October 2020

From the Pastor
New Hope UMC,
As I was walking our dogs the other morning, I noticed that I could see my breath. Every year,
when the temperature finally drops low enough to see your breath, I always exhale with much force so that
I can see my breath float away into the air. Naturally, as the colder days become more regular, I no longer
make an effort to see my breath. It is, however, with great joy to me when the season changes, and it is
cold enough to see my breath for the first time in a while. I have always loved colder weather. I stay
relatively hot year-round, so I welcome the cooler weather. This year, the change in season carries with it
another joy that I wish to share with you.
I don’t think I have to say much about why this year has been such a difficult year. For a million
reasons, this year has brought on challenges that I have never had to deal with, and I bet you could say the
same thing. The funny thing about time is that it flies when things are going well, and it drags when we are
in a season of difficulty. This whole thing started back in March but that doesn’t feel like 6 months ago; it
feels like 6 years ago. I don’t want to speak for others, but for me, I am ready for time to move forward.
As people continue to get sick, churches still having to find creative ways to do even the simple things, and
as many other parts of our lives continue to be affected by the pandemic, I have grown weary of the days
we are living in.

When I was walking our dogs the other morning and the cold air hit my face, I could not
help but smile. I felt a profound sense of joy because the cool air meant that the season was
changing. It meant that time was indeed moving forward. This change in weather has brought me
a sense of peace as it has reminded me that we are heading towards better days. This cool weather
has also reminded me of the creation story in Genesis when God says, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for
seasons, and for days and years” (1:14 ESV). Just as God has intended, I have seen in the dark of
night that the season is changing. And with this change in season, I have experienced a blessing
of a reminder that we are moving forward. Life will not always be like it is now, and I just want
to say, praise God for new seasons.
Wherever you might be as you are reading this; if you are tired and weary, be encouraged
by the truth that better days lie ahead. The sun, the moon, the stars, the falling leaves, and the
dropping temperatures bear witness to the truth that this year is moving. It might feel like this
year is moving at a snail’s pace, but I submit to you, it is moving. Holdfast as you continue to
walk into the unknown of these difficult times. Know that God is with you and as people always
say, “This too shall pass.”
-Rev. Cameron Levi
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Backpack Ministry
We will resume helping
with this ministry when the
new school year begins.

Please remember the
Pomaria Community
Food Bank when grocery
shopping. All donations
are greatly appreciated.

Serving in Worship – October
Thank you for agreeing to serve in worship. Your willingness to serve is important. If you are
unable to fulfill your duties, please make arrangements to change with someone else on the list.

FLOWERS
Ella Margaret Rawls, Benj Rawls and Hank in memory of Sammy Rawls and Kenny
Rawls
11 James and Judy Long
18 Grallin and Susan Bullard
25 Evan and Rebecca Pitts in honor of Jude William and Silas Boyd Pitts
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GREETERS
4

Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh

11

Shane and Linda Livingston

18

Danny and Jenny Stone

25

Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh

ACOLYTES
4

Layla Huffstetler

11

Connor Long

18

Kursten Long

25

Cullen Davis

USHERS
Ushers will not be used as part of the
worship service until further notice.

COMMUNION STEWARDS
Communion will be administered using
pre-packaged communion elements.

YARD MAINTENANCE
Congregational Volunteer Yard
Clean Up Day at 10 AM
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!

Upcoming Events


Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
October 4 at 10AM. All children will
meet in one big room in the fellowship
hall. All adults will meet in the sanctuary.
If you have questions or concerns, please
contact Aaron Livingston.



Bible Study: Rev. Levi will be
conducting a Bible Study beginning the
third week of October. Look for details
concerning the study to be posted in the
bulletin and/or sent via email.



Turkey Stew: We will be preparing our
annual turkey stew this year. The cost
will be $8 per quart and will be sale
during the month of October. Pickup and
distribution will be “drive-thru style” in
the church parking lot on Saturday,
November 14 from 10AM until Noon.



Charge Conference: Our annual charge
conference is scheduled for Sunday,
November 8. More details will come
soon. If you are a member of any
committee, please look for meetings to be
scheduled that may involve you soon.

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

Kursten Long
Graham LaCons
J.B. Wicker
Elise Holley
Hannah Donkle
Jude Pitts
Roger Graham
Jordan Suber
Chloe Simmons
28 Lynn Livingston
29 Aline Livingston
30 Doug Graham

6
12
25

1
2
4
8
11
22
26

27

Chris and Kristen LaCons
Justin and Crista Bedenbaugh
Eric and Lindsey Huffstetler
Aaron and Shannon Livingston
Mike and Aline Livingston

Organization News
All meetings are in the fellowship hall unless otherwise stated


Men’s Club: Sunday, 10/4 at 8AM for
breakfast.






SOC: Sunday, 10/11 at 7PM. Lindsey
Huffstetler will have the program.





‘GO’ Group: will not meet until further
notice

UMYF: TBA
Young Adults: Prayer Breakfast @ 9am
on 10/24 in the fellowship hall.
Middle Agers: TBA

New Hope UMC Administrative Council Minutes
September 13, 2020
Present: Cameron Levi, Quentin Gray, Zalia Hawkins, Larry Longshore,
Robert Davis, Elaine Bedenbaugh, Lee Bedenbaugh, Melanie Wyatt
Lee called the meeting to order and Rev. Levi opened with prayer.
Minutes from the August meeting were reviewed and accepted.
Treasurer Reports

August 2020
budgeted
received
expended

Worship – Next Meeting on September 30th. Homecoming is
September 27th and our guest speaker will be the District
Superintendent Dr. Love. No meal after the service. The committee
has decided to bring acolytes back into the worship service soon. Also
planning for two baptisms on September 20th.
Education – The committee will meet on September 15th at 7:00 to
discuss options for restarting Sunday School.
Family Ministries – No report.
Outreach- Please continue support of the Pomaria Food Bank.

Operating account
$7,738.30
$9,171.25
$11,181.19

Expansion fund
$286,230.32

Committee Reports
PPRC – Next Meeting on October 4 at 5:00 at New Hope.
Trustees – The HVAC unit for the sanctuary had to be replaced last
month.
Parsonage – The French drain has been installed at the parsonage.
Finance – Last month our expenses exceeded our budget due to some
one-time expenses which included the yearly insurance payment, a
new HVAC unit for the church, and the French drain at the parsonage.
However, the church finances are stable and giving has continued to
meet or exceed budget.
Building – The golf tournament raised $8,352.87 for the expansion
fund. Plans have been made to have the tournament again in August
next year since the response was so positive.
Nurture – The new church directories are available at the back of the
church to be picked up at your convenience. They are labeled by
household.

Pastor’s report





Annual Conference will be held online in October
Rev. Levi is meeting once a month with a Provisional Elder
group in Columbia
Planning a Bible study for October
Rev. Levi has begun “porch visitation” with members

Old business1) SCUMC grant- received $400 to use for virtual/online worship
2) Finance to advise on Carolina Connect- committee has not met
yet
New business
1) Council discussed options for having our annual turkey stew
fundraiser. There will be no bazaar this year, but council agreed it was
possible to prepare the turkey stew and have a drive thru pick up.

Adjourn
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New Hope UMC
Calendar of Events

OCTOBER

SUNDAY

CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH

Sunday

FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27

28

29

30

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

-Men's Group at 8AM
-PPRC at 5PM
-Admin Council at 7PM

11

Family Ministiries Mtg @
7pm

12

SOC at 7PM

13

Congregational
Volunteer Yard Clean Up
Day at 10AM

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

24

Finance Comm Mtg @
7pm

18

19

20

Young Adult Prayer
Breakfast @ 9am

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

Last Day to Order
Turkey Stew

Happenings at New Hope
 10/4: Men’s Group at 8AM, PPRC at
5PM, Administrative Council at 7PM
 10/10: Yard Clean Up Day at 10AM
 10/11: SOC at 7PM
 10/6: Family Ministries Mtg.
 10/13: Finance Mtg.
 10/24: Young Adult Prayer Breakfast
 10/25: Last Day to Purchase
Turkey Stew
ALL MEETINGS WILL HAVE
VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION
AVAILABILITY.
 11/8: Charge Conference
Please help to conserve resources by receiving
your newsletter via email. Simply send an
email to Elaine at bedenbaughs@gmail.com
to be added to the email distribution list.

New Hope United Methodist Church
3777 New Hope Road (Church)
331 Holloway Street (Parsonage)
Pomaria, South Carolina 29126

www.newhope-umc.org
give.newhope-umc.org
www.facebook.com/newhopeumcpomaria
youtube.newhope-umc.org

Are you looking for an easier, more
convenient way to support our church
and its’ ministries? Give online!
It’s easy, fast, and secure.
Simply visit give.newhope-umc.org from
any smartphone, tablet, or computer to
give without installing an app.
There are options for one-time gifts,
recurring giving, memorials, and more!
Simply enter the amount, select the
account you’d like to contribute to,
enter your banking information, and
you’re done. You’ll receive a receipt
via email and the treasurer will be
notified of your contribution.

