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Please remember the Pomaria Community Food Bank when 

doing your grocery shopping.  All donations are greatly appreciated 

and can be placed in the purple tub in the back of the church. 

 

 “April showers bring May flowers.”  As we begin to thaw from the cold of the winter months, I am 

reminded of how much the weather impacts our lives.  For a few days in March, the weather was beautiful, and I 

found myself uplifted by the warmth and freshness of those days.  Unfortunately, March had more cold and 

rainy days in store for us, yet we received a foretaste of the Spring season that April promises.  As much as cold 

weather or rainy days makes us feel limited in what we can do, the cold months and the rainy days are necessary 

for life on earth.  I am positive that any farmer could tell us how joyous it feels to see the rain fall from the sky.  

It is, after all, a matter of perspective.  The rain and cold help our earth to sustain our lives and the lives of the 

plants and animals around us.  Said differently, there would be no May flowers without April showers. 

The book of Psalms says, “Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning” (30:5 NRSV).  

Life sometimes feels like survival when we have lived in the April showers for so long that we wonder if the 

days of May flowers will ever even happen.  In other words, we long so much for a better tomorrow that we 

miss out on the blessings of today.   

I had a friend growing up who had a pool.  We had planned for all our friends to come over to his house 

for a day of swimming.  All 15 or so of us were there with our swimsuits, pool toys, and towels, and of course, it 

rained.  We were so disappointed, and surely his parents weren’t thrilled about having 15 boys crammed in their 

house.  Finally, my friend said, “Why don’t we just go swim anyway?”  We all agreed, and we spent the next 

couple of hours swimming and playing in the pool while the sky dumped water on our heads.  I remember my 

friend saying to his parents when they came outside to see what we were doing, “We were going to be soaking 

wet either way.”  And because of that compelling argument, his parents let us stay in the pool. 

 Life doesn’t always give us a choice about when bad things or difficult things are going to happen.  

Sometimes we do cause our own problems, but sometimes problems just seem to find us.  Regardless, the hope 

that is promised in Jesus’ resurrection is more than just a longing for a better tomorrow.  It is permission to play 

in the rain.  It gives us the confidence to stand up in the midst of feeling pushed down.  Hope is a declaration 

that even in the midst of suffering and April showers, joy and May flowers are a guarantee.  And because they 

are guarantee given to us in Jesus’ resurrection, we can play in the rain.  We can have joy in the midst of sorrow.  

We can do more than survive difficult times; we can live with the assurance that God has us in God’s hand. 

If suffering is a reality that we face in this lifetime, and if there are no May flowers without April 

showers, then our Christian hope tells us that we don’t have to wait for that day to have life and have it 

abundantly.  Joy will come in the morning.  May flowers will bloom after April showers.  And until then, the 

hope given to us in the resurrection of Jesus gives us permission to experience joy, today.  “We were going to 

get soaking wet either way.”  We might as well have some fun. 

 

 
 



 

Serving in Worship – April 

Thank you for agreeing to serve in worship.  Your willingness to serve is important.  If you are 

unable to fulfill your duties, please make arrangements to change with someone else on the list. 

FLOWERS 

4 Easter Lilies by the congregation 

11 Chris and Marianne Carlisle & Linda Halfacre in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Perry Halfacre 

18 Shane and Linda Livingston 

25 Billy and Brenda Waites 
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GREETERS    USHERS 

4 Danny and Jenny Stone   Ushers will not be used as part of the 

worship service until further notice. 
11 Grallin and Susan Bullard   

18 Lee and Elaine Bedenbaugh   

25 Shane and Linda Livingston   

     
 

ACOLYTES  COMMUNION STEWARDS 

4 Kursten Long   Communion will be administered using 

pre-packaged communion elements. 
11 Cullen Davis   

18 Layla Huffstetler   

25 Connor Long  YARD MAINTENANCE 

   3 Robert Davis, Michael Davis 

   17 Shane Livingston, Eric Huffstetler 

     
 

Upcoming Events 

 Maundy Thursday Service will be held on Thursday, April 1 at 7PM. 
 

 Tenabrae Service (Good Friday) will be held on Friday, April 2 at 7PM. 
 

 Easter Sunrise Service will be held on Sunday, April 4 at 7AM.  Please remember that, due to COVID-

19, there are a limited number of seats available in the sanctuary on a first-come, first-served basis.  There 

will be overflow seating available in the fellowship hall.   
 

 Living Cross:  Please remember to bring live flowers to place on the living cross located in the sanctuary 

on Easter morning.   
 

 Easter Morning Breakfast: The men’s group will be providing a few “to-go” breakfast options 

following the worship service on Easter morning. 

 

  



 

April Birthdays April Anniversaries 
1 Finley Lewis 3 Billy and Penney Nichols 

3 Penney Nichols 15 Danny and Jenny Stone 

 Todd Sanders 23 John and Judy Amick 

 Kelly Donkle  John and Lori Frampton 

7 Izzy Nguyen 25 Evan and Rebecca Pitts 

8 Joel Yarborough 27 Jonathon and Jennifer Brunson 

12 Cory Hall   

20 Donnie Black   

21 Makayla Kern   

25 Joyce Berry   

26 Allie D. Graddick   

28 Samantha Graham   
 Jessica LaCons   

30 Grallin Bullard   

 Mila Harmon   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 

Organization News 

All meeting will be held in the fellowship hall unless otherwise noted. 

 Men’s Club: No regular meeting in April.  The 

men’s group will prepare the “to-go” Easter 

morning breakfast.  
 

 SOC:  Sunday, April 11 at 6 PM.   

Dianne Graham will have the program. 

 UMYF:  TBA 

 Young Adults:  TBA 

 Middle Agers:  TBA 

 Women’s Prayer Breakfast:  TBA 

 ‘GO’ Group:  will not meet until further notice. 

  



 

SUNDAY

  CALENDAR YEAR / MONTH FIRST DAY OF WEEK

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 01 02 03

Maundy Thursday 

Service @ 7p

Tenabrae Service @ 

7p

04 05 06 07 08 09 10

Easter Sunrise Service @ 

7a

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

SOC @ 6p                     

Admin Council Mtg @ 

7p

Trustees Mtg @ 2p

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 01

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

2021 APRIL New Hope UMC
Calendar of Events

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A.R.K. Ministry 

 
What is A.R.K.? 

 A.R.K. is New Hope’s newest ministry 

designed to nurture members of our 

congregation and reach out to our 

community by performing acts of 

random kindness. 

 

How can you participate?   

 A basket is located in the vestibule with 

slips of paper in it.  Each slip of paper 

contains a random act of kindness to be 

completed.  These acts range from 

making a phone call to check on 

someone, mailing a card, or purchasing 

a can of soup for the Food Bank.  It’s 

really simple, but will provide so much 

joy for the recipients.  Please consider 

participating in this ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 www.newhope-umc.org 

 give.newhope-umc.org 

 www.facebook.com/newhopeumcpomaria 

 youtube.newhope-umc.org 
 

 

 

New Hope United Methodist Church 
3777 New Hope Road (Church) 

331 Holloway Street (Parsonage) 

Pomaria, South Carolina 29126 


