Evangelical Presbyterian
Church
Officer Training Session 4
Covering Vows 5, 6, and 7
adapted from material by Rev. Dr.
Bob Hopper

Essential Tenets of the EPC are
basic statements of core beliefs
about
1. God; 2. Jesus; 3.Holy Spirit; 4.
Salvation; 5. the Church; 6. Last
Things (Jesus return); 7. Mission

"Essentials of Our Faith' is an
irenic statement of historic
evangelicalism. The purpose of
'Essentials of Our Faith' is to
define core beliefs of the Christian
faith. It expresses historic
Christian beliefs common to all
true believers and churches
throughout the world.
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(a)"lt is not intended to be the exclusive
test of orthodoxy for ordination."
(b)"lt is not intended to be used as an
explicit standard for minimal core
beliefs for candidates, ordination, or
ministerial examinations."
(c) "It is not intended to be construed as
a substitute for the WCF." (LTG, p.
28)

"Both the WCF and 'Essentials' are
important documents in the EPC.
The WCF and 'Essentials' are not
alternative statements of truth,
nor are they competitive
statements of truth. They each
serve important and harmonious
purposes with the EPC.

The WCF preserves our
commitment to the historic
orthodoxy of the Reformed Faith.
'Essentials' preserves our
commitment to historic
evangelicalism." (LTG, p. 28)
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ESSENTIAL TENETS (BELIEFS)
All Scripture is self-attesting and being Truth, requires our unreserved submission in all areas
oflife. The infallible Word of God, the sixty-six books ofthe Old and New Testaments, is a
complete and unified witness to God's redemptive acts culminating in the incarnation of the
Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible, uniquely and fully inspired by the Holy Spirit, is
the supreme and final authority on all matters on which it speaks. On this sure foundation we
affirm these additional Essentials of our faith:

We believe in one God, the sovereign Creator and Sustainer of all things, infinitely
perfect and eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To Him be
all honor, glory and praise forever!
1.

2. Jesus Christ, the living Word, became flesh through His miraculous conception by
the Holy Spirit and His virgin birth. He who is true God became true man united in one
Person forever. He died on the cross a sacrifice for our sins according to the Scriptures.
On the third day He arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven, where, at the
right hand of the Majesty on High, He now is our High Priest and Mediator.

3. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify Christ and to apply the saving work of Christ to
our hearts. He convicts us of sin and draws us to the Savior. Indwelling our hearts, He
gives new life to us, empowers and imparts gifts to us for service. He instructs and
guides us into all truth, and seals us for the day of redemption.
4. Being estranged from God and condemned by our sinfulness, our salvation is wholly
dependent upon the work of God's free grace. God credits His righteousness to those
who put their faith in Christ alone for their salvation, thereby justifies them in His sight.
Only such as are born of the Holy Spirit and receive Jesus Christ become children of
God and heirs of eternal life.
5. The true Church is composed of all persons who through saving faith in Jesus Christ
and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit are united together in the body of Christ. The
Church finds her visible, yet imperfect, expression in local congregations where the
Word of God is preached in its purity and the sacraments are administered in their
integrity; where scriptural discipline is practiced, and where loving fellowship is
maintained. For her perfecting, she awaits the return of her Lord.
6. Jesus Christ will come again to the earth-personally, visibly, and bodily-to judge the
living and the dead, and to consummate history and the eternal plan of God. "Even so,
come, Lord Jesus." (Rev. 22:20)
7. The Lord Jesus Christ commands all believers to proclaim the Gospel throughout the
world and to make disciples of all nations. Obedience to the Great Commission requires
total commitment to "Him who loved us and gave Himself for us." He calls us to a life of
self-denying love and service. "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them." (Eph. 2: 10)
These Essentials are set forth in greater detail in the Westminster Confession of Faith.

VOW#5
Do you affirm and adopt the
"Essentials of our Faith" without
exception?

Vow#6:
Do you subscribe to the
government and discipline of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church?

•

Three forms of Church government:

1. Hierarchy = power is vested in one
or a few person(s)

=

2. Congregational
power is vested in
all (one member / one vote)
3. Presbyterian = power is vested in
elected leaders (elders) who are
elected by the congregation and
who are connected to each other via
"courts" of the church
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Big Question:
In a Presbyterian (REPRESENTATIVE)
form of church government where
authority is shared by a "court"
(collective body of elders), who do the
elders of the local church
REPRESENT?
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• The duties of the Session
In maintaining the spiritual supervision
of the particular church, the Church
Session has the following duties and
powers.
a. To monitor the spiritual conduct of
the members, and to take action
when appropriate according to the
procedures set forth in the Book of
Discipline.
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b. To initiate ministry of evangelism as
the first business of the church, and
to seek to lead persons to an
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior.
c. To remind parents of the
responsibility of presenting their
children for baptism .
d. To receive members
.
e. To keep rolls ...
12
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f. To dismiss, restore, grant affiliation,
or remove members ...
g. To determine the budget of the
church and the benevolence
objectives of the congregation.
h. To oversee the educational program
of the congregation ...
i. To oversee the work of the Board of
Deacons ...
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j. To fulfill the obligations of those
elected to the (church) office of
Ruling Elder or Deacon ...
k. To oversee the worship of the
congregation ... including the time
and place of worship, special
services, the music program, and
the celebration of the sacraments.
This shall not infringe on the
responsibility of the Senior Pastor ..
. (BOG, 16-10, K)
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NOTE: "The minister is responsible
for the order for worship, for
leading the service, and for
determining the parts of worship
along with the emphasis given to
each. The Minister has final
authority over all, including the
music ... " (BOW, 2-7, B)
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I. To determine policies regarding the
use of the property and facilities of
the congregation.
m. Where there is no pastor, to
convene the people for worship on
the Lord's Day, offering, prayers,
praise, reading the scriptures and
teaching thereof.
n. To organize itself for the
advancement of the ministry of the
church and the mission of that
congregation.
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o. To overture Presbytery on matters it
believes vital or helpful to the whole
church, and to observe and carry
out the injunctions and instructions
of the higher courts.
p. To order special offerings, special
days of prayer and fasting, special
days of worship and other matters
that benefits the spiritual life of the
people.
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q. To do whatever else may be
necessary for the spreading of the
Gospel, the edification of the
members, the well being of the
church, the advancement of the
Kingdom, and the growth in grace of
all." (BOG,16-10)

ie
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The Three Courts of the Church
1. Session
2. Presbytery
3. General Assembly
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Three Parts of the Book of Order
1. Book of Government (BOG)
2. Book of Discipline (BOD)
3. Book of Worship (BOW)
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Three Church Officers
1. Teaching Elder
2. Ruling Elder (1 Timothy 5:16-17)
3. Deacon (Acts 6:1-7)
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1. What is a Deacon?
'The office of Deacon as set forth in
Scripture is one of compassion,
concern for needs, and of serving
others. Therefore, the first duty of the
Deacon is sympathy and service.
Historically to this office has been given
the duty of being the Church's
instrument for the ministry of
compassion. Such duties may include
the care, maintenance, and
preparation of the church and its
facilities ... " (BOG, 10-7)
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"Since the Board of Deacons is not a
Court of the Church and since it is
under the of the Session ... The
Church Session may assign from time
to time special duties felt to be
appropriate to that office." (BOG, 107)
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2. Qualifications

of a Deacon:

"According to the Scripture, those who
bear this office should exhibit
especially those spiritual qualities of
the Christian, and should be earnest
and wholehearted followers of
Christ. They should be persons who
are steady and reliable, well thought
of by all. They should not be new in
the faith and should be tested for
faithfulness before election." (BOG,
10-8)
24
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Church Discipline (Book of Discipline)
What is church discipline?
"Discipline is the exercise of authority
given the church by the Lord Jesus
Christ to instruct and guide its
members and their children and to
promote its purity and welfare. The
term has two senses: the one referring
to the whole government [of the
church] ... The other a restricted and
technical sense signifying
ecclesiastical judicial procedures."
(BOD,1-1)
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2. Why have church discipline?
a. Jesus requires it (Matthew 18:15-

18)
b. Human sin requires it (1 Corinth.
5:1-13)
c. Protection of the innocent / church
(Galatians 5:9)
d. The public witness of the church
requires it
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3. What are the grounds for church
discipline?
"Not everything displeasing to God is a
ground for ecclesiastical judicial
procedures [discipline]. Offenses
which require discipline are 3 kinds:
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I~I Heresy
b. Immorality
c. Contempt for the established
of the church (BOD, 1-2)

order
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4. Who is subject to church
discipline?
"All active and inactive members of the
church, confirmed, baptized, and
affiliate, are entitled and subject to
the benefits of discipline." (BOD, 14)
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"No Minister should be shielded from
discipline or lightly sanctioned on
account of his office. Neither should
actions for serious charges be
received against him on slight
grounds." (BOD, 1-2) (James 3:1)
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5. Why do many (or most) churches
not practice church discipline?
a. Ignorance
b. Fear
c. Paying the high cost
d. Lack of courage
e. (lack of
_
(Galatians

6: 1)
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6. The ultimate goal of church
discipline:
"Purpose of Discipline: The exercise of
discipline is highly important and
necessary. The purpose of
discipline is
(a)to maintain the honor of God,
(b)to restore the sinner, and
(c) to remove offense from the church
32

Vow #7:
"Do you promise subjection to your
fellow officers in the Lord?"
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"... The power to rule, is a joint
authority. No one person rules the
local church - not an Elder and not
the Pastor. Instead, the church is
ruled by the joint oversight of the
Session. We believe in the rule of the
majority ..

34

A governing body deliberates and
discusses an issue, prays together
about its decision, and when the vote
is taken we have always understood
this to be God acting through the
majority.
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"Of course, the Session or the
Presbytery or the General Assembly
can err! However, in the ordinary
process of governing the church we
must trust that God does ordinarily
act through the majority of the
governing body ...
(Acts 15)
36
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The Principle of Subjection to Each
Other:
When you are ordained, you will take a
very special vow as part of your
ordination. You will be asked, "Do
you promise subjection to your fellow
Presbyters in the Lord?" This means
that when a vote is taken, all officers
are obligated to support it and
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maintain the peace and unity of the
church. There will be numerous
times in your service as an officer
when you will be in the minority on
some issue. But to be a Presbyterian
means an officer is in subjection to
the majority decision and supports it."
(LTG, p. 158)
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Reading Assignment:
Leadership Training Guide: pp. 139158;
Book of Government: chapters 10, 11,
and 16
Book of Discipline: chapter 1
1 Timothy 5:17-18; Acts 6:1-7 and
Acts 20:28
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