
  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

Good news at last!  And yet…  

Hallelujah! The pace of COVID vaccinations and vaccine availability are surging, 

while the rate of new infections and deaths are both decreasing. As more people get 

vaccinated, business is picking up for many sectors of the economy, and schools are 

providing more in-person classes. Arenas are going to be allowed to admit some fans 

for sporting events, travel is increasing, and, well, you get the picture. It feels a little 

easier to breathe now, like there is both more space and more reason for levity, and 

although it probably doesn’t show in this era mask-wearing, I suspect we are smiling a 

bit more. Never have I been more ready for some good news. And yet … (voice trail-

ing off to a pregnant pause). 

Man! All those things sound so promising, inviting and tempting. But I have to admit 

I have some butterflies about where we might be at the end of April. I very much want 

to see parks opening, people eating outside to enjoy the warming weather rather than 

because it’s the only way to eat out, and groups of friends playing cornhole toss togeth-

er while occasionally even touching on purpose (only in mutually approved and socially 

acceptable ways, or course). Science has provided not one but several reliable vaccines 

and I am thankful to be able to say that by time you have a chance to read this, I will 

have had both my shots and Dennie will have received her 1st and have her 2nd one 

scheduled her. And I was glad to be able to easily sign up to do my tiny part to advance 

our understanding of both the virus and the vaccines by completing a 1 minute ques-

tionnaire about how I felt after each shot. And yet … 

There’s a lot we don’t know yet – can’t know yet – about the prevention we can ex-

pect. Like, how long will it last? And, can we still carry the virus and infect others with-

out noticeable symptoms but still spread it, just like some have done without any vac-

cine? What about the folks who don’t plan to ever get vaccinated? Without masks and 

social distancing, will they become super-spreaders without even knowing it? If we can 

be in classrooms together without masks and as much space between us, does that 

mean it is also safe to fill restaurants and sports stadiums, watch a movie with a couple 

hundred strangers and trust the theater’s ventilation system to provide all the protec-

tion we need? I would hate to see us all get so excited about the improvements that 

we rush head-long into a sense that we can resume the lifestyles we enjoyed before 

the pandemic exploded on to the scene, then end up with another surge of new infec-

tions and deaths, forcing a return to more restrictive measures just as summer arrives. 

As we have throughout the pandemic, MVFUMC staff is continually monitoring fed-

eral, state and county responses to the unfolding impact of COVID-19, and ultimately  

 

(continued on next page) 

The Methodist Greeter 
April 2021 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

April 1 Holy Thursday 

Multiple readings from 

Matthew 

 

April 2 Good Friday 

Multiple readings from 

Matthew 

 

April 4 Easter Sunday 

Isaiah 25:6-9; John 20:1-18 

 

April 11 John 20:19-31; 1 

John 1:1-2:2 

 

April 18 Luke 24:36b-48; 

1 John 3:1-7 

 

April 25 John 10:11-18;  

1 John 3:16-24 
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(Pastor’s Corner Continued) 
 

setting our standards for building use as well as implementing strategies for continuing our ministries and commu-

nity connections based upon our Bishop’s policies. At the time I am writing this, we are in the Bishop’s Phase 2, 

which allows for a maximum of 10 people in the building at any time, with the requirement that they are all 

masked and maintain 6’ distance between them. This phase has also just been expanded to allow outdoor worship 

services of up to 50 people, with family groups distanced by 6’. By expanding that distance to 12’, singing would be 

allowed. We are in the process of applying to be able to move to Phase 2.1, which would allow up to 25 people in 

the building, still masked and distanced, for worship or other activities, with singing, children’s activities, food and 

drink all still prohibited. Reminder: because our ultimate guidance and loyalty rests not with secular politics or 

considerations, being subject as they are to strong influences that don’t always line up with the wellbeing of the 

average person, especially not the average person who falls outside the privileges of majority even where they are 

the numerical majority, we may well be on a different trajectory than Starbucks, Major League Baseball, the travel 

industry, and even other churches and faith gatherings.  

I want to say, I would sure love to be able to hold some larger services in the sanctuary before I retire. I’d espe-

cially like us to be able to acknowledge and honor the members of our congregation who have passed during the 

pandemic, and to give Lori, Chris and Shauna the sort of send-off celebration they deserve, inside the church. And 

yet … 
 

Neither of those can be done with only 25 people in the building, or even 50. And what I still want more than 

anything is for us all to be able to eventually celebrate how we handled the challenges of this time, knowing we did 

everything we could to insure we never contributed to anyone being infected with this virus because we were un-

willing to stave off our natural hunger to be together until we were sure we’d be safe in one another’s company. 

So please, please continue to be patient with this process, trusting that we care enough about each of you and 

your long-term wellbeing to take a cautious approach, the better to experience the eventual joy of all being to-

gether in one place again! 
 

Pastor Terry 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 
February 2021 

 

                     Month                 Year-To-Date 

                     Income       Expense     Income     Expense 

 

Regular Account  $19,795.85    $  9,027.13  $33,597.48    $34,375.16  

Special Account  $  1,649.00    $     899.05  $  4,835.00    $  1,841.06 
 

We have paid all our bills and apportionments to date. 
 

We thank you all so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church.  If you have any questions 

about your 2020 giving statements or any general questions for our treasurer, please contact Harlan in the church 

office 360-424-3628 (generally on Tuesdays) or treasurer@mvfumc.org. 
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From the Finance Committee 
 

The new year is off to a good start with all treasurer bookkeeping now completely operational on QuickBooks.  

We are still working out what kind of standard reporting we will be able to provide for staff and ministry teams 

and this month’s reporting to the finance committee will begin setting up those standards.   
 

As with many years, we are starting out with expenditures slightly exceeding income year-to-date and thankfully 

we came into the year with enough cash surplus to keep us in the black.  Just a reminder that even though the 

building is closed there are several ways that you can continue to support the work of our church … you can mail 

in a check for your regular offering or any special offering (just note on the memo line where you want your mon-

ey to go), you can go on our website and click on our “Give Online” button and you will be taken to a secure giv-

ing site hosted by Vanco, or you can set up to have a check from your bank sent to the church on a regular basis.  

We once again wish to thank you all for your support for the work of our church. 
Your Finance Team:  Beth Repplier (chair), Doreen Nystrom, Janice Lisherness, Pastor Terry, Mary Downing, & 

Harlan Mayer (treasurer) 

Trustees Update 
 

Our AMAZING Trustees met in March to follow up on the many tasks that they have been doing to keep our 

church safe for us when we return.  So far this year: the big water leak has been taken care of, we have a lockable 

mailbox, there have been inspections on the furnace and two water heaters, the roof over the Sunday school class-

rooms has been repaired, the church insurance policy has been reviewed, the sinks have arrived for the kitchen, the 

emergency lights and fire extinguishers have been checked monthly, the Sunday school classrooms and toys have 

been cleaned, and the security cameras have been cleaned and unsafe trees have been removed.  So you’d think 

they would take a break, NOT our Trustees!  They currently are working on getting a city building permit for re-

placing the exterior doors on the North and South Sides of Sprague Hall, installing the three kitchen sinks, lawn 

mowing, inventorying the church, reviewing the facility use request form and policies, and researching replacing the 

drain line behind the kitchen as well as the drain line ditch on the west side of the parking lot. A sound system team 

is being formed to evaluate and be the working team of our sound system and a garden team is being formed. We 

have openings for both the sound and garden teams. If you are interested – please call 360-770-1113 or e mail 

mt.downing@comcast.net. 
 

Please thank the Trustee Team of Doug Rindal, Bob Hallberg, Carol Turnbull, Chuck Cass, Phil Smoots, Randy 

Rabenstein, Jess del Bosque (retired), and Pastor Terry Hall for the amazing job they are doing to keep us safe and 

loved in God’s house. 

Holy Week Services 
 

We conclude our Lenten season and worship series – “Holy Vessels” – with services on Palm Sunday, Holy 

(Maundy) Thursday and Good Friday, with the latter two premiering on our YouTube channel (MVFUMC WA) at 

7 pm on those nights. For the Thursday evening service, you’ll want to: have a very small amount of olive or vege-

table oil from the kitchen ready in a container you can dip a finger in for two anointings; make your feet easily ac-

cessible; and be prepared for communion. The Good Friday service will also require a wee bit of oil for a final 

anointing. On Easter Sunday, we will begin a new worship series – “Dare to Dance.” We hope you will join us as 

we move through the hardest stories of our faith, and emerge into a time of renewed hope, joy and presence! To 

set the mood, we suggest you darken the room perhaps having only candles provide any light. Also have some oil 

on hand for anointing each other. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YyB7D2as9PeLdM&tbnid=KTN_HRdThCvEVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squidoo.com%2Fchristian-easter-crafts&ei=IjlSUZKzMaediQLjyoD4Bg&bvm=bv.44342787,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNF
mailto:mt.downing@comcast.net
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Faith in Action Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

 
Spring is in their air! With spring come the spring rains, 

and when the rain comes down the flowers come up! Of 

course, along with the flowers, the weeds come up. If you 

have time to volunteer to help weed the outdoor flower 

beds at the church,  please contact the office at 

360/424/3628 and leave a message for Mary Downing. 

We’d sure appreciate your kindness! 

We celebrated two very 

special birthdays this 

month for Deene Almvig 

(3/20) and Shirley Yen-

gich (3/25). 

 
Our Birthday Team deliv-

ers birthday greetings 

right to the front door 

for those celebrating 

their NIFTY NINETIES. 

 
If you’d like to join the 

Birthday Team, please 

contact Debbie at  

 Debbie@mvfumc.org. 
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Small Groups are beginning… 
 

Your church council is offering  a variety of small groups to promote community and support folks in their 

faith.  We recognize that there are already groups within our church that perform this service such as the men's 

Thursday morning meeting, the choir, and Sisters of the Heart.  We would like to offer more opportunities so that 

everyone has a chance to feel connected as we emerge from a year of pandemic confinement and prepare to wel-

come our new pastor, Rev. Christopher Gudger-Raines. 
 

Initially these meetings will be on Zoom but we hope that soon they will be in homes or the church. You can 

choose from a variety of days and times.  One pair of hosts, Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce and Ellen Anderson,  have al-

ready chosen to focus on nature and poetry.  Other groups will choose their own direction as they get acquaint-

ed.  The hosts have been trained to facilitate this process. 
 

Please consider joining  one of these Zoom gatherings. Check out the link below: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4FAAAE2FAAFF2-small 
 

Try out a group!  You may join, change,  or leave at any time! 

  The Mad Hatters Have Been Busy! 
 

For 2020 with donated and purchased yarn and knitted and loomed by Chris Cooper, Lynnette Gerhard, Jill Haags-

ma, Sue Kelder and Mary Downing. We have delivered the following:  491 hats Plus to Ellen Anderson to distribute;  

• 53 to cancer clinic 

• 50 to SW food 

• 310 homeless project 

• 13 Mountain Glen 

• 40 Friendship house 

• 25 MFUMC 

Yarn and funds happily accepted for hats at the church office.  60 hats so far for 2021. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4FAAAE2FAAFF2-small
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Getting to know Pastor Christopher  
 

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky intends to appoint Rev. Christopher Gudger-Raines to 

Mount Vernon First UMC beginning July 1, 2021. Pastor Christopher is currently 

serving at Orchards UMC in Vancouver, WA. His wife, Meredith, is also an or-

dained elder in the United Methodist Church and will be serving the Marysville 

UMC. They have two children. Daughter  Anna is 10 years old and son Ollie just 

turned 8.  
 

Recently, Pastor Christopher and his family came to see our beautiful church and 

meet Pastor Terry and some of the staff. They were greeted by Mary Downing 

with a pot of beautiful tulips to enjoy as they travel home. Pastor Christopher 

was quick to appreciate the wonderful spaciousness of our facility and the awe-

some stained glass. He is excited about the prospect of hearing our organ and 

handbells in worship. He has been both a singer and bell ringer in the distant 

past. Pastor Meredith, a quilter herself, was excited to see our beautiful quilted 

paraments and took time to examine the sets for all the church seasons. And, of 

course, both admired the beautiful liturgical art that Dennie has arranged  for us 

all through this Lenten season. 
 

Also on this visit, The Gudger-Raines 

family planned to explore the communi-

ties of both Mount Vernon and Marysville. They will be trying to get a feel 

for both communities as they look at school possibilities for the children 

and what housing possibilities might work best for them. They are familiar 

with the challenges of working in separate churches and communities while 

balancing the needs of work and family. Please keep them in your prayers 

during the next three months as they work to accomplish this move. 
 

Pastor Christopher h  as lots of experience and interests that will fit well 

with our ministries and visions here at Mount Vernon First UMC. He is fa-

miliar with the needs of older adults. He has completed a year of post semi-

nary study in Clinical Pastoral Education. He has been part of outreach min-

istries in homeless programs, Habitat for Humanity, schools, and recovery 

programs, As the larger church continues to struggle with the issue, he has 

helped his congregation to understand the conflicts over sexuality.  He is 

familiar with Single Board Governance, having helped his current congrega-

tion adopt this model. SPR is excited to be welcoming Pastor Christopher 

into ministry with us. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GET TO KNOW................    BARBARA JACKSON  

Much of what you will read in this story of Barbara’s life was written by Barbara’s daughter, 

Kathleen, in preparation for a surprise 90th birthday party for Barbara, which took place three 

years ago.  Barbara was honored by many people at that party for her years of volunteer 

work at the YMCA, keeping the grounds at the former YMCA building neat and as weed-free 

as is possible—but, more on that later. 

 Barbara Jane Bond was born to “wonderful” parents, Charles and Elizabeth Bond, and she 

was the youngest of five children.  Barbara’s father was a college professor and founder of the 

Department of Religion and Philosophy at Bucknell University.  A wonderful memory is that 

George Washington Carver was invited by Barbara’s father to speak at Bucknell Chapel and 

stayed with the Bond family while there.  As a baby, Barbara had the privilege of sitting on 

George Washington Carver’s lap! 

 Barbara began painting at an early age, following the artistic lead of her mother and her brothers and sister, all 

of whom were painters.  The family home was filled with their landscapes and portraits.  She has continued to paint 

throughout her life.  Please note some of Barbara’s beautiful paintings in the background of her photo, as seen 

above.  She has also contributed her artistic ability to many projects at our church over the years. 

 Athletics were also a part of Barbara’s life.  She learned to ice skate on frozen ponds and lakes in Lewisburg, 

Pennsylvania where she grew up.  In college, she took an archery class and also performed as a gymnast as part of a 

troupe.  In recent years, at our annual church choir picnics, Barbara was always first in line to play croquet or any 

other game that was offered. 

 Barbara graduated from Bucknell University.  She later earned her master’s degree in Early Childhood Educa-

tion from Bank Street College in New York City, attending night school there while working during the day as a 

switchboard operator at the Ecumenical Missionary Orientation Center in Stony Point, New York.  She developed 

the first comprehensive childcare program for the children of missionaries on furlough and in training.  Barbara sub-

sequently worked as a first-grade teacher in Pearl River, New York. 

 Three growing children kept Barbara busy during this time.  Cynthia is the oldest daughter who now lives in 

France with her husband, John.  They come back to the United States to visit Barbara and other family and friends 

about twice a year.  Son David is a rancher and lives with his wife, Laurie, on the ranch that was owned by Laurie’s 

family.  Kathleen, affectionately known as ‘Kyp’, is the youngest of the three children, and lives in Mount Vernon 

with her husband, Don.  Both are retired from Don’s law practice.  Barbara has eight grandchildren and 16 great-

grandchildren.  

 Another memorable time in Barbara’s life was when she participated in the ‘March on Washington’ in 1963, 

along with her eldest daughter, and was present when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream” 

speech, a dream she has always shared and promoted in her compassionate relationships with people. 

 Making her mark in the various places she lived, Barbara created the position of Play Therapist in the pediatric 

unit of Maine Medical Center while living in Maine.  She was active in her church in Portland, Maine, where she was 

lay minister.  She later moved to Arizona, where she was active at St. Francis Church, and she enjoyed painting the 

desert scenery while there.  She was also active in Citizen’s Diplomacy, visiting and then leading tours to the 

U.S.S.R. during a time of aggressive nuclear build up when travel between our country and the U.S.S.R. was still very 

restricted.  The goal was to promote peace by fostering person-to-person contact. 

 Barbara moved to Mount Vernon more than thirty years ago to be near her daughter, Kyp, and family.  She vis-

ited Mount Vernon United Methodist for the first time shortly thereafter, and that has been her church home ever 

since.  Her beautiful and pure soprano voice has graced the church choir for over thirty years, and she has been a 

member of many committees.  She volunteered for many years at the Community Kitchen, serving meals to people 

in need. 

 Weeding garden areas has been a pastime Barbara has enjoyed and derives much satisfaction from.  She has 

spent several years weeding at the former YMCA building grounds, at our church grounds, downtown Mount 

Vernon, and her condominium complex areas.  While weeding on her knees, Barbara states,  “ It is a quiet time for 

me where I experience an opening to the presence of God.”  

 Barbara’s life has been challenging in many ways, but what she has learned in her many years is that “It’s all 

about love”.  Her biggest challenge now is her gradual loss of memory but says that “God’s presence continues to 

expand, deepen and sweeten as the days and years go by, and I am so grateful.” 
      

(Contributed by Kathleen ‘Kyp’ Bisagna and Linda Cook) 
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April 2    Virginia Skaggs 
 

April 3    Ruth Ann O’Neil 
 

April 4    Doug Rindal 
 

April 5    Donna Freiman 

     Carolyn Gregg 

April 6    Barbara Hendrickson 

     Dennis Jones 

April 7    Jennifer McCoy 

     Roger Mercer 

April 13  Lisa Larocque 
 

April 18  Mary Downing 
 

April 19  Geoff Almvig 

     Bridget Perez 

April 21  Mario Perez 
 

April 22  Denise Brand 
 

April 25  Cheryl Fear 

      Lori Flores 

April 27  Frank Repplier 
 

April 28  Rita Newton 
 

April 30  Floyd Gregg 

         Linda Jones   

April 5    Joe & Charlotte Ambrose 

 

April 13  Jung Jang & Seoyoung Han 

 

April 17  Chris Neblett & Susan Edwards 

 

April 23  Clay & Linda Cook 

 
April 27  Rick Timmerman & Deanne   

          Lundquist 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United 

Methodist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  

We’re also using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, 

photos, news articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive 

notification whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the wor-

ship video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  



   APRIL  2021 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

    01 02 03 

   

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 

7:00 pm Maundy 

Thursday Wor-

ship on YouTube 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

 

7:00 pm 

Good Friday 

Worship 

Service on 

YouTube 

  

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 

 

 

 

 

On-line Worship 

with Communion 
 

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 
 

7 pm Zoom Small 

Group with 

Lynnette 

1:30 pm   

Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm Staff  

Meeting 

 

  

 

10:30 am 

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 

 

7pm Zoom 

Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 

 

1:00 pm Zoom 

Worship Planning 

 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 

 

 

2 pm Zoom 

Small Group 

with Chris 

Satterlund 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16  17 

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

 

7 pm Small Group 

with Lynnette 

10:00 am SPRT 

 

1:30 pm   

Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

  

 

10:30 am 

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 
 

1:00 pm  

Monthly Worship 

Planning Team 
 

7pm Zoom 

Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

9:00 am 

Council 

Meeting 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

On-Line Worship 

 

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

 

7 pm Small Group 

with Lynnette 

 

 

 1:30 pm   

Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

 

 10:30 am 

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 

 

7pm Zoom 

Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

 

7 pm Small Group 

with Lynnette 

 1:30 pm   

Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

  

 

 10:30 am 

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 

 

7pm Zoom 

Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

 


