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Wherever you are, be all there. 

     ~Jim Elliot 
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“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  
  and to reach out to other people.” 

The Methodist GreeterThe Methodist GreeterThe Methodist Greeter   
   

APRIL 2016 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 
April 3 
Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 150  
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 10 
Acts 9:1-6 
Psalm 30  
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
 
April 17 
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23  
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
 
April 24 
Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148  
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Greetings, 
 
As an observer of national politics and anticipating the upcoming General Con-
ference of the United Methodist Church, I have frequently noticed my blood 
pressure spiking. However, this year, I have found, with a little surprise, that 
Good Friday has provided an ‘anchor’ to calm me down.  Growing up around 
the church, the Good Friday services often left me emotionally conflicted. On 
the one hand we were told that Jesus going to the cross was a good thing, yet 
being asked as part of the liturgy to say the words, “crucify him, crucify him” 
always struck me as repugnant.  
   
What changed for me this year is a seeming reflection on Christ’s current suf-
fering. As part of our Good Friday service we offered prayers for God’s trans-
formation of the difficult situations that we are facing. We are told that, 
through Jesus bearing the ‘stripes’ of both his beating and eventual crucifixion, 
we are healed.  It is a curious notion to think of God entering our brokenness 
to heal the world in which we live.  I find it hopeful to consider God moving in 
the events of our lives, as broken as they seem at times, to heal what might 
otherwise be impossible for humans to fix. So instead of having my blood pres-
sure rise, I join with the early disciples, with a front row seat, not sure how 
things will go, but instructed to wait and see what God can do in a seemingly 
impossible situation. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Dan  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
February 2016 

 
 
  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $23,575.10  $20,573.39 
Special Account   $ 5,441.48  $ 3,419.13 
Memorials  $     150.00 $    456.18 
 
As you can see, it was a good month where we took in more than we spent.  We are current on all of our 
bills and apportionments and have even paid the first installment on our annual insurance premium.  Thank 
you for supporting the ministries of our church! 

“Sharing & Caring” Spring Break Camp – April 4, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
This event is open to children from Preschool age up to 5th grade. (Older youth are welcome to come and be 
helpers!) We hope that you will join us in a day of fun activities.  We plan on doing some art, playing some 
games, and doing some projects that will help other people. We’ll also be cooking our own lunch!  Registra-
tion forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Any questions, please contact Lori in the church office.  Hope to 
see you there! 

Guest Speaker on April 24th 

 
We hope that you will join us in worship on Sunday, April 24th, when our Conference Lay Leader, Joan 
Holms, will be sharing the message.  Joan is close to finishing her 4 year term as the top Lay person for the 
conference and was recently our keynote speaker for our District “Roots & Wings” gathering.  Please mark 
your calendars and be in worship that morning. 

Kid’s Night Out (Parent’s Night Off!) 
 
Kids and Parents… you will want to get this date on your calendar!  Friday, May 6th we will host a Kid’s Night 
Out along with our friends from the Mount Vernon Presbyterian church.  We will be meeting here at our 
church at 5:30 p.m. for some dinner, games, and tons of fun!  You are welcome to bring friends, just let Lori 
know so that we have enough food. 
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WHAT MY CHURCH MEANS TO ME 
BY Bertha Stevenson 
 
It means the gathering together with those of like desires, 
A greeting with a handshake and a smile, 
The singing of the choir, 
The reading of the Word of God, 
The quiet meditation, 
The voice of the minister in prayer, 
The sermon and the benediction – 
All this I need for spiritual uplift. 
Life is not complete without it. 
 
It means a place where the children come 
And where they learn of the things of God; 
Where the youth with all their possibilities 
May be inspired to lead lives of service; 
A place where there is a welcome for all 
And where all may find some worthwhile task. 
 
It means the place where I sometimes complain, 
I may criticize or find fault, 
I may wish to have my own way --- 
But all these things are soon forgotten 
And nothing ill can long be harbored 
When we meet together in a Christian spirit. 
 
It means that I may have a part 
In helping to promote an organization 
That might solve the problems of the world, 
Might make the community a better place to live. 
With all its imperfections it is still my church 
And so merits my allegiance. 
All this, and more, is what my church means to me. 
 
This poem was written by Bertha Stevenson who is the grandmother of Chuck Cass.  



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Faith in Action 
 
Recently, I had an exciting and encouraging experience. A member of the church told me that the United 
Methodist Women had decided to put together health kits containing basic toiletry supplies, to be distributed 
by the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) to disaster survivors around the world. This was so 
heartening for me because it was one of the first times that someone in the congregation has come to me with 
a project that they would like to pursue. Even during the preliminary stages of coordinating with the group, it 
has been clear that these women are energetic, even enthusiastic, about creating the kits. And from what I 
have seen, this attitude is common for groups working on projects that have originated from the congregation. 
The difference between helping with a project because it is ‘for a good cause’ and working on a project that 
you both enjoy and feel ownership over is vast; the excitement that the latter can generate typically encour-
ages others as well.  
 
Given this, I would exhort you to think about what gives you joy, and how you could apply it to helping others. 
I would be more than happy to help you begin a project! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Maria Breznau 
 
If you would like to contribute to the UMW’s health kit drive, please bring one or some of the following items 
to church. All items must be new and in their original, unopened packaging. Each kit will require the following, 
as well as $1.00 for toothpaste. Thank you! 
 

1 hand towel, 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches 
Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable 

1 washcloth 
1 sturdy comb, more than six inches long (no pocket combs or picks) 

Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth. 
1 pair of fingernail clippers or a metal nail file (not an emery board)  
1 bar of soap, 3 oz or larger (not Ivory or Jergens soap, due to moisture content), in the  

original package 
1 adult-size toothbrush in the original packaging 
6 Band-aids, ¾ inch to 1 inch-size 

Joint Baby Shower - Sunday, April 17 at Noon 
 
 For:  Lisa (del Bosque) La Rocque  and  Jacinda (Matson) Herring 
 
 Salad potluck luncheon following the church service in Sprague Hall. 
 
 Lisa is expecting a boy. She and Wes are registered at Target and Amazon.com. 
 
 Jacinda & Jonah won’t know the status of baby until birth. They are registered at  
  http://babyli.st/jacinda-herring or Google 'Baby List Baby Registry' and enter Jacinda  Herring. 
 
 Open to all who would like to attend. 
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Annual Women’s Tea – May 7th at 2:00 p.m. 
 
This year instead of a brunch we will be hosting a Women’s Tea in May.  This event is open to all women of the 
church (all ages!).  We hope that you will consider inviting a friend or neighbor too!  The program this year will 
be Winnie & Lester’s daughter and granddaughter sharing about their UMVIM trip to Sierra Leone. 

Thanks! 
 
Thank you to everyone who took home bags of plastic eggs to stuff for our Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt.  
Your participation was greatly appreciated and by working together we stuffed 2500 eggs!  Way to go!! 

Tulips Are Here! 
 
The Mount Vernon Lions Club is selling bunches of tulips at Lions Park every day now.  There are 10 tulips in a 
bunch and sell for $5.00.  The money raised stays in our community and is used to provide eye exams, eyeglass-
es and hearing aids for those individuals that cannot afford them.  For more information contact Bob Hallberg. 

Vacation Bible School, July 18-22 
 
We will once again be putting on a week of Vacation Bible School along with our friends from the MV Presby-
terian Church.  This year we will be meeting at the Presbyterian church, but we would love to have lots of Unit-
ed Methodist helpers involved.  The theme for this year is “Surf Shack, Catch the Wave of God's Amazing 
Love”.  If you are interested in being a center leader, an age-group leader, snack assistant, or nursery help please 
talk with Lori Flores.  Training is coming up on May 1st for Center Leaders and we want all interested folks to be 
able to come.  Thanks for your support! 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

4/1  Aileen Farlow 
 
4/2  Virginia Skaggs 
 
4/4  Doug Rindal 
 
4/5  Carolyn Gregg 
 
4/6  Barbara Hendrickson 
  Karen Hoey 
  Dennis Jones 
 
4/7  June Dunlap 
  Alice Hansen 
  Roger Mercer 
  Jennifer McCoy 
 
4/11 Mary Holmstrom 
 
4/13 Lisa La Rocque 
 
4/15     Donna Freiman 
 
4/16 Lisa Esparza 
 
4/17 Kevin del Bosque 
 
4/19 Geoff Almvig 
  Monica Hodges 
  Bridget Perez 
 
4/20 Kyle Miller 
  Loren Pirkle 
 
4/21 Mario Perez 
 
4/22 Denise Brand 
  Shary DeMarcey 
 
4/25 Cheryl Fear 
  Lori Flores 
  Marjorie Mandery 
 
4/27     Frank Repplier 
 
4/28 Dan Breznau 
  Rita Newton 
 
4/30 Floyd Gregg 
  Linda Jones 

 
 

APRIL

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship 
9:15 am Kids Gather 
w/Gary 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee 

   

3 Holy Communion 
See Sunday Schedule 

4 
 
10 am—2pm  
Spring Break Camp 

5 
1:30 pm Bell Trio Re-
hearsal 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts 

6 
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

10 
See Sunday Schedule 
 
 
5 pm Skagit Valley UM 
Youth Group 

11 
2 pm Hugo’s Accordion 
Band 

12 
1:30 pm Bell Trio Re-
hearsal 
6:30 pm NAMI 

13 
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scouts
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

17 
See Sunday Schedule 
 
12 pm Baby Shower for 
Lisa LaRocque & Jacinda 
Matson 

18 
10 am UMW Executive 
Board 
1:30 pm Wesleyan Cir-
cle 

19 
9:30 am MOPS 
1:30 pm Bell Trio Re-
hearsal 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts 

20 
10:00 am Crafters
12:00 pm UMW Lunch 
& Program 
6:30 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

24 
See Sunday Schedule 
Guest Speaker—Joan 
Holms– Conference Lay 
Leader 
5 pm Skagit Valley UM 
Youth Group 

25 
2 pm Hugo’s Accordion 
Band 
3 pm Open Door Com-
munity Kitchen (SW) 

26 
1:30 pm Bell Trio Re-
hearsal 

27 
10:00 am Outreach Mtg
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scouts
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
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 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
4/3     Rand and Patty O’Donnell  
 
4/4     Joe & Charlotte Ambrose 
 
4/6     Norman & Suzanne  
                              Eiceman 
 
4/17    Chris Neblett & Susan 
           Edwards  
 
4/18   Bryce and Susan Butler  
 
4/23   Clay and Linda Cook  
 
4/24   Duane and Cheryl Fear 

APRIL 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

7 
8:30 am Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:00 pm Staff Meeting 

8 9 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:00 pm Girl Scouts 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

14 
8:30 am Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 

MOPS Garage Sale set 
up (Sprague Hall) 

15 
 
 
 
 
MOPS Garage Sale 
(Sprague Hall) 

16 
 
 
 
 
MOPS Garage Sale 
(Sprague Hall) 

10:00 am Crafters 
12:00 pm UMW Lunch 

6:30 pm Trustees 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

21 
8:30 am Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:00 pm Staff Meeting 

22 23 
 
All Church Clean-Up 

10:00 am Outreach Mtg 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:00 pm Girl Scouts 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

28  
Pastor Dan’s Birth-
day 
8:30 am Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts 

 
 

29 30 


