
  
 
 

 NON - PROFIT ORG. 
          U. S. Postage 
                  P A I D 

   
     Mount Vernon 
    Permit No. 22 

 

Mount Vernon First 
United Methodist Church 

 

1607 East Division Street 
Mount Vernon, WA  98274 

Phone: 360-424-3628 
Fax: 360-424-1057 

office@mvfumc.org 
 

Website: 
http://www.mvfumc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org  
 

Listen to the weekly sermon online at http://www.mvfumc.org/page/sermons_53070 

 
 

:KHUHYHU�\RX�DUH��EH�DOO�WKHUH� 

�����a-LP�(OOLRW 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 
 
 

³Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  
  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to other people through faith in action” 

APRIL 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

April 7 
2 Corinthians 5: 16-19 
     
April 14 Palm Sunday 
Luke 19: 29-42a 
 
April 21 Easter 
Luke 24:1-49 
 
April 28 
John 20:19-31 
 
 
 
   
 

Marco .... Polo …. Death …. Life 
 

Do you remember when you first realized your parents were human and fallible? Or 
when your children or grandchildren discovered you are imperfect? Any illusion our 
girls had about my godlike qualities were dispelled early on; even Santa and flying rein-
deer had a much longer run! Both Dennie and I were pretty open about our shortcom-
ings, admitting we were being shaped and formed as parents as we went and more of-
ten than we wished not doing as well as we wanted. I mean, we weren’t making it up 
out of thin air, because we both had parents who were reasonably successful role mod-
els, both spent time in other kids’ homes and saw both commonalities and differences 
in how their families and ours worked out problems. Plus, we both were interested 
enough in how humans function, communicate, make things work, solve problems and 
reset relationships to invest our time learnings from folks who had spent long years 
investigating such things, then got schooling of a different sort by stepping into the lives 
of people we would otherwise have never known, walking small stretches of their life-
paths with them as observer-commentators, sometimes guiding, often just listening.  
 

One thing we learned was that organizations of all sorts function pretty much like fami-
lies, both being systems and thus subject to similar influences and dynamics. In systems, 
we bump into and tug at one another even when we are not physically close, meaning 
we often feel the tug or push of people, ideas and events within the system but can’t 
see or identify the source of those movements. When someone stretches the bounda-
ries, perhaps by increasing the capacity of the system to do whatever it has communally 
set as the work by which they are identified there will always be others who resist that 
extended identity, pulling back and digging in. Even when a group agrees in principle to 
expand its boundaries, defining the direction(s) and pace of such a move tends to be a 
difficult and contentious process. As we have seen once again, Methodists, with our 
heritage of highly organized, thoughtful and precise addition to order and discipline are 
no exception. 
 

An online story from the UM News (https://www.umnews.org/en/news/amid-tumult-of-
1968-a-church-came-together) about the formation of our current iteration, the United 
Methodist Church, through the 1968 merger of the Evangelical United Brethren 
(750,000 members) and Methodist Church (10.3 million members) points out that in-
ternal discord and division are, sadly, a part of our heritage. “U.S. Methodism during its 
first century saw a structural split about once every decade,” according to noted 
church historian Rev. Russell Ritchey, and several of those splits related to the question  
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(Pastor’s Corner cont.) 
 

of just how big the Methodist ‘tent’ would be. We not only divided along racial lines in a split that would last over a 
century, but also fought about the role of women. Sadly, neither of those divisions are completely healed even to-
day, and even when we moved toward union rather than schism, those within the denomination who were being 
talked about instead of being included in the conversation were likely to be sacrificed for the façade of unity. Ac-
cording to that same article, “In 1939, three Methodist denominations reunited to form what was then the largest 
Protestant denomination in the U.S. But to make that union possible, Methodist Protestant clergywomen had to 
surrender their clergy rights,” while the Methodist Episcopal Church South (created in the era of our Civil War) 
insisted on the creation of a Central Jurisdiction to keep African American majority churches separate from the 
power structures of the newly formed Methodist Church, enshrining racism, segregation and second-class treat-
ment for some of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 

I think we can trust that in every time of dissention and discord, biblical passages were quoted and claimed as the 
basis for exclusion and minimization of some within the Body of Christ, and that people in many churches just want-
ed to stop talking and hearing about the issues. In retrospect, the arguments that darker skinned people are inher-
ently inferior (and that native people are savages and also ‘less than’) and that the Bible clearly forbids women from 
church leadership roles that involve teaching or leading men have come to be seen by most as poor understandings 
of the Bible, although, sadly, clearly not all have arrived at such a conclusion. Today the group our denomination 
struggles with accepting as true children of God is defined by the letters LGBTQIA, and once again we hear patron-
izing statements about how such human beings are certainly welcome to worship with us, contribute financially and 
work alongside our true members, but being entrusted with leadership is out of the question. To me, such state-
ments sound all too much like the old language of “separate but equal,” which everyone knew was, in reality, heavy 
on separate and light on equal. 
 

Here’s the hard news, friends: these are not issues that are going to disappear if we don’t talk about them, because 
they reflect the very core of who we claim to be. We have to decide, each of us, whether our claim to be Christ-
followers will be built upon the insistence that one particular exclusion – out of many – must be the litmus test of 
who’s in and who’s out, or whether we will accept Jesus’ direct definition of what’s required: to believe he is the 
Messiah and to love one another, including both friends and enemies. No legislation can free us of the necessity to 
do the personal heart work of discerning God’s will, including what it means to claim that Jesus both fulfilled the 
commandments and gave his life so all who believe in him will be saved. Saved not just from “hell” after death but 
from exclusion and persecution in this life, the better to experience life fully, both accepting and giving expression 
to the good gifts God offers each and every one. 
 

And here is the good news: God has not given up on us, as individuals, a local congregation or a denomination. The 
Spirit is still at work, calling, empowering, correcting, encouraging, loving, and offering grace and mercy. Those are 
gifts, not earnings, and it is not up to us to determine who God can grace with them, but simply to do what Jesus 
told John’s followers when they asked if he was the One to Come or whether they should wait for another: pay 
attention to what we see, looking for the evidence of the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22) and trusting that whoev-
er demonstrates that fruit is beloved of God, plain and simple. 
      
Pastor Terry 
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New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

One of the new 2019 UMW Reading Program books is “Escape from the Green Mansion: ordinary church 
women and their extraordinary rescue of San Francisco’s brothel slaves” by Christine Taylor. “In the late 1800s 
thousands of Chinese women sailed to America’s West Coast. Many of them were enslaved as soon as they 
stepped off the freighters and were forced into prostitution – the “green mansion”. American prejudice against 
the immigrant Chinese was ugly and strong, and many of these girls lost hope. Many of them died. But a few of 
them began to whisper about the “Jesus women”. The Jesus women were rescuing and freeing the Chinese 
slaves and if the girls could just get word to them…This book is a true story about the courageous Christians 
who risked everything to help free San Francisco’s brothel slaves. [from Amazon] 
 
Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  Just 
sign your name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently displayed on the 
WKLUG�shelf of the Library bookcase. 

                                                               

10th Annual Have a Heart Run is Coming!  
 

Once again, we will have a team participating in the 5K & 2.5 K Walk which 
is April 27th at Edgewater Park in Mount Vernon. Preregistration ends April 
22. Our team name is Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church. Regis-
ter online at http://www.haveaheartrun.org/. You can register as a fundraising 
participant or as a non-fundraising participant and you can sign up for the 5K 
and walk it instead of running. For more information, contact Ellen Ander-
son, 702-595-4947. 

United Methodist Women News… 
 
April Meeting—The April meeting of United Methodist Women will be on Wednesday, April 17th.  There will 
be a potluck luncheon and then a program in Sprague Hall.  All women of the church are invited to attend. 
 
 
 

     “Apron Pockets & Serving Hearts”  
 

All the ladies of the church are invited to join us for our May Brunch on Saturday, May 4th at 
10:00 am.  Our theme is centered on aprons.  If you have an apron that you would like to share, 
please bring it with you. You can either wear it or we can hang it on our “clothesline” for decora-
tion.  If you have a story about that apron, we would love for you to share it that 
morning.  We are also planning on playing a “Name that Odd Kitchen Utensil” 
game.  If you have a strange utensil that you think might stump us, please bring it 
in to be a part of our game.  Feel free to invite family and friends to join us for 
this fun morning!  Sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex soon so that we can plan 
the amount of food needed.        



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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UMVIM Team Going to Okanogan County, April 28—May 4 
 

Central UMC is again planning on taking a UMVIM Team to Okanogan Count this spring to help finish up the 
last two homes in the Re-build efforts over there. The dates that we are looking at are April 28 – May 4. Ex-
penses for this are about $150 per person, plus travel and a few other incidentals. Often times a local church 
will find a way to help members cover these costs (MVFUMC has a special mission trip fund with money availa-
ble to pay for anyone interested in going on this trip) If interested contact Dan Gerhard, revdanger@live.com, 
360-422-5739 as soon as possible to get the paper work filled out. 

Dinners for Eight 
 

Thank you to those who have already hosted a dinner.  We've heard lots of wonderful comments about the fun 
our church folks are having with these wonderful opportunities for food and fellowship.  The dinners continue 
through April.  If you missed out on signing up this year, keep your eyes open next January when we will do it 
again!                                                          --- Barbara del Bosque 

Another Way to Support Family Promise 
 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 from 6—8 pm you will have another opportunity to support Family Promise by attend-
ing Night at the Nursery at Skagit Valley Gardens. This is a private event featuring : 
· Drinks, desserts and appetizers plus a cash bar 
· 30% off one item the evening of the event 
· 20% of the nursery sales will support Family Promise 
 
Tickets: $25   Order online: nurseryfp.brownpapertickets.com  
For more information contact Carolyn Gregg or call 360-854-0743        

It’s Time to Update Our Photo Wall 
 

The photo wall in the hallway is in sad shape. All of us have aged since the last time photos of our church family 
members were taken. It’s time to update them. Pastor Terry will be taking family pictures during coffee hour on 
Palm Sunday, April 14th and April 28th. If you can’t make those dates, you can schedule a time with Terry during 
the week. You will be contacted if you haven’t gotten your picture taken on either of the two Sundays. We 
want to get as complete an album as possible. 

It’s Family Promise Time Again! 
 

The week of April 7—14 homeless children and their parents will again seek shelter in our building for a week. 
If you can help by providing dinner, socializing from 7 to 9 PM, or spending the night in a private room on our 
comfortable airbeds, please contact Carolyn Gregg  (360) 424-7453; (360) 391-0288; or cgregg@valleyint.com. 
The night shift is the easiest shift of all because you get to sleep through it. However it seems to be the hardest 
one to fill. Please give Carolyn a call if you are able to help particularly for the overnight time slot. 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
February 2019 

 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $16,881.53  $18,761.43 
Special Account   $  2,072.66 $  2,689.66 
Memorials  $      -0-  $    -0- 
 

We spent a bit more than we took in during the month of February, but were able to pay all of our bills and 
our conference apportionments.  Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of the church. 
 
For any that are interested our 2019 Church Budget is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.  If you have 
any questions regarding the budget, please feel free to contact Lori Flores, Pastor Terry, Barbara del Bosque or 
Doreen Nystrom. 

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt—April 20th at 10:00 am 
 

We are once again co-hosting a Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt for the children of our community, along with the 
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church and Trinity Lutheran Church.  This year we will be at the MV Presbyterian  
Church. Here are the ways that you can help out with this special event… 
 

1. Donate small wrapped candies that can be placed in the plastic eggs. 
 

2. When the bags of plastic eggs are in the Narthex, you can take a bag home to fill. Instructions for filling are 
attached to each bag. 

 

3. Volunteer on the day of the Egg Hunt!  We will need egg distributers (they aren’t really hidden) at 8 am 
that morning.  We will also need Easter Egg Guards (so no one starts hunting early), people to help with 
face painting, watching the “Bubbles & Chalk” station outside, and Bouncy House “Bouncers”.  Sign up to 
volunteer on the sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 

 

 4.  Bring your kids, grandkids, neighbors and friends to this fun event! 
 

Any questions, see Lori Flores in the office. 
 

Holy Week at MVFUMC 
 

Palm Sunday—April 14th—Join us in worship at 8:30 am or 10:30 am.  We will have Palm branches to wave 
to begin our Holy Week. 
 
Maundy Thursday—April 18th—There will be a worship service at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary in observance 
of Maundy Thursday. 
 
Good Friday—April 19th—Please join us for worship at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary as we observe Good Fri-
day together. 
 
Easter Celebration Worship—We will have one worship service on Easter morning at 10:30 am to cele-
brate the risen Lord!  This service will be full of music and beautiful flowers.   The children will gather at 
9:30 am for Sunday School before the traditional Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

4/2  Virginia Skaggs 
 
4/3  Ruth Ann O’Neil 
 
4/4  Doug Rindal 
 
4/5  Carolyn Gregg 
      Donna Freiman 
 
4/6  Barbara Hendrickson 
  Karen Hoey 
  Dennis Jones 
 
4/7  Alice Hansen 
  Roger Mercer 
  Jennifer McCoy 
 
4/11 Mary Holmstrom 
 
4/13 Lisa LaRocque 
 
4/16 Lisa Esparza 
 
4/17 Kevin del Bosque 
 
4/19 Geoff Almvig 
  Monica Hodges 
  Bridget Perez 
 
4/20 Kyle Miller 
  Loren Pirkle 
 
4/21 Mario Perez 
 
4/22 Denise Brand 
  Shary DeMarcey 
 
4/25 Cheryl Fear 
  Lori Flores 
  Marjorie Mandery 
 
4/27     Frank Repplier 
 
4/28 Dan Breznau 
  Rita Newton 
 
4/30 Floyd Gregg 
  Linda Jones 
 
 
 

APRIL
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Little Church and 

Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
  

1  2  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

3  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Dark Woods 

Study 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7 Family Promise 
  
 See Sunday Schedule Above 

8 Family Promise 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

9 Family Promise 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

10 Family Promise
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm NAMI Education
6:30 pm Dark Woods 

Study 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 
14 Pictures during 

Coffee Hour 
  

        
 See Sunday Schedule Above 

15  
10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

16  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

17  
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Dark Woods 

Study 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

21  Happy Easter 
  
9:30 am Little Church & Sun-

day School 
10 am  Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 am Celebration Wor-

ship 

           

22  
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

23  
10:00 am MOPS Steering 

Committee 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

24  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

28 Pictures during 
Coffee Hour 

  
See Sunday Schedule Above 

29  30  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
4/3     Rand and Patty O’Donnell  
 
4/4     Joe & Charlotte Ambrose 
 
4/13    Jung Jang and Seoyoung       
          Han 
 
4/17    Chris Neblett & Susan 
           Edwards  
 
4/18   Bryce and Susan Butler  
 
4/23   Clay and Linda Cook 
 
4/27   Rick Timmerman and 
          Deanne Lundquist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

APRIL 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Staff Meeting 
Dark Woods 
Study 
Chancel Choir 

4  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

5  6  

Family Promise 
Staff Meeting 
NAMI Education 
Dark Woods 
Study 
Chancel Choir 
Finance Meeting 
Girl Scout Troop 
45063 

11 Family Promise 
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

12 Family Promise 13 Family Promise 

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 
and meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Dark Woods 
Study 
Chancel Choir 

18  Maundy Thursday  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm GS WW Leader 
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday 

Service 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

19  Good Friday  
  
  
  
7:00 pm Good Friday 

Worship Service 

20 

  
10 am Neighborhood Easter 
 Egg Hunt at MV Presbyterian 

Church 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 
Girl Scout Troop 
45063 

25  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
2:00 pm MOPS Garage Sale 

Set-Up 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

26 MOPS Garage 
Sale 

27 MOPS Garage 
Sale 

  
9:00 am Have a Heart Walk/

Run at Edgewater 
Park 

      


