
 
 

August 2020 

From the Pastor 

As I write this letter in July, I cannot help but think about what is in store for our church and 

community in this month of August.  We have only begun to hear the beginnings of what school will 

look like, and by the time you are reading this letter, we will probably know more.  We are living in 

days that no one who is alive today has quite lived through before.  Usually, we can call upon a 

friend or family member when we are experiencing something new in life.  If we are a first-time 

parent, we have endless conversations with people we trust about the realities and challenges of 

parenthood.  If we are starting a new job, there are people we can talk to that help us to understand 

what that job might be like.  One of the issues, presently, is that there is not someone to call to ask for 
advice about how they navigated living through a pandemic. 

As I was thinking about the brand new challenges that will inherently arise this school year, I 

was drawn to Isaiah 30:21, “And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, your ears 

shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”  The reason that verse struck me 

as helpful is because we do not know the repercussions of figuratively “turning right or left.”  We do 

not know what might happen as we sort of walk down this path of life together making decisions 

with very little information available.  It can become difficult to make decisions when the 

repercussions of those decisions are so very unknown to us.   

In the verse above, Isaiah is reminding us that God is with us in our decision making.  God’s 

soft still voice encourages, guides, and prompts us as we discern our way forward.  The young people 

of our community will encounter a school year like never before, and as a church, we are called to 

help them discern God’s soft still voice as they learn and grow.  We are called to walk with parents 

and families of these children who will worry about safety, the need for social interactions, the need 

for quality education, and so many other things that are uncertain.  We are called to walk with 

teachers and those who work in the school system as they share similar concerns while also 

attempting to do what has never been done before in the classroom. 

I think we would all do well to remember Isaiah’s words that God is standing behind us and 

giving us direction, grace, and love as we “turn right or left” in the hallways at school and/or on the 

computer at home.  God is speaking to us, walking with us, and helping us in these times where 

turning “right or left” is so hard to figure out.  Know that grace is available.  Know that God loves 

you.  And know that God is standing behind you and will not leave you as you turn “right or left” this 

year. 

-Rev. Cameron Levi 

 
 

 

Backpack Ministry 
We will resume helping 

with this ministry when the 

new school year begins. 

 Please remember the 

Pomaria Community  

Food Bank when grocery 

shopping.  All donations 

are greatly appreciated.  

 



 

Serving in Worship – August 

Thank you for agreeing to serve in worship.  Your willingness to serve is important.  If you are 

unable to fulfill your duties, please make arrangements to change with someone else on the list. 

FLOWERS 

2 Robert and Alice Davis in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Earl A. Graham, Sr. 

9 
Larry and Peggy Longshore in memory of Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Longshore and Mr. & Mrs. 

John Reese 

16 
Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh in memory of Earl A. Graham, Jr. and in honor of Dianne 

Graham 

23 
Ann-Marie Carlisle and Jennifer Brunson in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Perry Halfacre and in 

honor of Lauren & Lilly Brunson 

30 Russell and Kelly Hawkins 
 1  

GREETERS    USHERS 

 We will not be using our 

greeter rotation until a later date 

when our “returning to 

worship” guidelines are 

revisited. 

 2 Roger Graham, Quentin Gray 

  9 Lee Bedenbaugh, Trey Simmons     

   16 Roger Graham, Quentin Gray 

  23 Lee Bedenbaugh, Trey Simmons     

   30 Roger Graham, Quentin Gray 
 

ACOLYTES  COMMUNION STEWARDS 

  We will not be using our 

acolyte rotation until a later 

date when our “returning to 

worship” guidelines are 

revisited. 

  

Communion will be administered using 

prepackaged communion cups. 

     

   YARD MAINTENANCE 

   1    Russell Suber, Jordan Suber     

   15   Kurt Long, Aaron Livingston 

   29 Buddy Livingston, Bobby Keough 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Earl A Graham, Jr. Memorial Golf 

Tournament has been rescheduled for 

Saturday, August 22 at the Country Club 

of Newberry.  Look for ways you can help 

out soon in the bulletin or contact Elaine. 

 Virtual Sunday School began on July 12.  

If you would like to prepare a “lesson” 

and present it via YouTube please let 

Aaron Livingston know to sign up for a 

date.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

 



 

Birthdays – August Anniversaries – August 
2 Brenda Waites 4 Gary and Teresa Ball 

 Lauren Brunson 11 Brandon and Mandy Wicker 

4 Russell Hawkins 17 Grallin and Susan Bullard 

 Larry Longshore 20 Tim and Lynn Livingston 

6 Derrick Livingston 30 Bill and Sheena Kern 

8 Barbara Lathrop   

10 Elsie Fields   

13 Connie Graham   

14 Karen L. Livingston   

17 Kelly Hawkins   

 Trey Simmons   

 Lilly Brunson   

19 Beverly Boulware   

 Hannah Livingston   

 Kurt Long   

21 Janet Livingston   

25 Billy Nichols   

26 Sheena Kern   

27 Rodney Wicker   

29 Lori  Frampton   

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

Organization News 

All meetings are in the fellowship hall unless otherwise stated 
 

 Men’s Club: TBA 
 

 SOC  TBA 

 

 United Methodist Women: TBA  
 

 Kids In Christ:  TBA 
 

 ‘GO’ Group:  TBA 
 

 UMYF:  TBA 
 

 Young Adults:  TBA 
 

 Middle Agers:  TBA 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Hope UMC Administrative Council Minutes 

July 12, 2020 

Present: Cameron Levi, Gary Graham, Melanie Wyatt, Lee Bedenbaugh, Elaine 

Bedenbaugh, Quentin Gray 

Pastor Levi opened the meeting with prayer. 

Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and accepted. 

Treasurer Reports 

Operating budget                                                                  Expansion fund 

Needed:  $7,738.30                                                                   $278,863.54 

Received:  $7,849.70 

Expended:  $4,070.46 

Committee Reports 

PPRC – Met on 7-12-20. Discussed the modified worship services and options for 

visitation. The charge will provide a bible to be presented to Rev. Levi at his 

commissioning service in August.  

Trustees – no report 

Parsonage – A French drain will be installed at the parsonage later this month. 

Finance – We now have the option to give our offering online. The link is 

http://give.newhope-umc.org. The link can also be found on the church website.  

Building – The golf tournament fund raiser will take place on August 22, 2020. 

Nurture – The updated directory will be completed soon. 

Worship – The confirmation class will be confirmed on July 26. All forms of worship 

will continue including in-person, radio transmittal to the parking lot, online, and 

Pastor Levi is also mailing the written sermon to some members. 

Education – There will be a virtual Sunday School lesson provided each week on the 

YouTube channel. Crista Bedenbaugh provided the first lesson this week. If you 

would like to participate in this ministry, contact Pastor Levi or Aaron. 

Family Ministries – Bibles will be purchased and presented to the 4 confirmands. 

Also for those who would like to send a message to the confirmands, a container for 

cards/gifts will be in the vestibule. 

Outreach- The Pomaria Food Bank continues to need our support. The church sent a 

donation to Epworth to help with losses from the recent fire. 

Pastor’s report 

 Junuh Livingston was baptized and Haylie Livingston joined New Hope UMC 

on July 5 

 Cameron’s commissioning service will be Aug 8 at 2 pm and can be viewed 

live online 

 The SCUMC has provided a protocol to follow if there is CoViD-19 exposure 

within the church so please inform Pastor Levi if you have tested positive 

for CoViD-19. 

Old business 

none 

New business 

The SCUMC is awarding grants to churches to help offset expenses for setting up 

online worship. The grants are for up to $500. Gary will complete the forms and 

submit a grant request. 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

Updated Church Directories 

Work is almost complete updated directories.  If you have not turned in 

your information, you are encouraged to do so ASAP.  We’ve learned 

during these last few months just how important it is to be able to reach 

our membership through various forms of communication to give 

updates about our worship services among other things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY

  CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 01

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

Administrative Council 

Meeting at 7PM

Education Committee 

Meeting at 7PM

09 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Nominations Committee 

Meeting at 7PM

Earl A Graham, Jr. 

Memorial Golf 

Tournament at 9AM - 

Country Club of Nby

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 01 02 03 04 05

2020 AUGUST New Hope UMC
Calendar of Events

 



 

Happenings at New Hope 
 

 

 8/2:  Administrative Council at 7PM 

 8/4:  Education Committee at 7 PM 

 8/19:  Nominations Committee at 7PM 

 

ALL MEETINGS WILL HAVE 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION 

AVAILABILITY. 

 

 8/22:  Earl A. Graham, Jr. Memorial 

Golf Tournament at 9AM 
 

 

 
 

Are you looking for an easier, more 

convenient way to support our church 

and it’s ministries?  Give online!   

It’s easy, fast, and secure. 

 

Simply visit give.newhope-umc.org from 

any smartphone, tablet, or computer to 

give without installing an app.  

 

There are options for one-time gifts, 

recurring giving, memorials, and more!  

 

Simply enter the amount, select the 

account you’d like to contribute to, 

enter your banking information, and 

you’re done.  You’ll receive a receipt 

via email and the treasurer will be 

notified of your contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help to conserve resources by 

receiving your newsletter via email! 

To be added to the list,  

simply send an email to Elaine  

at bedenbaughs@gmail.com. 

Visit our website! 

www.newhope-umc.org 

 

Give Online! 

give.newhope-umc.org 

 

New Hope United Methodist Church 
3777 New Hope Road (Church) 

331 Holloway Street (Parsonage) 

Pomaria, South Carolina 29126 


