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Pastor’s Corner
BIBLE READINGS
FOR THE MONTH

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April 2
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-4
April 9 Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Phillippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66
or Matthew 17:11-54
April 16 Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 11:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18 or
Matthew 28:1-10

Wherever you are, be all there.
~Jim Elliot

April 23
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
April 30
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org

Pastor Terry B. Hall
What’s with all this talk about compassion?

First, a little clarification about my message in the last newsletter: no one has told
me they are thinking of leaving the church, or expressed any concerns about my
Sunday messages sounding too political. I was simply trying to get out in front of the
curve and let people in on my thinking before any dander was raised, largely because, well, frankly folks leave churches all the time for ‘offenses’ and ‘slights’ of all
sorts, generally without ever attempting a conversation with the person(s) by whom
they feel offended. Sometimes before they go and even afterwards, they tell anyone
who will listen all about what they believe is ‘wrong’ with their former church, and
continue to do so for years to come. The first month in one of my appointments I
heard a story about a neighbor who had shared in great detail with a team from the
church distributing some information house-by-house how he had been treated
badly by two or three folks from one of the church committees … wait for it …
over 50 years earlier! YIKES! No statue of limitations on church-related wounds, I
guess! Which brings me to this month’s message.
I was a teenager in the 1960’s and a young adult at the beginning of the 1970’s,
which is the last time I remember encountering anything like the sort of divisiveness
and free-floating anger I experience around (and sometimes within) me much of the
time these days. And while the exact particulars have changed, it seems that the
basic issues – racial relationships, expressions of sexuality and the divide between
love and violence as basic responses to the world – are not much different. I’m going to repeat some things I have said before, because I don’t think they can be overstated, so I ask for your indulgence or forgiveness, depending on how you feel
about them.
We can view the hot-button issues through a variety of filters: age; gender; political
party affiliation; economic status; parenting style (based, in part, on deep beliefs
about what constitutes ‘love’, ‘responsibility’, ‘adulthood’, etc.); our hopes and
dreams for our own lives and those of our children/future generations. What we
are generally incapable of doing is seeing issues without any filter or even as separate from one another. It often seems to feel as if allowing our perspective to shift,
even a wee bit, on any topic might just cause an avalanche of collapsing values that
threaten our most closely-held beliefs about things we hold dear. And so we tend
to tighten our grip, hunker down, and defend, defend, defend, believing on some
level that we absolutely cannot afford to allow compassion to dissuade us from
what we ‘know’ to be true and essential.
But when we clear away other perspectives long enough to step behind the filter of
Christ’s teaching and modeling, we are much more likely to perceive and be drawn
toward his path. He did not teach or model how to choose the best political party,
(continued next page)
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(Pastor’s Corner cont.)
just as he did not quiz the blind man about how he would use his sight if it was restored to insure he would
never look lustfully at any person or object. He did not appear concerned about whether the Centurion was
righteous in God’s eyes before healing his servant/son, nor whether the leper would become an upright, contributing member of his community when he was restored to it by his healing. While he had many conflicts
with the religious leaders of his time, he did not hesitate to visit the home of Jairus and restore the life of his
daughter. The host of the wedding in Cana would have suffered nothing worse than embarrassment and perhaps some lingering reduction in his social standing – two things about which Jesus seemed unconcerned – yet
he took decisive and generous action to turn the man’s impending devaluation around to amazement at his
hospitality.
That’s the thing about compassion – it couldn’t be much simpler nor more challenging! It’s less like physics
and more like Rachmaninov’s third concerto … it’s not hard to understand, but it does require a commitment
to practice. These days, we can actually see how practice shifts the ‘wiring’ in our brains: building, then
strengthening neural pathways involved with new behaviors. The more we use those pathways, the stronger
they become and the more likely it is we will fall into the behaviors they support without having to think our
way there when a situation presents itself. So, for example, having spent three years resisting temptation and
following God’s heart without regard to whether folks cheered his efforts or conspired to kill him because of
them, Jesus was prepared when he got to the garden of Gethsemane with a full understanding of the path he
was on. For us, compassion is about being the sort of person we hope will come to the aid of our children
when they are standing on the roadside in the rain because their car has broken down; and it is also about
being people who can so befriend and learn from our own woundedness, unfulfilled longings and fears that we
are actually helped by their wisdom instead of becoming paralyzed in their presence.
I am so thankful for this Lenten season, and the support and encouragement I have felt from you all since
Dennie and I showed up on your doorstep 9 months ago! I am especially enjoying and appreciating the opportunity to share this journey into intentional, rehearsed lives of compassion with the folks who have been part
of the conversations in our two study groups. And, of course, I give thanks to God for loving us so abundantly
and openly!

Again, thank you for your expressions of love and prayers.
Kerry Keeler

Vacation Bible School, July 17-21
We will once again be putting on a week of Vacation Bible School along with our friends from the MV Presbyterian Church. This year we will be the Host church for VBS! The theme for this year is “Hero Central:
Discover Your Strength in God”. If you are interested in being a center leader, an age-group leader, snack
assistant, or nursery help please talk with Lori Flores. Thanks for your support!

The Jelly Bean Prayer
Red is for the blood He gave.
Green is for the grass He made.
Yellow is for the sun so bright.
Orange is for the edge of night.

Pastor Terry

FINANCIAL REPORT
February 2017
Regular Account
Special Account
Memorials

Note of Thanks
On behalf of Wylie and myself, we wish to thank everyone for your cards of love and concern for Wylie’s health.
Your prayers are so appreciated and I am sure have helped us get through this time. Hopefully the doctors will
soon be able to decide on the best and safest course of action to heal his body.

Income
$21,303.22
$ 666.58
$ 65.00

Expense
$19,177.70
$ 7,462.90
$ -0-

As you can see, it was a good month where we took in more than we spent. We are current on all of our
bills and apportionments. Thank you for supporting the ministries of our church!

New Director of Music Ministry Hired
We are happy to announce that Jung Jang has been hired as our new Director of Music Ministry. Jung will join our
staff May 1st with his first Sunday as choir director being May 7. Jung is an accomplished organist/keyboardist,
choir director, has been part of a bell choir, and has experience with developing children’s choirs. His Master’s of
Ministry degree adds to his depth of experience in music ministry.
Jung’s wife Seoyoung Han and his 5 yr old daughter Sarah are currently living in Everett.

White is for the grace He gave.
Purple is for His hour of sorrow.
Pink is for our new tomorrow.
A bag full of jellybeans colorful and sweet,
Is a prayer, is a promise, is a special treat.
May the joy of Christ's resurrec on
Fill your hearts and bless your life.
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Coming April 2nd
Game
Night
Stacey Trobman, a Messianic Jew, will be presenting
Messiah
in the Passover during the 10:30 worship service. This gives the Christian Community
insight
into
Jewish
traditions
so that the Jewish roots of Christianity can
Put
Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night! We will meet in
be better understood. This program also helps the Jewish and Christian communities better understand their
Sprague
at 6:30Stacey
p.m. for
games.
Feel free to bring aRussian
snack to
sharefamily
and any
commonHall
heritage.
wassome
born fun
andand
raised
in a second-generation
Jewish
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came games
to know
that
you especially
play. age
Or of
justseven.
bringWe
yourself…
we will
plenty
of games as
here
too!
Anywill
questhe Lord
in 1972 atlike
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will observe
ourhave
regular
communion
well.
There
be no
tions, please see Lori in the church office.
early service so those who usually attend that service can come enjoy this presentation.

Faith in Action
Have a Heart Walk/Run to benefit Skagit Community Action takes place on April 29th. Be sure to register before April 15th as the registration fees increase on that date. The team is set up as The Hopeful
Hearts. To register, go to www.haveaheartrun.org, click on Register, then Join a Team, type in the team
name The Hopeful Hearts, and then you can choose which event you would like to join. If you wish to
make a donation toward our $500 goal you can do that after you register. If you have any problems registering, I would be glad to help you. Thanks for your participation. Kay
A big thanks to everyone who participated in the Diaper Drive, the food drive for the local food banks, and
the Pies for People fund raiser for Skagit Habitat for Humanity. Your contributions to make life better for
members of our local community are very much appreciated.

New Book on UMW Library Shelves
“Not safe for church: ten commandments for reaching new generations” by F. Douglas Powe, Jr. and Jasmine
Rose Smothers is one of the 2017 UMW Reading Program books. “Congregations say they want to reach new
and younger people, many of whom are simply turned off by church. To really connect, congregations have to
start doing new things that are out of their comfort zones. F. Douglas Powe, Jr. and Jasmine Rose Smothers give
ten ways to help, providing tools to reframe the good news in non-traditional ways and move from merely stating
your intentions to taking action. This book includes study questions for leadership teams”. [from Book Jacket]
One story in the book was of an aging congregation with few younger members. They decided before closing the
church to use some of their financial resources to sponsor a community meal for families one evening each week.
The congregation calculated in about a year all their resources would be exhausted and they would close their
doors. In a few months, the congregation noticed more families attending church services. The families who came
for the meals had discovered the church and the congregation found its purpose in the community.

Upcoming Worship
April 2

Seder/Communion with Stacey Trobman and Pastor Terry
(One service only at 10:30 am)

April 9

Palm Sunday

April 14 Good Friday Service at 7 pm
April 16 EASTER (One service only at 10:30 am)
April 23 Worship with special guest, Lasana Kanneh, blind Liberian Christian drummer/
singer/song writer

Notes from your Church Council

When your Church Council met on Saturday, March 25, the main item on their agenda was visioning. During the
“Town Hall” meeting after worship on February 25, those in attendance were asked to complete a brief questionnaire that asked what their hearts, minds and spirts longed for, and the Council wishes to thank all
those who provided input in this way! The results showed many of those in attendance had named peace,
more in- depth studies of the Bible, opportunities to learn more about prayer and other spiritual practices, and
chances to strengthen connections with others as their main longings. Several ways to meet these desires were
raised during the current meeting and work will continue toward trying some new things in the coming months,
along with encouraging efforts and activities already in practice.
During the all-church meeting last month, someone asked whether the Church Council meetings under the current, “one-board governance” model were still open for anyone to attend like they were under the previous
committee structure. The answer is “Yes,” with a couple of qualifications. Any church member is welcome to
attend the Council meetings, with the understanding they will be welcomed as observers, but not active participants. One limitation to this openness will be when personnel matters are discussed, as the Council is required
to maintain confidentiality around such discussions. (Note: should congregants have concerns or praise about a church
staff member, they should contact Pastor Terry. If the Pastor is the subject of the concern or praise, any Council member
can be contacted.)
In accordance with the understanding of the relationships between functioning teams, such as the Staff/Pastor
Relations Team, and the Council, the Council confirmed the plan to hire Jung Jang as our Music Director, effective May 1, 2017, after he completes the terms of his current contract with a university in Texas. The Council
will also be working with Pastor Terry to discern potential new members for some of our foundational Teams.

Naomi Foote

Please Help Keep Our Church Secure
Several times this past month, one or more exterior doors of the church have been left unlocked after everyone
has left for the day. This leaves the church accessible for vagrancy, and vandalism. If you go out a locked door,
please make sure it locks after you. If you are the last person to leave the building, it is your responsibility to go
around to all the exterior doors and check that they are locked. Actually push on the door as they often look
like they are locked but are slightly ajar. If you don’t know where all the doors are located, or don’t know how
to lock them, see Sue in the office for help.
It is also the responsibility of the last person leaving the building to be sure all bathroom lights are out. Thanks
for your cooperation!

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt
We are once again co-hosting an Easter Egg Hunt with the Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church and Trinity Lutheran Church & Preschool. This amazing event will take place on Saturday, April 15th at 10:00 am at Trinity
Lutheran Church. Thank you so much to all those who have taken home plastic Easter Eggs to fill! Eggs are due
back to the church by April 9th. If you are interested in volunteering on the morning of the event (and we need
lots of helpers!) please check out the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Some of the areas where help is needed: Egg scatterers, Egg guards, face painters, people to help in the Bubbles
and Chalk area outside.
If you have any questions, please contact Lori Flores in the church office. Thank you!
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BIRTHDAYS
4/1

Aileen Farlow

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

ANNIVERSARIES
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

4/2

Virginia Skaggs

4/4

Doug Rindal

4/5

Carolyn Gregg
Donna Freiman

4/6

Barbara Hendrickson
Karen Hoey
Dennis Jones

4/7

June Dunlap
Alice Hansen
Roger Mercer
Jennifer McCoy

4/11

Mary Holmstrom

4/13

Lisa LaRocque

4/16

Lisa Esparza

4/17

Kevin del Bosque

4/19

Geoff Almvig
Monica Hodges
Bridget Perez

4/20

Kyle Miller
Loren Pirkle

4/21

Mario Perez

4/22

Denise Brand
Shary DeMarcey

4/25

Cheryl Fear
Lori Flores
Marjorie Mandery

4/27

Frank Repplier

4/28

Dan Breznau
Rita Newton

4/30

Floyd Gregg
Linda Jones

2 Communion Sunday
No 8:30 am Worship today
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour

3
5:00 pm NAMI

4
12 pm MOPS Playday at
Jungle Playland
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal

5
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Soup Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:00 pm Lenten Study

6
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
9:30 am Quilters
2:00 pm Lenten Study
4:00 pm G S Troop 44345
5:00 pm NAMI
6:30 pm Bell Choir

7
8
6:00 pm Women's AA meeting

11
12
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm NAMI
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

13 Maundy Thursday
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm G S Troop 44129

14 Good Friday
6:00 pm Women's AA meeting
7:00 pm Good Friday Worship Service

16 Happy Easter!
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour

17
10:00 am UMW Executive
Board Meeting
1:30 pm Wesleyan Circle

18
19
9:30 am MOPS
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal
and Meeting
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm G S Troop 42444
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

20
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
10:00 am Quilters
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting
4:00 pm G S Troop 44345
6:30 pm Bell Choir

21
22
Skagit Valley Genealogi6:00 pm Women's AA meetcal Society Gathering
ing

27 MOPS Garage Sale
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm G S Troop 44129

28 MOPS Garage Sale
29 MOPS Garage Sale
6:00 pm Women's AA meetHave a Heart Run/Walk for
ing
Community Action at
Edgewater Park

30
8:30 am Early Worship
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour

Rand and Patty O’Donnell

4/4

Joe & Charlotte Ambrose

4/17

Chris Neblett & Susan
Edwards

4/23 Clay and Linda Cook

10
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion
Band

26
10:00 am Worship Support
Team
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

4/3

4/18 Bryce and Susan Butler

9 Palm Sunday
8:30 am Early Worship
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour
5 – 7 pm SVUM Youth

23
24
25
8:30 am Early Worship
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal
Day
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion
10:30 am Worship w/Lasana
Band
11:40 am Coffee Hour
5-7 pm SVUM Youth

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

15
Neighborhood Easter Egg
Hunt at Trinity Lutheran
Church

