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As we enter December, we enter the season of Advent, a time of expectant waiting. The question
is, what are we waiting for? The simple answer is, of course, Christmas.
As a child, we were waiting for Christmas because it meant time away from school, piles
of presents, and lots of goodies. Pretty much all the stuff seen in the movie A Christmas Story.
As an adult, Christmas came to be a time for family gatherings, decorating the house and
tree, seeing the gleam in the eyes of our children, staying up late Christmas Eve putting together
toys that never seemed to fit together properly, and cleaning up mounds of brightly colored
wrapping paper and ribbons.
For many, though, Christmas is a time of sorrow and loneliness as their loved ones are no
longer with them, or they are separated from them by immense distances. They wait for Christmas
to just be over.
With all the mixture of emotions surrounding Christmas, losing sight of what Christmas is
all about is all too easy. Christmas is both a time for rejoicing and a time for mourning. We rejoice
that God’s love for His creation is so great that He sent His one and only Son into the world. We
mourn to think that the baby born in a manger would one day willingly be nailed to a cross in
order to give you and me a way to escape the slavery to sin that would choke the life out of us.
You see, it is because of sin, our sin, that Jesus was born. God had to become human because the
debt of sin had to be paid by a human, a perfectly sinless human. And the only way that debt could
be paid was on the cross.
So, as we wait, let us rejoice as we bask in God’s love. But let us also mourn that our sin
makes it necessary for Jesus to suffer and die as He did. Still, in the end, we have reason to
celebrate. Sin no longer has power over us. The babe born in the manger conquered sin and death
on the cross, and there will come a time when we will be reunited with our loved ones for eternity.
So, Merry Christmas everyone. Let the mysteries of the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, and
the Resurrection light up your life with the hope that we have only in Jesus Christ.
In His love,
Pastor Jesse
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Please remember the Pomaria Community Food Bank when
doing your grocery shopping. All donations are greatly appreciated
and can be placed in the purple tub in the back of the church.

Serving in Worship – December
Thank you for agreeing to serve in worship. Your willingness to serve is important. If you are
unable to fulfill your duties, please make arrangements to change with someone else on the list.

FLOWERS
5
12
19
26

Vickie Clanton in memory of Larry Stewart
Poinsettias by the congregation
Poinsettias by the congregation
Open Date --- Volunteer Needed
1

GREETERS

USHERS

5

Shane and Linda Livingston

5

Marty Livingston, Buddy Livingston

12

Danny and Jenny Stone

12

Aaron Livingston, Lee Bedenbaugh

19

Grallin and Susan Bullard

19

Danny Stone, Larry Longshore

26

Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh

26

Kurt Long, Michael Davis

ACOLYTES
5

Cullen Davis

12

Layla Huffstetler

19

Kursten Long

26

Cullen Davis

COMMUNION STEWARDS
5

Robert and Alice Davis

Upcoming Events
 Christmas Program Practices will be held on Tuesday, December 7 and 14 at 6pm.


Gift Cards for Epworth are currently being collected. Target, Uber, Amazon, and Wal-Mart gift
cards are requested. Please place donations in the gift bag on the front pew in the church by
December 5th.



Congregational Christmas Lunch will be served on Sunday, December 12 following the worship
service for all members of the congregation. Please sign up on the sheet in the vestibule by Sunday,
December 5 to help us prepare for the meal.



Christmas Program - Our children’s Christmas program will be held on Sunday, December 19th at
5:30pm. Cookies and a visit from Santa will follow in the fellowship hall.



Christmas Eve Service will be held on Friday, December 24 at 9pm.

December Birthdays
1
4
5
6
7
8
10
13
14
16
17

19
20

25
29

31

Tommy Barrett
Lee Bedenbaugh
Emily Livingston
Reese Sanders
Emilee Parr
Jimmy Delk
Chandler Berry
Chris LaCons
Donnie Graham
Craig Livingston
Tina Porter
Elaine Bedenbaugh
Amber Surerus Brazell
Nolan O’Neal
Jeremy Graham
Stephanie Graham
Travis Grimsley
Charlotte Delk
Brenda Bass
Vickie Clanton
Aaron Livingston
Ann-Marie Carlisle
Haley Davis

December Anniversaries
1
3
9
19
27

Chris and Allie Graddick
Terry and Marilyn Rawls
Kurt and Melissa Long
James and Judy Long
Bill and Melanie Wyatt

Organization News
All meeting will be held in the fellowship hall unless otherwise noted.



Men’s Club will meet on Sunday, December 5th
at 8am in the fellowship hall.



SOC: Christmas Social on Sunday, December
12th at 6pm in the fellowship hall.



Middle Agers: Christmas Social on Friday,
December 10 at 6:30pm at the home of Lee and
Elaine Bedenbaugh.






UMYF: TBA
Young Adults: TBA
Women’s Prayer Breakfast: TBA
‘GO’ Group: TBA

New Hope UMC Administrative Council Agenda
November 1, 2021
Present: Debra Keough, Melanie Wyatt, Jesse Rogers, Robert Davis,
Aaron Livingston, Gary Graham, Ann-Marie Carlisle
Debra called the meeting to order, Rev Rogers opened with prayer
and minutes were read and accepted from the October meeting.
Treasurer Reports

Oct 2021
Budgeted
Received
Expended

Operating fund
$8,124
$6,939
$7,044

Expansion fund
$319,826

Committee Reports
PPRC – Met Oct 27 and completed the pastor’s evaluation and it has
been sent to the district office.
Trustees – One of the spotlights in the sanctuary has a burned out
bulb and needs to be replaced.
Parsonage – The heating unit needs a new control panel according to
Fulmer’s. The part has been ordered. Gary is going to check the
warranty information for the unit since it is not very old.
Finance – The 2022 budget has been prepared. The total budget for
2022 is $92,499 which is $4,568 less than the 2021 budget. Some line
items were decreased to reflect amounts that had been used in the
past from these line items.
Building – Contacted the Greenwood District Building Committee
Chair, Robert Lybrand, to determine information required by that
committee for review when assessing the building proposal. The
committee is updating the proposal with current numbers on church
membership, attendance, and finances as well as information on
programs, activities, and current state of church facilities.

Nurture – Lib Graham passed away in October. The committee
provided a meal to the family on the day of the funeral. Also, one
church member has transferred membership. The church website has
been restored and is back in service.
Worship – The Chrismon Tree will be decorated on Sunday 11-21-21
at 6 pm with a soup and sandwich meal before in the fellowship hall.
Education – Looking for more teachers. If anyone is interested, please
contact Aaron.
Family Ministries – Trunk or Treat went well with approximately 50
children attending. Preparations for the Christmas program have
begun. The program will be on December 19th at 5:30 with a visit
from Santa afterward. A sign-up sheet to participate is in the
vestibule.
Outreach- The committee will be collecting items for holiday food gift
boxes for the Pomaria Community Food Bank. The items needed are
canned corn, green beans, sweet potatoes, and cranberry sauce. Also,
packages of cornbread mix, stuffing mix, mashed potatoes, and gravy
mix.
Pastor’s report
-busy preparing for Charge conference
-continues with Thursday evening Bible Study at the parsonage
Old business-The church plat has been recorded in the courthouse.
New business
-none
Adjourn

New Hope UMC
Calendar of Events

2021 DECEMBER

SUNDAY

CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH

Sunday

FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Monday
28

Tuesday
29

Wednesday
30

Thursday
01

Friday
02

Saturday
03

04

Adopt-A-Highway @
8am

05

06

Men's Breakfast @ 8am
Admin. Council @ 7pm

12

08

09

Christmas Program
Practice @ 6pm

13

Congregational Lunch
following worship
SOC @ 6pm

19

07

10

11

Middle Agers Christmas
Social @ 6:30pm

14

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

Christmas Program
Practice @ 6pm

20

21

Christmas Program @
5:30pm

Christmas Eve Service
@ 9pm

Merry Christmas!

26

27

28

29

30

31

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

Upcoming Events
 12/4 … Adopt-A-Highway at 8am
 12/10 … Middle Agers Christmas Social
at 6:30pm
 12/12 … Congregational Lunch following
Worship service
 12/19 … Christmas Program at 5:30pm
 12/24 … Christmas Eve Service at 9pm

New Hope United Methodist Church
3777 New Hope Road (Church)
331 Holloway Street (Mail/Parsonage)
Pomaria, South Carolina 29126

www.newhope-umc.org
give.newhope-umc.org
facebook.com/newhopeumcpomaria
youtube.newhope-umc.org

