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Please remember the Pomaria Community Food Bank when 
doing your grocery shopping.  All donations are greatly appreciated 

and can be placed in the purple tub in the back of the church.  

 

Even though Christmas feels like it was only yesterday, we are already turning towards the season of Lent 

and Easter.  Have you begun to consider what you might be giving up or taking on during the season of Lent?  Will it 

be chocolate?  How about sodas?  Will you be attempting to read an entire section of the Bible?  Maybe you are 

challenging yourself to send a card to one person each day during Lent?  There are  countless Lenten disciplines that 

you can find online or by asking others in the church what they have done throughout the years.  A pastor’s advice is 

always that no matter what we take on or give up for Lent: choose it because its life-giving for you.  Choose it because 

it is an opportunity for grace. 

 An important question to ponder on this side of Lent is the question, “Well, what is life-giving for me?”  

Perhaps, one might need to consider the adverse of this question, “What drains life from me?”  It would be nice to be 

able to give up the necessary things like doing laundry, cleaning, going to work, and so on.  It would be nice to take 

on things that we can’t possibly do each day  of Lent like go to the beach, spend all my time with loved ones, or take a 

day trip to a favorite restaurant.  I have no doubt that we could all find ourselves in deeper connection to God if the 

laundry disappeared or we could sit by the ocean/mountains every day. 

 When considering matters of faith and specifically, matters of our relationship with God, might I suggest 

looking towards Jesus as the example and standard.  What sits at the center of the Lenten season is the theme of self-

sacrifice or as Jesus puts it, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).  Many times, we consider the act of “giving something up for Lent” to be for its 

own sake.  We sacrifice soda because we want soda.  It is sacrifice for its own sake without any consequence except a 

longing for Diet Coke.  

  The suffering that Jesus endured was not for its own sake, it was a result of Jesus’ purpose to bring life and 

wholeness to a broken world.  Jesus healed people on the Sabbath which the religious leaders of the day considered to 

be a great sin against God (Luke 6:6-11, Luke 13:10-17).  Jesus called out the authorities in Jerusalem for their 

mistreatment and extortion of the poor and vulnerable (Mark 11:15-19, Matthew 23:1-36).  Ultimately, Jesus is 

crucified because he claims divine authority as the Messiah (Matthew 26:57-68).  This was obviously not received 

well as the religious leaders wanted a messiah who was going to lead them in military conflict to reclaim their land 

from Rome.  Not a messiah that heals the sick, lifts up the poor, sticks up for the widow and the orphan.  And equally 

obvious, the government of Rome would not want someone going around claiming divine authority as this would (in 

their mind) create a potential threat of revolt.  So, they killed him. 

 If that is our model of what it means to “deny ourselves” then our Lenten discipline should imitate Jesus’ 

motivation to go through such intense suffering and ultimately death.  And Jesus’ motivation wa s simply restoration 

of broken relationships.  Broken relationships between the world and God as well as between the relationships we 

share with one another.  Therefore, our Lenten discipline, our sacrifice, our “denying of ourselves,” should draw us 

closer to God and each other.  If Diet Coke is standing in the way of time with God, then deny ing ourselves Diet Coke 

is not suffering for its own sake.  The consequence is not only a longing for soda, but a longing for time with God.  

Whatever you give up or take on this year, do it because it gives you life.  Do it because the suffering or the cost pales 

in comparison to the grace that is experienced in the restoration of relationship with God and neighbor.  Jesus’ 

sacrifice was born out of God’s will for God’s people to have total and full connection with God.  Let our Lenten 

discipline be born from that same desire.   

 

 



 

Serving in Worship – February 

Thank you for agreeing to serve in worship.  Your willingness to serve is important.  If you are 

unable to fulfill your duties, please make arrangements to change with someone else on the list. 

FLOWERS 

7 Bonnelle Yarborough in memory or J.F.Yarborough and Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Graham 

14 Emily Livingston 

21 
Todd and Lisa Sanders and Rodney Wicker in memory of James Harold “Mutt” Wicker 

and Christine Wicker 

28 Buddy and Rhonda Livingston in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Livingston Jr. 

  
 1  

GREETERS    USHERS 

7 Danny and Jenny Stone   Ushers will not be used as part of the 

worship service until further notice. 
14 Grallin and Susan Bullard   

21 Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh   

28 Shane and Linda Livingsotn   

      
 

ACOLYTES  COMMUNION STEWARDS 

7 Kursten Long   Communion will be administered using 

pre-packaged communion elements. 
14 Cullen Davis   

21 Layla Huffstetler   

28 Connor Long   

             

     
 

Upcoming Events 

  

“Souper” Bowl of Caring Sunday ….. 

We will be collecting canned soups on 

Sunday, February 7th, for the Pomaria 

Food Bank as part of the “Souper Bowl 

of Caring”.  Please remember the food 

bank while doing your grocery 

shopping and bring your canned soups 

and place them in the purple tub in the 

back.  

 
  



 

February  Birthdays February  Anniversaries 
4 Russell Suber   

7 John Frampton 26 Frankie and Judy Grimsley 

8 Judy Long   

12 Daren Graham   

 Danny Stone   

13 Robbie Stewart   

14 Zalia Hawkins   

15 Bill Wyatt   

16 Mason Graham   

17 Brooke Harmon   

21 Angie Davis   

23 Emily Hawkins 

Haylie F. Livingston 

  

24 William Livingston   

25 Joey Gray   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

    
    
    

 

Organization News 

All meetings are in the fellowship hall unless otherwise stated 
 

 Men’s Club: Sunday, 2/7 at 8AM for 
breakfast. 
 

 SOC:  Sunday, 2/14  at 6pm. Elaine 

Bedenbaugh will have the program. 

 UMYF:  TBA 

 Young Adults:  TBA 

 Middle Agers:  TBA 

 Women’s Prayer Breakfast:  TBA 

 ‘GO’ Group:  will not meet until further 

notice. 

 

  



 
*Trustee Chair:      (Voted on by Trustees in January) 
Parsonage Chair:     Nicole Waites 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  VALENTINE’S  DAY  PRAYER 

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

Lord, because love is patient …… help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen.  Hesitant 

to criticize, but eager to encourage, remembering your endless patience with me. 

Because love is kind….. help my words to be gentle and my actions to be thoughtful. 

Remind me to smile and to say “Please” and “Thank You” because those little things still 

mean so much. 

Because love does not envy or boast, and it is not proud……help me to have a heart that is 

humble and sees the good in others.  May I celebrate and appreciate all that I have and all 

that I am, as well as doing the same for those around me. 

Because love is not rude or self-seeking ….. help me to speak words that are easy on the ear 

and on the heart.  When I’m tempted to get wrapped up in my own little world, remind me 

there’s a great big world out there full of needs and hurts.  

Because love is not easily angered and keeps no records of wrongs…..help me to forgive 

others as you have forgiven me.  When I want to hold onto a grudge, gently help me 

release it so I can reach out with a hand of love instead. 

Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth….help me stand up for what 

is right and good.  May I defend the defenseless, and help the helpless.  Show me how I 

can make a difference. 

Because love always protects and always trusts……help me to be a refuge for those around 

me.  When the world outside is harsh and cold, may my heart be a place of acceptance and 

warmth. 

Finally, because love always perseveres….help my heart continually beat with love for You 

and others. Thank you for this day when we celebrate love, and for showing us what that 

word really means. 

Amen 

 

 



 

SUNDAY

  CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 01 02 03 04 05 06

Worship Comm Mtg @ 

7pm
Trustees Mtg @ 7pm

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

Mens Breakfast @ 8am   

"Souper Bowl of Caring" 

canned soup drive       

Admin Council @ 7pm

Education Comm Mtg @ 

7pm

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

SOC Mtg @ 6pm Ash Wednesday Service 

@ 7pm

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 01 02 03 04 05 06

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

2021 FEBRUARY New Hope UMC
Calendar of Events

 



 

 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT NEWSLETTER UPDATE … 

 
Beginning January 2021, there will be no  

more bulk mailings of the newsletter. 
 

What does t his mean and how  

will I be able t o receive my newsletter? 
 

Newsletters will continue to be printed, 

labeled, and available for pickup in the 
vest ibule on the 4th Sunday each month 

(beginning on 12/27) and will remain there 

unt il the next newsletter is published. 
 

Newsletters will continue to be sent via email 
and will be available on the church website. 

 

If you are unable to access your newsletter by 
one of the methods above, please contact 

Elaine to remain on the mailing list .  Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 www.newhope-umc.org 

 give.newhope-umc.org 

 www.facebook.com/newhopeumcpomaria 

 youtube.newhope-umc.org 
 

 

 

New Hope United Methodist Church 

3777 New Hope Road (Church) 

331 Holloway Street (Parsonage) 

Pomaria, South Carolina 29126 


