
Evangelical Presbyterian
Church

Officer Training Session 6
Covering Vows 10 and 11

Adapted from material by
Rev. Dr. Bob Hopper

vow#10: "Will you seek to be faithful
and diligent in the exercise of all
your duties as (pastor I elder I
deacon), whether personal or
relative, private or public; and to
endeavor by the grace of God to
adorn the profession of the
Gospel in your manner of life, and
to walk with exemplary piety
before this congregation of which
God will make you an officer?"

1 Peter 5:1-3 To the elders among you, I
appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of
Christ's sufferings who also will share in
the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of
God's flock that is under your care,
watching over them-not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest
gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it
over those entrusted to you, but being
examples to the flock.
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Vow #11:

"Are you now willing to take
responsibility in the life of this
congregation as a (pastor / elder /
deacon) and will you seek to
discharge your duties, relying
upon the grace of God, in such a
way that the entire Church of
Jesus Christ will be blessed?"

1. What is the primary duty of an
EPC elder?

"... it is the first duty of the Ruling
Elder to represent the mind of
Christ, as that person
understands it, in the various
courts of the Church."

(BOG, 10-4)

2. What is the primary duty of an
EPC deacon?

"The office of Deacon ... is one of
compassion, concern for needs,
and of serving others. Therefore,
the first duty of the Deacon is
sympathy and service.

(BOG, 10-7)
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3. The duty of the local church
"In terms of its work, the first duty

of the church is to evangelize by
extending the Gospel both at
home and abroad."

(BOG,4-3)

Question: What is the relationship
between the primary duty of an
elder and the first duty of the local
church?

Important questions:
1. "How do we know if we are

fulfilling our duties as a church
family or as a church session?"

2. "How do we analyze the health
of our flock?"

3. "How do we know what direction
to which we are to lead the
congregation?"
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Suggestion: Take a church
inventory.

One inventory the EPC
recommends is "Natural Church
Development: A Guide to Eight
Essential Qualities Of Healthy
Churches" (LTG, p. 177)

Local Church Evaluation

1. Empowering Leadership:
Effective leadership begins with
an intimate relationship with
God, resulting in Christ like
character and a clear sense of
God's calling for leader's lives ...

2. Gift-oriented Ministry: The
Holy Spirit sovereignly gives to
every Christian spiritual gift(s) for
the building of God's kingdom.
Church leaders have the
responsibility to help believers
discover, develop, and exercise
their gifts in appropriate
ministries so that the Body of
Christ "grows and builds itself up
in love."
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Local Church Evaluation

3. Passionate Spirituality:
Effective ministry flows out of a
passionate spirituality. Spiritual
intimacy leads to a strong
conviction that God will act in
powerful ways ...
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Local Church Evaluation
4. Functional Structures: The

Church is the living Body of
Christ. Like all healthy
organisms, it requires numerous
systems that work together to
fulfill its intended purpose. Each
must be evaluated regularly to
determine if it is still the best way
to accomplish the intended
purpose.

Local Church Evaluation

5. Inspiring Worship Services:
Inspiring worship is a personal
and corporate encounter with the
living God. Both personal and
corporate worship must be
infused with the presence of God
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Local Church Evaluation

6. Holistic Small Groups:
Holistic small groups are
disciple-making communities
that endeavor to reach the
unchurched, meet individual
needs, develop each person
according to his God-given gifts,
and raise leaders to sustain the
growth of the church.

Local Church Evaluation

7. Need-Oriented Evangelism:
Need-oriented evangelism
intentionally cultivates
relationships with pre-Christian
people so they can become fully
devoted followers of Christ,
actively participating in the life of
the church and community.

Local Church Evaluation

8. Loving Relationships: Loving
relationships are the heart of a
healthy, growing church ...
Practical demonstration of love
builds authentic Christian
community and brings others
into God's kingdom.
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Questions for all officers to
diagnose personal spiritual
health (LTG, p. 173)

1. Do you have a healthy thirst for
God?

2. Are you governed increasingly
by God's Word?
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3. Are you more loving?
4. Do you delight in the church / the

bride of Christ?
5. Are the spiritual disciplines

increasingly important to you?

Living with Exemplary Piety
1 Timothy 3:2-7 Therefore, an
overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of one
wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, not a
drunkard, not violent but gentle,
not quarrelsome, not a lover of
money ... (cont'd)
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(1 Timothy 3:2-7 cont'd)
He must manage his own
household well, with all dignity
keeping his children submissive .
. . must not be a recent convert ..
. must be well thought of by
outsiders ...
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1 Peter 5:1-3 So I exhort the
elders among you, as a fellow
elder ... Shepherd the flock of
God that is among you, exercising
oversight, not under compulsion,
but willingly, as God would have
you; not for shameful gain, but
eagerly; not domineering over
those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.

Do you have any sense of
inadequacy in meeting the call to
leadership within God's family?
G _
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2 Corinthians 2:15-3:6 Who is
sufficient for these things? ...
Such is the confidence that we
have through Christ toward God.
Not that we are sufficient in
ourselves to claim anything as
coming from us, but our
sufficiency is from God, who has
made us sufficient to be ministers
of a new covenant ... 25
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Philippians 4:13 I can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens me.

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have
this treasure in jars of clay that
the surpassing power belongs to
God and not to us.

2 Corinthians 12:9
But he said to me, 'My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.
Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may rest upon
me.
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God
equips
those
He
calls
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Next week's assigned reading:

Leadership Training Guide, pp.
115-121

Book of Government chapters 1, 2,
3, 7, and 9 (14 pages)
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