
Ocean Park United Methodist Church 

Church Council          August 9, 2019        

 

Members Present  

Janet Askew                                                                                                                                                          

Diane Buttrell                                                                                                                                            

Mike Neuschwander                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kathy Olson                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Olson                                                                                                                                                                

Cat Shaver                                                                                                                                                                    

Larry Shaver                                                                                                                                                             

Pastor Denise Westfall                                                                                                                                          

Bob Young 

Also Attending:    Sturges Dorrance, Hal Buttrell,  Gayle Larke,  Larry Cook 

Opening 

Bob Young called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.  Pastor Denise led us in prayer. She 

presented some articles about other churches’ choices for their future as food for thought. 

The minutes of the July 26 meeting were approved as submitted. 

Unfinished Business 

Structure 

The current Guiding Principles for the Church Council were discussed.  The revision to the 

Treasurer position (passed on July 12, 2019) will be added to this document.  It was 

recommended that the council’s Guiding Principles be posted on a bulletin board in the Church 

Fellowship Hall as well as on the website.   

We had a lengthy discussion about changes to council operations that result from using our 

simplified structure. The council members are responsible for the Church operations with 

encouraged support from the rest of the congregation.  

Finance 

Larry Shaver recommended that OPUM church use the on-line version ($50/year) of 

QuickBooks, that enables the Treasurer and Financial Secretary to work on accounts remotely. 

This was agreed to by the council.   

In the absence of the Treasurer, Cat Shaver reports positive comments about the current 

month’s income.  She also has a good group of trained counting teams for services.  More 



volunteers are encouraged to apply.  She and Jeff are continuing to work on the budget issues.  

Jeff will report about the current progress with accessing the Verlander account to pay our 

apportionment payments at a future meeting.  

Other 

Diane Buttrell has volunteered to be our substitute pianist on Sundays, as Barbara may 

continue to be unable to attend. Any decisions about the Choir and Pianist will be made in 

September. 

The use of volunteer secretarial support for Pastor Denise has been meeting her needs thus far. 

Pastor Denise will be sending a thank you to Dry Coast Gutters for their donation. 

A reminder was given to use the church website to access forms, information, and council 

minutes. 

New Business 

Pastor Denise reported that the District will be announcing the dates of the charge conference 

in November.  It will be located in Castle Rock, WA. More information will be coming to Pastor 

Denise. 

Trustee  

Larry Cook gave us a short update of Parsonage renters’ issues.  The council members Bob and 

Mike will meet with Larry about the renters concerns and report back with recommendations. 

Larry Shaver reported that he has given out 14 keys to the Church.  The AA groups have 4 total. 

In an emergency Pastor Denise can be called for access to the Church. A designated alternate 

person will need to be identified.   

Larry also has a lead on a less expensive source for propane. He will report back at a future 

council meeting.  

There was a short discussion on getting an estimate about foundation repairs from a company 

working in our area.  Bob Young volunteered to make initial contact and report back to the 

council. 

Closing  

The next meeting of the church council is Aug. 23.            The meeting was adjourned at 10:40.   

 

Minutes submitted by Janet Askew  Council Secretary 

 

 


