
OPUMC Council Meeting May 31, 2019  

Council Members Present: 

 Janet Askew,   Diane Buttrell,    Jeff Danks,   Merri Johnson,     Mike 

Neuschwander,     Kathy Olson,    Ken Olson,     Cat Shaver,      Larry Shaver,      

Denise Westfall,   Bob Young 

Also Attending:   Sturgis Dorrance (Consultant),   Paul and Kim Stevens,    Hal 

Buttrell,    Mary Evelyn Long (Pastor of Spiritual Development) 

The meeting opened at 9:04 with a devotional and prayer from Pastor Denise. 

Church Council Covenant                                                                                                       

The members were asked to go over the copy of the OPUMC Church Council 

Covenant (Guiding Principles). Members will bring any questions and comments 

to the next meeting. 

Finance 

Treasurer                                                                                                                                   

Diane moved to instate Jeff Danks as the new Treasurer.  This was seconded and 

approved unanimously.  Jeff and Kathy will be submitting new account signature 

cards at the bank before the next meeting.  Jeff will be looking into the current 

computer program being used (Quickbooks). Discussion about using this program 

versus another version will continue after Jeff, Cat and previous financial 

committee members meet.  Jeff will be familiarizing himself with the accounts to 

help make our committees financial decisions. Diane shared her extensive work 

investigating the Church financial accounts from last December.  She submitted 

her information and hoped this would bring more clarity. 

Financial Secretary                                                                                                                  

Cat Shaver volunteered to be the Financial Secretary.  She will be meeting with 

Jeff to work out the particulars of their duties prior to the next meeting. It was 

stated that there is a need to train counting teams so there are qualified people 

available on Sundays. This will need to be discussed further with a plan for 

rotation and training needs. 

Stewardship 



The Treasurer and other members will need time to become familiar with the 

different accounts for OPUMC prior to continued discussion on Stewardship 

issues. 

Staff Pastor Relations 

Pastor Denise will continue as pastor in a half time position.  Mary Evelyn Long 

has volunteered to be the Pastor of Spiritual Development. Mary Evelyn will be 

presenting the sermon one day a month. A division of pastoral responsibilities will 

be presented later by Pastor Denise.  

A discussion on the current paid secretarial time of 9 hours weekly was opened. A 

reduction in the position was discussed.  The Pianist position (for Sunday and the 

Choir) were also discussed. This was tabled to be continued at a later meeting. 

Trustees 

Information from the Accessibility Audit and the District Committee on Building 

and Relocation will be brought up at the next meeting after the financial 

information is reviewed by the treasurer and financial group. This will help us 

make informed decisions. 

Gwen will be reporting information about the Parsonage to Trustees. 

Mission and Outreach 

Paul Stevens presented ideas on outreach issues for consideration by OPUMC. He 

asked us to think about inclusion and reconciliation as part of our mission in our 

area.  There was also a discussion on the visibility of the church building.  A need 

for changed or added signs and an address to publish were suggested. This will be 

continued at a future meeting. 

Information and Closing  

Pastor Denise will continue as Facilitator at our next meeting.  She reminded us to 

continue think about and pray for God’s guidance on all these issues prior to our 

next scheduled meeting.  After a closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 

10:37.   The next meeting is scheduled for June 14, at 9:00 am. 

 

Minutes submitted by Janet Askew 


