdom of God”). 

 
By engaging the story of Christ’s last week, we get to the crux of him. We see him 

spending his last days trying to open up the Temple to others, healing and restoring 

the broken, and feeding and washing the feet of his disciples. He uses his body to 

demonstrate the undying love of God for us. Because he lived so fully, so richly, even 

as a homeless, rejected, scorned, cursed man, we know how to live fully. 

 

So, please stay connected to us these next few weeks. The story is heavy. There are 

some really bleak days. But Easter will dawn on us all, revealing the love of God to us 

in new ways. May it be so. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Christopher  
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April Pastor’s Reading Circle Book 
 

Halleluyah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne Lamott has been rescheduled from No-

vember to April. After reading three books about spiritual practices, the reading circle 

wanted a break from that topic and chose to move Anne Lamott’s book up to April. 

This is what Amazon has to say about the book: 
 

"Mercy is radical kindness", Anne Lamott writes in her enthralling and heartening 

book, Hallelujah Anyway. It's the permission you give others - and yourself - to forgive a 

debt, to absolve the unabsolvable, to let go of the judgment and pain that make life so 

difficult. 
 

In Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy Lamott ventures to explore where to find 

meaning in life. We should begin, she suggests, by "facing a great big mess, especially 

the great big mess of ourselves". It's up to each of us to recognize the presence and importance of mercy every-

where - "within us and outside us, all around us" - and to use it to forge a deeper understanding of ourselves and 

more honest connections with each other. While that can be difficult to do, Lamott argues that it's crucial, as 

"kindness towards others, beginning with myself, buys us a shot at a warm and generous heart, the greatest prize 

of all". 
 

Full of Lamott’s trademark honesty, humor and forthrightness, Hallelujah Anyway is profound and caring, funny 

and wise - a hopeful book of hands-on spirituality. 
 

 New Books on Church Library Shelves 
 

Check out the “New Books” library shelf located in the hallway by the playground. One of the new donations to 

the Church Library is “Send My Roots Rain:  a companion on the grief journey” by Kim Langley. “Langley offers 

comfort and encouragement to those struggling with recent loss of grief, helping them find language for complex 

emotions, and open their hearts through poetry. Send My Roots Rain is a companion full of stories – sometimes 

wry and funny, always observant and accepting -- for letting grief unfold and teach us. Langley invites a keen 

awareness that the passage through grief is the navigation of a narrow strait, requiring patience, skill, and worthy 

companions. These poems can be those companions on the journey. Langley has carefully selected 60 poems and 

arranged them in a meaningful arc, beginning with the shock of early grief, leading through a sensitive exploration 

of a new inner space. She introduces each section, encouraging the ongoing embrace of the healing power of 

poems, writing, and entry into the grieving process. Each poem is followed by a brief meditation and quotation, 

with questions for contemplation, journaling, or group discussion.” [from OCLC WorldCat] 

 

Remember men, women, and youth are welcome to read any of the books in the Church Library.  Just sign your 

name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently displayed on the third shelf 

of the middle Library bookcase.  Naomi Foote, Librarian 
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 TREASURER REPORT 

February 2022 
 

                                          Month                           Year-To-Date 

                                Income             Expense              Income          Expense 

 

Regular Account $ 13,636.21          $ 20,642.34                $ 45,807.02          $ 41,459.67 
 

Special Fund Accounts $ 909.00               $ 100.00                    $ 974.00 $ 214.66 
  

We have paid all our bills and apportionments to date. 
 

February was not so good to us financially as total contributions were less than expected by about $6,000. Because 

of January’s exceptional performance we are better than expected on contributions year-to-date, however our 

expenses continue at a level that will require contributions to stay strong. We do remain solvent with positive 

cash flow even though it is early in the year to determine a trend line. 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our church; enabling us to fund special activities along with other charitable 

endeavors and our ongoing operating expenses. We pray for continued growth in our financial position so that we 

can enhance our support of church activities. 
   

Harlan Mayer at treasurer@mvfumc.org. 

Meeting Pastor Zulma Tifre 
 

Pastor Zulma Tifre was born in Honduras and settled in the Everett, WA, com-

munity where she attended church, starting in 2014. Her oldest son lives in 

Costa Rica where he has been an engineer for thirteen years, recently doing 

research on bananas. Her second son works in customer services and has been 

a social worker, helping others with food distribution. Like others, his career 

path has been affected by the Covid pandemic. Of the three children, he is not 

only bilingual, but also knows speaks French, which he learned in school. Her 

young- 
est is a daughter who will be graduating in a few weeks. 
 

Zulma was raised Catholic, one of five children; she has two sisters and two 

brothers. The boys went to public school, but her father wanted the girls to attend the Catholic school, instruct-

ed by nuns. She became Methodist after her marriage, having always attended a small church where Spanish was 

spoken. Her husband had served as a missionary at church, and she soon discovered there was also a small ser-

vice where English was spoken.  
 

Pastor Zulma knows Jesus as her savior, and God called her to serve others when she was in her 20’s. She credits 

much of her beliefs from what she learned in Sunday school. She is currently working part time at MVFUMC, and 

has other days when she cares for an older lady in Mukilteo, helping with cleaning, medications, and doctor ap-

pointments. While sharing a home with her niece, she has time to help with the children.  
 

We can always find Zulma in church, working on Saturdays and Sundays, overseeing eleven children and youth. 

The youngest little ones stay with their mothers and play with toys while their mothers are building their faith 

together. Her heart is full of love for the Lord, and she shares that faith with her extended family of five children, 

her niece, and two brothers. 
 

Zulma will finish her classes in June and July, and will continue commuting from Marysville, a twenty minute drive 

from Mount Vernon. Our Hispanic ministry outreach is expanding, and Pastor Zulma will remain here after her 

official appointment.  

Buena suerte y los mejores deseos! 
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Church Council Updates 
 

The Church Council plans to meet on Saturday, 4/23/22 at 9am (in person or on zoom). The purpose of this 

meeting is an honest evaluation of the previous year in ministry, centered on our 2021 goals which were: 

1) Focus on Spiritual Growth and caring for one another -- both our own congregation and the greater commu-

nity, and to develop and implement small groups using the Wesleyan Class Meetings as a model) 
 

2) Care for staff (staff development) including training, defining roles,  supporting community among staff. 
 

3) Continue to develop our online presence. 
 

The second part of the meeting will be on reflections.  
 

Visions for 2022 are: 

With God’s Help, we resolve to: 

• Come together, heal, explore, and encourage our entire congregation to: 

• Minister to the unhoused in new as well as familiar ways. 

• Use our resources to meet the needs of children and youth in our community. 

• Support and develop our Hispanic Ministry. 

 Please keep us in your prayers to have open hearts and minds while listening to God. 
 

A special Thank You of appreciation goes to Chris Satterlund, Carolyn Gregg, Lynnette Gerhard and Pastor 

Christopher Gudger-Raines for starting up our Sunday School classes. 

From the Trustees Team 
 

The repairs to the choir room flood continue with sheet rocking to be installed the week of 4/11/22.  Then 

the room needs to be painted and the carpets cleaned.  Volunteers needed to paint and shampoo the carpet. 

If you are willing to help, call or email the office at office@mvfumc.org. 
 

Special thank you to our lawn mowers. There is a lot of lawn to mow! It takes about four hours. 
 

Gardeners/Weeders wanted and needed around the church building. To volunteer, call Mary Downing 360-

770-1113. 
 

Work is coming along with the Health Department on getting our kitchen permit.  Thanks for all the work 

Chris Flores, Jess de Bosque and Debbie Grant did. 

Needed—House to Lease 
 

Deb Haley is in search of a 2 bedroom house to lease for a year beginning June 1. Keep your ears open for her 

and call her at 360-424-5077 or email her at debhaley1595@gmail.com if you hear of one. Thank you!!! 



 
  

        

    

                        
Zulma & Debbie 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

FAMILY PROMISE SPRING FUNDRAISER, APRIL 21ST 
 
Mark your calendars! Family Promise will hold it’s spring fundraiser on April 21st 

at Skagit Acres. We are proud to partner with Family Promise of Skagit Valley 

and support the critical services this group provides for unhoused families with 

children in our community.  

 
For more information, please contact Family Promise of Skagit Valley at 360/854-

0743. 

 

 

        WE CALL BECAUSE WE CARE…. 

 
Please join me in extending a heartfelt thank you to Don-

na Freiman, Lois Yale, and Rita Newton for offering to 

reach out and connect weekly with members who appre-

ciate a little extra love due to isolation, health issues, or 

living situations. We’ve been making these “care calls” 

since the beginning of the pandemic and continue to 

switch up the callers as well as those being contacted. 

These ladies are so amazing, and I am so grateful for their 

willingness to help however they can.  

 

 
LOCALS NIGHT AT TULIP TOWN 

APRIL 13th, 5-7pm 
 
Welcome Back Spring - Welcome Back Friends to the 

2022 Locals Night at Tulip Town! Sponsored by Skagit 

Acres, Skagit Landing Restaurant & Catering, and Fairha-

ven Mill- free entrance will be offered to Tulip Town for 

Skagit County residents (be prepared to show proof of 

address). 

Enjoy a sunset stroll through the tulip field and gardens before grabbing a bite of scrumptious farm-to-table tasti-

ness from our amazing Skagit Landing Cafe at Tulip Town and a glass of some of Skagit Valley’s finest seed-to-

glass beer, wine, and cider in our beer garden and barn. You’ll be glad you saved on the entrance fee by the time 

you make it through our completely renovated retail shops featuring locally made and inspired gifts and home 

decor.      Location : Tulip Town - 15002 Bradshaw Rd., Mount Vernon. 

 

 

“NIFTY-NINETY BIRTHDAYS” 

 
We lift up three of our dear church family members who celebrated Nifty-Ninety 

Birthdays in March! Donna Perez celebrated her 90th Birthday on the 3rd, Deene 

Almvig celebrated his 91st birthday on the 20th, and Shirley Yengich celebrated her 

92nd on the 25th. May you each feel our love and prayers for happiness and health into 

the coming year! Happy Birthday, Indeed! 
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Train now to be an Early Response Team member. 

Be ready for when the next disaster strikes to help those most in need. 
 

     This training will prepare you on ways to clean out a flooded home, haul debris, sift ashes and work alongside 

survivors while staying safe. United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) certified trainers teach the class 

and include real-world examples, hands-on activities, plus an opportunity to meet people with a passion for serv-

ing. 
 

     The three-part training combines two two-hour Zoom-based sessions and one four-hour in-person 

class. Dates are Monday and Wednesday, May 16 and 18, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. PT, for the Zoom train-

ing. The in-person session is Saturday, May 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Des Moines United Method-

ist Church in Des Moines, WA. This training is open to participants in the Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest 

Conferences; a separate training is being planned for interested persons in Alaska. 
 

     All three days are required to complete the training. Anyone 18 years or older is welcome to attend. 

Full COVID-19 vaccinations in accordance with CDC guidelines are mandatory. The registration fee is $25. Class 

size is limited to 15 people so register ASAP at: https://gnw-reg.brtapp.com/ 
ERTBasicMay2022.   
 

           Registration deadline is Friday, May 6, unless the class fills prior. There are pre-class requirements to 

complete no later than Friday, May 13. Questions? Contact Kathy Bryson, PNW Conference Disaster Response 

Coordinator, at brysonpnw@gmail.com, (509) 539-2978.     

A Partnership In Mission   

June 26 – July 2, 2022 
 

 

       Since 2014, Okanogan County has been ravaged by multiple wildfires.  Many persons 

have lost their homes, barns, vehicles, and livelihoods have threatened or shattered.  
 

       In a county-wide response, the Okanogan County Long Term Recovery Group 

(OCLTRG) was formed to coordinate efforts to rebuild homes and lives with need assess-

ment, case management services, and bringing together many volunteers to help with the 

rebuilding. 
 The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference of the UMC has been a major partner with the OCLTRG by provid-

ing significant funding, disaster response experience, and encouraging local churches to send United Methodist Vol-

unteer In Mission (UMVIM) Teams to assist with the work of rebuilding homes and lives. 
 Central UMC, Sedro-Woolley, has sent several UMVIM Teams to Okanogan County in recent years, and is 

planning to do so again this year.  The dates are: June 26 – July 2, and Mount Vernon First UMC is invited to be-

come a Partner in Mission on this UMVIM Team. 
 

Consider these benefits of being part of a UMVIM Team: 

Make a positive change in persons’ lives (and your own). 
Use skills you have, or learn new skills. (Prior building skills are not a requirement; needed skills will be taught 

with patience and grace.) 

Have a lot of fun. 

Meet some wonderful people. 

Make a big difference in the world from a short commitment of your time. 

Add a new spirit and life to your local church. 
 

Ways to be a member of a UMVIM Team: 
Women and men may volunteer to go on the Team to Okanogan County in June.  Talk to Pastor Christopher, 

or Mary Downing.   
Provide financial support for the expenses of the travelling Team members.  These expenses are about $150 - 

$200 per person for the week. 
Keep this Partnership In Mission in your prayers as the UMVIM Team members make preparations and travel 

to do this important work in the name and spirit of Jesus. 

https://gnw-reg.brtapp.com/ERTBasicMay2022
https://gnw-reg.brtapp.com/ERTBasicMay2022
mailto:brysonpnw@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 7 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United Meth-

odist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  We’re also 

using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, photos, news 

articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive noti-

fication whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the worship 

video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

 

April 2   Virginia Skaggs 
 

April 3   Ruth Ann O’Neil 
 

April 4   Doug Rindal 
 

April 5   Donna Freiman 

             Carolyn Gregg 
 

April 6   Barbara Hendrickson 

             Dennis Jones 
 

April 7   Jennifer McCoy 

             Roger Mercer 
 

April 13 Lisa Larocque 
 

April 18 Mary Downing 
 

April 19 Geoff Almvig 

              Bridget Perez 
 

April 21  Mario Perez 
 

April 22  Denise Brand 
 

April 25  Cheryl Fear 

              Lori Flores 
 

April 27  Frank Repplier 

              Yahved Vasquez Morales 
 

April 28  Rita Newton 
 

April 30  Floyd Gregg 

              Linda Jones 

April 5   Joe & Charlotte Ambrose 
 

April 13 Jung Jang & Seoyoung Han 
 

April 17 Chris Neblett & Susan Edwards 
 

April 23 Clay & Linda Cook 
 

April 27 Rick Timmerman & Deanne 

              Lundquist 

    



      

    APRIL 2022 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

     01 02 

 

 

 

 

      

03 04  05 06 07 08 09 
 

Communion 

Sunday  

9 am Sunday 

School 
 

9 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

7 pm 

Bell Choir  

Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

5 pm Women 

of the Bible 

Study 

10 am  

Zoom Staff  

Meeting 

 

 
 

 

6 pm  

Choir 

Rehearsal 

8:30 am  

Men’s Morning Ministry  
 

7 pm Lenten Bible 

Study on Luke: 

Parables of Jesus 

 

7 pm Zoom Small 

Group with Carolyn 

 

 

  

 

10                              11 12 13 14 15 16 
 

Palm Sunday 

9 am Sunday 

School 
 

9 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

11 am  

SPR Team 

meeting 

 
 

 

7 pm 

Bell Choir  

Rehearsal 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

5 pm Women 

of the Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff  

Meeting 
 

3 pm 

Worship  

Planning Team 
 

6 pm Choir  

Rehearsal 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

8:30 am  

Men’s Morning Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Maundy Thurs-

day Worship Service 
 

 

7 pm Zoom Small 

Group with Carolyn 

 

Good Fri-

day 

7 pm 

Good Friday 

Worship 

Service 

  

17                              18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

EASTER 

9 am Sunday 

School 
 

9am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

10 am 

Trustees’ Meet-

ing 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff  

Meeting 

 

 

6 pm 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

 

8:30 am  

Men’s Morning Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom Small 

Group with Carolyn 

 

 

 

9 am 

Church 

Council 

Meeting 

 

24                          25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

9 am Sunday 

School 

 

9 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

7 pm Zoom 

Reading Circle 

 

 
 

7 pm 

Bell Choir  

Rehearsal 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff 

Meeting 

 

6 pm 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

 

8:30 am  

Men’s Morning Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom Small 

Group with Carolyn 

 
 

2 pm 

Dia de 

Los 

Ninos 


