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Wherever you are, be all there. 

     ~Jim Elliot 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

 
 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  
  and to reach out to other people through faith in action” 

The Methodist Greeter 
 

APRIL 2018 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

April 1 - Easter  
John 20:1-22 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
April 8  
Acts 10:34 
 
April 15 
Acts 10:1-17, 34-35 
 
April 22 
Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18 
 
April 29 
Romans 1:1-17 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A pregnant pause … life between Easter and Pentecost 
 

As I write this, we are approaching Palm Sunday, which parades us into Holy Week. I 
don’t know about others, but for me, that is always a challenging week, filled with pow-
erful symbols and moments. It reminds me of a very long, emotionally charged memori-
al service, bringing together celebration, shock, frustration and anger, devastating loss, 
and the live/death/new life cycle. There is life-in-the-midst-of-death, as Jesus breathes 
hope into impoverished, broken and excluded people; death-in-the-midst-of-life, as 
powerful governmental, religious and economic forces attempt to stomp out that hope 
before it invigorates people to expect more from their leaders; and finally, life-
triumphing-over-death as Jesus passes through Sheol and shares fishes and loaves once 
again with those who recognize him. On Easter, the thin, misguided ruckus of Palm Sun-
day is rejuvenated and transformed into a very different kind of celebration – one with 

staying power because it is based in honest hope instead of desperate desire. 
 

Except … well … so little really had changed! Sure, Jesus surged past being transfigured 
to being fully transformed, and hope began to rise within a very few while fear did the 
same in at least as many others, but the world in general seemed to have merely 
shrugged briefly, as if to say, “That was interesting,” then carried on with little or no 
adjustment. The Messiah, long-awaited by some, unexpected by others, came, embod-
ied an unanticipated message for a short time, was ushered off the scene in a humiliat-
ing and publically painful way used by the powerful to subdue and eliminate the seem-
ingly powerless, and neither humanity nor Creation was noticeably changed. His core 
students were confused and afraid, and at least a few slipped off to see if they could still 
earn a living as fishermen, and when their hope was rekindled around a seashore cook-
out, they took the next step in their own transformation – they began to wait, all the 
while doing what we did throughout Lent. They stilled themselves and listened, then 

ventured out to test the waters of leadership.  
 

Easter is, clearly, a birth-day; a day of beginning and a moment somewhat like the Big 
Bang, when life was turned loose in Creation with unmeasurable force and authority 
which, paradoxically, happened so quietly, so subtly, that even those closest to the nex-
us of this time-, space- and consciousness-shattering event could not see it even when 
it was right in front of them. Awareness of what had happened dawned both slowly and 
suddenly, requiring a confirmation from several senses simultaneously or in rapid suc-
cession for the tumblers of memory of the past and well-grounded hope for the future 
to drop into place. And, in what for me remains a powerful learning moment, while all 
of Creation had been bathed in the transformative moment, it required a personal in-
teraction and openness for it to bubble up to awareness and each person got to have 
his or her individual version of that process, most of which happened, not surprisingly, 

in the midst of others. I have always loved and enjoyed how the movie, “Field of  
Dreams,” depicted this process, when the banking brother-in-law of Kevin Costner’s 

character was awakened when he witnessed the threat of death turn to the promise of  
(turn page for “the rest of the story”) 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
February 2018 

 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $23,832.46  $20,288.40 
Special Account   $  1,846.00 $  2,388.80 
Memorials  $      10.00  $    -0- 
 

As you can see, it was a good month where we took in more than we spent.  We are current on all of our 
bills and apportionments.  Thank you for supporting the ministries of our church! 

(Pastor’s Corner cont.) 
 

life and then, in a bit of a daze, asked when the baseball players (who, of course, were there all along) had arrived 

on the field! 
 

Having experienced, or at least passed through, the birth-day celebration of God’s transformative act of overcom-
ing the finality of death with the reality of a new kind of life, we now step into the in-between time that theologians 
call the ‘already and not yet’ phase of redemptive kingdom living. The decisive moment has arrived, the critical ac-
tion has been taken, and salvation has been accomplished … but that salvation is not yet complete. For some the 
salvific act has yet to be really encountered, even if the story has been shared, and for probably all of us, there re-
main corners, maybe even whole rooms, in our lives the bright light of new life has not yet reached. Some of those 
spaces remain dark, cold and fear-filled because we do not yet trust deeply enough to believe any light can pene-
trate them; others, because we are sure the light would illuminate the space and all the failures we have stored 
therein and we do not yet believe we can, or even should, survive such a sight. I suspect Peter never forgot his de-
nials of his relationship with Jesus, and that Jesus had seen him so well as to have been able to predict that deep 
moral lapse. I believe Jesus remembers it as well, although perhaps differently, because he looks through the lens of 

heartbreaking love while Peter peers through the perspective of guilt and shame. 
 

But here’s the good news, friends: Christ is RISEN! Not only rejuvenated; not only loose in Creation, unfet-
tered by any box, be it physical, emotional, psychological, reasoned, or even theological; but RISEN … transformed 
to the fullness of BEING, of LOVING, of FORGIVING, and of PRESENCE. My hope is that we will continue our 
trajectory of opening up our personal and congregational ‘boxes’ that are laced with fear, anger, regret, shame, or 
guilt, the better to invite in the ‘already’ of God’s amazing acceptance and love, even as we also continue to prac-
tice stillness in recognition of the ‘not yet’ of our incomplete stage of transformation, and the world’s as well. The 
story did not end on Easter morning! Easter points us toward Pentecost, yet another 7 weeks out; and Pentecost 
will point us toward the horizon once again and a landscape filled with opportunities and challenges. Just when we 
might be feeling like we are losing our focus, we can trust that we will find ourselves once again hoping for the re-

turn of Emmanuel, as we look to the hills and the night sky for our redemption. 
 

Thank you for stepping up and stepping out in so many ways! I am continually lifted up by your willingness to open 

the curtains of your lives, the better to invite in the refreshing, challenging Breath of Life! 
 

Pastor Terry 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with the Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt! What a wonderful community 
event!  It is great to share the work with the wonderful folks from Trinity Lutheran Preschool & Church and the 
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church. And a big THANK YOU to everyone who took eggs home (You filled 2400 
eggs!), helped with advertising (Sue Erickson), got the Bouncy House repaired (Chris Flores), and to everyone who 
volunteered to help out on the day of the event.  If you get this newsletter prior to Saturday, March 31st… we can 

still use more helpers!  Thanks again!  Lori Flores  
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New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

“Adventure of Ascent: field notes from a lifelong journey” by Luci Shaw is one of the 2018 UMW Reading Program 
books. “For most of us, growing older is a reality we try to put off, but then we realize—shockingly—that it happens 
anyway. We immediately look around to see how others on the path just ahead of us are dealing with it. Here is the 
intrepid Luci Shaw, taking you on a virtual hike with steps more deliberate and slow but also with surprising vistas 

that fill us with gratitude. 
 

In this book, Shaw serves as a fearless and eloquent scout. As she traverses new territory, she records her experi-
ences lovingly, honestly, sorrowfully and joyfully. Here’s what it’s like, and here’s what to be redy for. These field 

notes will inform your own journey, no matter what your age. [from UMW Catalog.] 
 

Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library. Just sign 

your name, title of the book, and check-out date on the clipboard prominently displayed on the third shelf of the  
Library bookcase. 

Connecting Neighbors – UMCOR Emergency Preparedness 
Training 

 

Cedar Cross United Methodist Church in Mill Creek will present a training by Wendy 
and David Riddle on April 21st from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  This training is free and lunch 
will be provided.    The training has 3 areas of focus:  personal and home readiness, 
church readiness, and readiness to serve your neighbors in case of emergency. The goal 

of this workshop is to inspire congregations to be better able to minimize disaster-caused harm to people and prop-
erty and to respond our neighbors in helpful, cooperative and caring ways on behalf of the church and in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ.   To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/connecting-neighbors-april-2018-tickets-
43219341213.  The church address is 1210-132nd Street  SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 and phone # is 425-338-7845.   
For more information please contact Kay Martin. 

UMVIM Team Going to Okanogan County, May 28 – June 2 
 

Central UMC, Sedro-Woolley, is again organizing a United Methodist Volunteer In Mission (UMVIM) Team to help 
rebuild homes lost in the wildfires of 2014 and 2015.  Members of Mount Vernon First UMC are invited to join this 
UMVIM Team for this meaningful and life-changing “hands-on” mission project.  Even if you can only be with us part 
of the week, we would like to have you join us.  If you have questions about this ministry opportunity or would like 

more information, contact Dan Gerhard: revdanger@live.com or 360-422-5739. 

                                                               

Have a Heart Walk/Run  
 

to benefit Skagit Community Action takes place on April 28th.   Be sure to register 
before March 31st  as the registration fees increase  on that date.  The team name 

is First United Methodist Church.   Contact Kay Martin for more information. 

Dinners for Seven 
 

Thank you to those who have already hosted a dinner.  We've heard lots of wonderful comments about the fun our 
church folks are having with these wonderful opportunities for food and fellowship.  The dinners continue through 
April.  If you missed out on signing up this year, keep your eyes open next January when we will do it again!           
--- Barbara del Bosque 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Construction News Flash from the Trustee Work Group 

Here is a short update regarding our new storage building project. Since our last newsletter communication, we 

have : 

• Coordinated with the Church Council and Endowment Fund managers and Pastor Terry  and Lori to set up  the   

funding process. 

• Selected the north location for the building …just off the NW end of the main parking lot near the existing mow-

er sheds. 

• Given final approval of the  building design and materials 

• Selected a contractor to prepare the building site 

• Selected a contractor to construct building. 

•    Received a building permit from the city. 
 
 

ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION  IS UNDERWAY ! ! 
Stay tuned and enjoy watching . 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless Workshop 
 

Will meet Tuesday, April 10th and Tuesday, April 24th from 1 to 3pm 
 

Church Cleaning Team 
 

Will meet on Wednesday, April 4, Tuesday, April 10th, Wednesday, April 18th and Tuesday, April 24th from 9:30am 

until…. 

Support Family Promise 
 

Thursday, April 19, 2018 from 6—8 pm you will have another oppor-
tunity to support Family Promise by attending Night at the Nursery 

at Skagit Valley Gardens. This is a private event featuring : 
• Drinks, desserts and appetizers plus a cash bar 
• 30% off one item the evening of the event 
• 20% of the nursery sales will support Family Promise 
 

Tickets: $25   Order online: nurseryfp.brownpapertickets.com  
For more information contact Carolyn Gregg or call 360-854-0743        

Mark Your Calendars Ladies! 
 

Upcoming United Methodist Women events are: 
Monthly Salad Luncheon and Meeting third Wednesday, April 18 at noon 
Spring Brunch Saturday May 5th at 10:00 am—Wear your Spring hat or be square! 
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United Methodist “Way Forward Table Talks” 
 

Bishop Stanovsky has invited us to participate in a “Table Talk” as part of the ongoing work to develop a “Way 
Forward” within our denomination to hear God’s desires and plan for us regarding how gender politics are applied 
in our Book of Discipline and whether we can actually remain a “United” Methodist Church, the Greater North-
west Episcopal area (our geographical area served by a single Bishop – Oregon, Idaho, Washington and Alaska) is 
encouraging us all to participate in holy conversations. The nearest one to us will be held on Saturday, April 28, 
at the Edmonds UMC, Edmonds, WA, from 1 to 4 p.m. Bishop Stanovsky will not be able to attend all of 
these discussions but does plan to be at this one. For more information on the format and how to prepare, visit 
this website: http://greaternw.org/table-talks. The goal of the talks is not to ‘sell’ any position, but to practice the 
skills and holy process of listening and sharing ideas in a respectful manner. There will be a sign-up sheet in front 
of the office to indicate if you’d like to ride with others or can take one or more riders in your vehicle.  I hope we 
will have a large turnout for this event, and although it was not part of our plan that our 2 Lenten book studies 

would be excellent preparations for this process, that certainly does NOT mean it was not part of God’s! 

Thoughts from Your Finance Team 
 

It is tempting at times to want to give to all the wonderful special offerings in support of the many needs in our 
world.  Our church makes those opportunities available to you on a regular basis.  We recognize that many of you 
are on rather limited budgets.  While giving to a special need may seem more exciting or satisfying, we encourage 
you to only give what you can afford over and above your regular giving in support of the church's general budget.  
In other words, don't lessen your pledge in order to support a special offering.  Why, you ask?  Without the church, 
none of the ongoing work that the church does would get done!  Think of the many ways your church, simply by 
being clean, heated, staffed, and willing, helps our church family, our local community, and the world. 
 

Also, we want to encourage you to think about giving to our Endowment Fund.  It has become a wonderful source 
of revenue for special projects and staff that we otherwise would not be able to afford.  However, we do not want 
to deplete it more rapidly than we “refill” it.  There are several ways to help in this regard.  One would be to give a 
gift to the 1st UMC with “endowment” marked on the memo line to celebrate a special occasion in your life (an an-
niversary, a new grandbaby, the sale of property, or an unexpected “windfall”).  A second way is to ask that when 
there is a death, memorial gifts be designated for the Endowment Fund.  And a third option would be to include the 
Endowment Fund in your will.  What a wonderful way to continue to support the church and its ministry long after 
you're gone!  Thank you to those of you who have already been supporting this fund. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns, or thoughts regarding finances, please speak to one of your finance team mem-
bers (Lori Flores, Pastor Terry Hall, Wylie Keeler, Doreen Nystrom, and me.)  Thank you for your continued sup-
port! 
 

Blessings, 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

New Book/Bible Study 
Pastor Terry will be starting a new study in the 2nd week of April, once again on Tuesdays, with sessions available 
from 1:30-3 pm, and from 5:30-7 pm. The book will be Brian McLaren’s The Great Spiritual Migration: How the 
World’s Largest Religion Is Seeking a Better Way to Be Christian. Brian is one of the most influential Christian 
writers of our time, and consistently manages to wrestle complex concepts and theological issues into accessible, 
meaningful words that open both hearts and minds. Beware – he also challenges his readers and dares to suggest 
new ways to envision the heart and soul of our faith, for which he has taken considerable heat over the years! If you 
are interested, please either sign up for your preferred time or contact Pastor Terry for more information.  We’ll 
order a dozen copies of the book – they run about $12 from Cokesbury, including tax, but don’t let cost keep you 
from this exciting, challenging, encouraging and spiritually-forming study, which will also tie in with our worship! 
 

Pastor Terry will be on vacation during the week after Easter, but can still be reached for emergen-

cies  
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

4/1  Aileen Farlow 
 
4/2  Virginia Skaggs 
 
4/4  Doug Rindal 
 
4/5  Carolyn Gregg 

      Donna Freiman 
 
4/6  Barbara Hendrickson 
  Karen Hoey 
  Dennis Jones 
 
4/7  June Dunlap 
  Alice Hansen 
  Roger Mercer 
  Jennifer McCoy 
 
4/11 Mary Holmstrom 
 
4/13 Lisa LaRocque 
 
4/16 Lisa Esparza 
 
4/17 Kevin del Bosque 
 
4/19 Geoff Almvig 
  Monica Hodges 
  Bridget Perez 
 
4/20 Kyle Miller 
  Loren Pirkle 
 
4/21 Mario Perez 
 
4/22 Denise Brand 
  Shary DeMarcey 
 
4/25 Cheryl Fear 
  Lori Flores 
  Marjorie Mandery 
 
4/27     Frank Repplier 
 
4/28 Dan Breznau 
  Rita Newton 
 
4/30 Floyd Gregg 
  Linda Jones 

 
 

APRIL
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

   Happy Easter! 
1 
9:30 am Sunday School & 

Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 am Worship 
  

2  
5:30 pm Overeaters Anony-

mous 

3  
6:00 pm NAMI Board Meet-

ing 

4  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

8  
8:30 am Service with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children’s 
Choir & Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 

9  
1:00 pm Hugo's 
Accordion Band 
1:00 pm NAMI 
Peer to Peer 
5:30 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 

10  
1:00 pm Sleeping Mat Team 
1:30 pm Class w/Pastor 
Terry 
5:30 pm Class w/Pastor 
Terry 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 
Leadership 
6:30 pm NAMI Education 

11  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

5:30 pm Skagit Valley Youth

Group 
6:00 pm GS Troop #45063

6:15 pm Piano Class

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

15  
8:30 am Service with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children’s 
Choir & Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 

16  
10:00 am UMW 
Executive Board Meeting 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
1:30 pm Wesleyan Circle 
5:30 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 

17  
9:30 am MOPS 
1:30 pm Class w/Pastor 
Terry 
5:30 pm Class w/Pastor  
Terry 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts Den 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts of WW 

(leaders) 

18  
12:00 pm UMW

Luncheon and Meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

6:15 pm Piano Class

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

22  
8:30 am Service with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children’s 
Choir & Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 

23  
9:00 am Newsletter 
Mailing Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's 
Accordion Band 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
5:30 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 

24  
1:00 pm Sleeping Mat Team 
1:30 pm Class w/Pastor 
Terry 
5:30 pm Class w/Pastor 
Terry 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts Pack 
7:00 pm NAMI Support 
Group 

25  
10:00 am Worship

Support Team 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

6:15 pm Piano Class

6:30 pm GS Troop

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

29  
8:30 am Service with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children’s 
Choir & Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 

30  
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
5:30 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
4/3     Rand and Patty O’Donnell  
 
4/4     Joe & Charlotte Ambrose 
 
4/13    Jung Jang and Seoyoung       
          Han 
 
4/17    Chris Neblett & Susan 
           Edwards  
 
4/18   Bryce and Susan Butler  
 
4/23   Clay and Linda Cook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

APRIL 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 
Finance Meeting 

5  
8:30 am Men's Morning 
Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Mtg 
3:30 pm GS Troop 44345 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

6  7  

Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm Skagit Valley Youth 

GS Troop #45063 
Piano Class 
Chancel Choir 

12  
8:30 am Men's Morning 
Ministry 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
6:30 pm GS Troop 44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

13  14  

12:00 pm UMW 
Luncheon and Meeting 

Staff Meeting 
Piano Class 
Chancel Choir 

19  
8:30 am Men's Morning 
Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
2:30 pm Trustees Mtg 
3:30 pm GS Troop 44345 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

20 MOPS Garage 

Sale 
21 MOPS Garage 

Sale 

10:00 am Worship 

Staff Meeting 
Piano Class 
GS Troop 45063 
Chancel Choir 

26  
8:30 am Men's Morning 
Ministry 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to 
Peer 
6:30 pm GS Troop 44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

27  28  
9:00 am Have a Heart 
Run/Walk at Edgewater 
Park 
  
1:00 pm Girl Scout Tea 

      


