
Ocean Park United Methodist Church 

Church Council Meeting -  Monthly Structure meeting 

July 26, 2019 

Participants 

Janet Askew                                                                                                                                               

Diane Buttrell                                                                                                                                                       

Jeff Danks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mike Neuschwander                                                                                                                                

Kathy Olson                                                                                                                                                   

Ken Olson                                                                                                                                                        

Cat Shaver                                                                                                                                                 

Larry Shaver                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Pastor Denise Westfall                                                                                                                             

Bob Young                                                                                                                                                              

Also Attending:    Hal Buttrell,   Gayle Larke,   Sturges Dorrance,   Kim Stevens 

Bob Young called the meeting to order at 9:03 am with a devotional and prayer.  

Urgent Items for action and updates:           

Financial update: 

Updating the signatures on the Verlander Endowment Account was discussed.  It was 

unanimously passed in a vote of the council to add one name for a total of three names for 

access and signers on this account, as well as three additional names as access only.   This will 

also align with past practice.  Jeff Danks, Kathy Olson and Cat Shaver will have access and are 

signers. Pastor Denise, Carl Buttrell, and Sturges Dorrance have access only.    

Jeff will be presenting updates and proposals for our budget at the next regular council 

meeting.  

Cat Shaver has received information and files for QuickBooks but will be working on being able 

to access these. She and Jeff will be reporting any information at a future council meeting. 

Parsonage update: 

Information was given to the council that the current renters are now planning on continuing to 

rent the Parsonage.  

Access Keys: 

Keys for Church access was discussed.  Larry Shaver has a list of people that have been given 

new door keys.  He will be contacting the AA groups that have requested keys for their 

meetings. The hope is that only the minimum number of keys will be given out.      



Simplified Structure  

The council opened a discussion on the changes that are occurring to help us make the new 

structure work for us.  Council responsibilities were reviewed and discussed. We discussed 

accessing information from the DS, Kathleen Webber as well as from another church that is 

using the Simplified Structure.   

The church council discussed other changes to be made as we use the simplified structure.  The 

hope for more membership involvement was expressed. Responsibilities will be shared by the 

Church Council and completed through a task force so that no one is overly burdened.  

More information about a Charge Conference in November will be given from the District. 

There was a discussion about a possible all church or council retreat. This will continue to be 

discussed with more specific information at a future meeting.  

Communications from and about the church council will  be accessed through the OPUMC 

website. 

There was a discussion about the Sunday service sign-in sheets located at the pews. It is 

suggested that another way to access contact information from visitors be found. The count 

information has been incorrect due to inconsistent use.  A head count has been more accurate 

and easier.  

Other Communications 

A motion was brought up that we donate the smaller refrigerator to the OP Food Bank. This 

was passed unanimously. The Food Bank was urgently looking for a refrigerator to be donated.  

Pastor Denise received a letter that she shared with the council. The council discussed its 

content.  

Next meeting                 

Regular Council meeting.  Aug 9 at 9:00 am 

Closing   

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 with a closing prayer. 

Minutes submitted by Janet Askew, Council Secretary 

                                   

 


