
Ocean Park United Methodist Church 

Church Council          August 23, 2019        

 

Members Present  

Janet Askew                                                                                                                                                          

Diane Buttrell                                                                                                                                           

Mary Evelyn Long                                                                                                                                     

Merri Johnson                                                                                                                                          

Mike Neuschwander                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kathy Olson                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Olson                                                                                                                                                                

Cat Shaver                                                                                                                                                                    

Larry Shaver                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Bob Young 

Also Attending:    Sturgis Dorrance,   Gayle Larke,   

Opening 

The meeting opened with a prayer by Bob Young at 9:00.  The minutes from the August 9 

meeting were unanimously approved.  

Unfinished Business and Needs 

Parsonage Team update.                                                                                                                          

The team of Mike Neuschwander and Bob Young reported on needs at the Parsonage. Larry 

Cook met with the team also.  The team will assess the building needs (repairs and lawn care) 

and possible changes to contracts to report back to the council. The team will report on the 

best way to move forward to oversee the Parsonage with possible costs. 

Foundation support                                                                                                                                       

Bob tried to contact the contractor working on another structure in Ocean Park and didn’t get a 

call back yet. 

Defibrillator                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry Shaver will call the Defibrillator service about a routine check with our unit.  Larry or Cat 

will call the Fire Department to schedule a refresher course for the defibrillator. It will hopefully 

be scheduled after a Sunday church service. Cat will notify us as to the time and date. 

Charge Conference                                                                                                                                           

There was no new information given to either Pastor Denise or Kathy Olsen about the District 

Charge Conference.  The conference will be held in Castle Rock, WA in November. 



Finance  

Jeff Danks reported that the signatures are all updated for the various church accounts. The July 

operating bills have been paid.  The council approved the financial information as presented. 

Jeff and Cat Shaver will meet to go over all the active accounts to bring recommendations to 

the council. Jeff is continuing to work on the current budget for the council.  Many separate 

accounts in the consolidated account are not being used.  A group of member volunteers will 

meet to work on recommendations.   Sturgis Dorrance, Diane Buttrell, and Kathy Olson will 

meet with Jeff and Cat before the next council meeting. 

The current accounting firm is not choosing to continue with OPUMC.  Jeff will be looking into 

securing a new accounting firm and presenting recommendations at a future council meeting. 

Cat reported that a reorganization of the Food 4 Kids program has the financial fund account 

being managed by the Elks treasurer (Long Beach). This is a separate account used for all 

monetary donations for the Food 4 Kids program for the Ocean Beach School District. Cat and 

Larry will be presenting more information after school starts about the Food 4 Kids program 

needs. 

We are continuing to complete our current copier contract.  Cat reported that if you are using 

the copier for Church business there is no charge.  If there is a question, please get approval 

through Pastor Denise.  

New Simplified Structure 

The council reviewed ongoing discussion. The OPUMC council is the governing body of our 

Church. There are volunteers that may be organized as needed and responsible for in-depth 

work in some areas. These include members of the council willing to take up this need, with the 

addition of others interested in participating.  All decisions will be brought to council for 

approval and information.  

There was a discussion on the Pastor’s request that the church members consider becoming a 

reconciling church. Bob Young encouraged us to look at information and pray about this, prior 

to a future meeting with Pastor Denise and possibly, Paul and Kim Stevens in attendance.  

Communications 

A quick discussion about a better communication within our church and with OP community 

occurred. We have a bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall designated for Council information.  

The minutes are posted on the Church Website.  All church members are encouraged to attend. 

 Ideas for more visible church signs were suggested.  Merri Johnson will gather information 

about the possibility of having a sign put up by the Highway department.  Other ideas will be 

presented at a future council meeting. 

Next meeting          



Friday, Sept. 13     at 9:00 am 

Closing      

Adjourned at 10:30 

Submitted by Janet Askew, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 


