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Lesson Objectives
Understand the history and purpose of

the Westminster Standards

Understand the EPCview of

subscription

Understand the "Reformed Theology"

chapters of the WCF

Understand the rational for vow #4

History and Purpose of WCF
1. All Christians and churches have

"statements of faith" whether they
are written or not.

2. Many churches have written
statements of faith ("Confessions")
and the one the EPCembraces is
the Westminster Confession of Faith



History and Purpose of WCF
3. Project was _ years long, involved

__ ministers from England and
__ Scots (in 1647)

4. The WCF has a main body (EPChas
35 chapters) plus a Shorter (_ Q)
and Larger Catechism (__ Q).
The 3 together make up the
"Westminster Standards".

Question 7 of LCof WCF
Q7 What is God?
"God is spirit, who in and of himself is
infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and
perfection. He is all sufficient, eternal,
unchangeable, beyond our full
understanding, present everywhere,
almighty, knowing everything, completely
wise, completely holy, completely just,
completely merciful and gracious, patient,
and overflowing with goodness and truth."

Question 7 of LCof WCF

Proof Texts Cited: In. 4:24; I Kngs.
8:27; Is. 40:20; Ex. 3:14; Job 11:7-9;
Acts 7:2; I Tim. 6:15; Matt. 5:48; Acts
17:24-25; Gen. 17:1; Ps. 90:2; Mal. 3:6;
James 1:17; I Kngs. 8:27; Rom. 11:33;
Jer. 23:24; Ps. 139; Rev. 4:8; Heb. 4:13;
Ps. 147:5; Rom. 16:27; Is. 6:3; Rev.
15:4; Dt. 32:4; Ex. 34:6

25 texts from 16 books (8 OT and 8 NT)



The EPe View of Subscription
Vow #3 (PCUSA) "Do you sincerely
receive and adopt the essential tenets
of the Reformed faith as expressed in
the confessions of our church as
a andr _
expositions of what scripture leads us
to believe and will you be led by these
confessions as you lead the people of
God."

The EPe View of Subscription

Vow #3 (EPC)
"Do you sincerely receive and adopt
the Westminster Confession of Faith
and the Catechisms of this church, as
containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures?" (LTG,
p.185)

The EPe View of Subscription

Subscription: We commit to being in
agreement

But exceptions {scruples} allowed
{example: WC 21.8 "Sabbath"}



The EPCView of Subscription
BIGQ - What does it mean to IIreceive and
adopt" the Westminster Standards?

The phrase 'system of doctrine' was
understood to include not only
fundamental catholic Christianity and the
evangelical doctrines of the Protestant
Reformation but also the unique Reformed
system of doctrine embodied in the
Westminster Standards." (22nd General
Assembly, 2002

Reformed Chapters of the WCF
TULIP (LTG, pp. 93-98)

T = T Depravity (Genesis
2:17; Ephesians 2:lf; Colossians 2:13; 1
Corinthians 2:14; why we need to John 3:3)

U = U Election (2 Timothy
1:9; Ephesians 2:8 and 1:1-4; Romans 9:11-
16)

TULIP cont'd

L = L Atonement (Matt.
1:21,26:28,20:28; John 10:1-30; John
17:9; John 5:19)

I = Irresistible G (John 6:44)

P = Perseverance of the S---
(John 6:39, 10:28-29; Eph. 1:13; 1 John
2:19)



WCF Chptr 3: "God's Eternal Decrees"

"From all eternity and by the
completely wise and holy purpose of
His own will, God has freely and
unchangeably ordained whatever
happens." (WCF, 3.1) (Prov. 19:21;
Ps. 33:10-11; Daniel 4:35; Lam. 3:37-
39; Matt. 10:29; James 4:13-16; Ps.
139:16)

"This ordainment does not mean,
however, that
(a)God is the author of sin (He is not),

(b)that He represses the will of His created
beings or

(c)that He takes away the freedom or
contingency of secondary causes.

Rather, the will of created beings and the
freedom and contingency of secondary
causes are established by Him." (WCF: 3.1)

Reformed Chapters of the WCF

A. The Sovereignty of God

B. The freewill of man

Hyper-Calvinism affirms __ and

denies

Hyper-Arminianism affirms __ and

denies

WCF affirms both (as does the EPe)



Arminians and Calvinists have far, far,
far more in common. They agree on
the 5 Solas (Scripture Alone, Faith
Alone, Grace Alone, Christ Alone, To
God's Glory Alone) and much more
(Jesus' bodily resurrection, everyone
sins, no one can save themselves,
Jesus' second coming, belief in hell,
Trinity, Great Commission, etc.)

Arminians stress man's freewill, man's
responsibility, and God's fairness.

Calvinists stress God's sovereignty,
God's greatness, and man's sinfulness.

Arminians stress man's freewill, man's
responsibility, and God's fairness.

MYSTERY (paradox)
(Isaiah 55:8-9 and Deuteronomy 29:29)

Calvinists stress God's sovereignty,
God's greatness, and man's sinfulness.



Isaiah 55:8-9

"For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways," declares the LORD.
9 "As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

Deuteronomy 29:29

"The secret things belong to the LORD
our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our children
forever, that we may follow all the
words of this law."

Arminians stress man's freewill, man's
responsibility, and God's fairness.

MYSTERY (paradox)
(Isaiah 55:8-9 and Deuteronomy 29:29)

Calvinists stress God's sovereignty,
God's greatness, and man's
sinfulness.



• Paradox: "an act or statement that
on one level of meaning seems to
contradict itself, yet at a higher level
(sometimes called the 'meta level')
there is a deeper truth or
understanding."

Reformed Chapters of the WCF

• "This important and mysterious
doctrine of predestination must be
treated with special discretion and
care, so that, paying attention to and
obeying the will of God revealed in
His Word, men may be assured that
they have been eternally chosen
from the certainty of their effectual
calling ... "(WCF, 3.8)

• Romans 11:33-36: Oh, the depth of the
riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
"Forwho has known the mind of the
Lord, or who has been his counselor?"
"Or who has given a gift to him that he
might be repaid?" Forfrom him and
through him and to him are all things. To
him be glory forever. Amen.



CHAPTER35: Gospel of the Love of
God and Missions

1. God in infinite and perfect love,
having provided in the covenant of
grace, through the mediation and
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, a way
of life and salvation, sufficient for and
adapted to the whole lost race of man,
freely offers this salvation to all men in
the gospel.

Chapter 35 cont'd

2. In the gospel God declares his love
for the world and his desire that all
men should be saved; reveals fully and
clearly the only way of salvation;
promises eternal life to all who truly
repent and believe in Christ; invites
and commands all to embrace the
offered mercy;

Chapter 35 cont'd
and by his Spirit accompanying the word
pleads with men to accept his gracious
invitation.

3. It is the duty and privilege of everyone
who hears the gospel immediately to
accept its merciful provisions; and they
who continue in impenitence and
unbelief incur aggravated guilt and perish
by their own fault.



Chapter 35 cont'd

4. Since there is no other way of
salvation than that revealed in the
gospel, and since in the divinely
established and ordinary method of
grace faith comes by hearing the word
of God, Christ has commissioned his
church to go into all the world and to
make disciples of all nations.

Rational for Vow #4

"Do you promise that if at any time you
find yourself out of accord with the system
of doctrine as taught in the Scriptures and
as contained in the WCF and the
Catechisms of this church you will on your
own initiative make known to your church
Session the change that has taken place in
your views since the assumption of this
ordination vow?"

Reading Assignment

Westminster Confession chpts 4 & 5

Leadership Training Guide page 28

With such a light reading load this
week it would be a good time to
read the section on Church History,
part 1 (LTG pp 7-15) and flip through
the Catechisms and read some of the
Qand A.


