
Officer Training
Lesson 2: The Bible

Adapted from material
by Rev. Dr. Ben Hopper

• Ordination Vow #2: "Do you
believe the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the
Word of God, totally trustworthy,
fully inspired by the Holy Spirit,
the supreme, final and only
infallible rule of faith and practice?

The Books of the Bible

Our Old Testament ( books)
are the sacred writings of the
Jewish people.

Our New Testament (__ books)
had to met several criteria to be
included.
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Criteria used:
1. Apostolic authorship or

endorsement
2. We find early church leaders

endorsing / acknowledging them
3. They had to be in harmony with

the other writings about which
there was no doubt or
controversy.

What about the Apocrypha?
These __ books were not part
of the scripture so
we consider them historical
documents only. These became
part of the Catholic Bible in

Leadership Training Guide (LTG), pg. 38

• Ordination Vow #2: "Do you
believe the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the
Word of God, totally trustworthy,
fully inspired by the Holy Spirit,
the supreme, final and only
infallible rule of faith and
practice?
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Some will ask

• Infallible OR inerrant?

• Infallible OR inerrant

Yes! Or both!

• 2 Timothy 3:16-17

• 2 Peter 1:21

Three Views of the Bible

1. The Bible contains the Word of
God.
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Three Views of the Bible

1. The Bible contains the Word of
God.

2. The Bible becomes the Word of
God.

Three Views of the Bible

1. The Bible contains the Word of
God.

2. The Bible becomes the Word of
God.

3. The Bible is the Word of God.

The 5 "Salas" of Reformation

1. Sola Scriptura---Scripture Alone.
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The 5 "Salas" of Reformation

1. Sola Scriptura---Scripture Alone
2. Sola Fide---Faith alone ..

The 5 "Salas" of Reformation

1. Sola Scriptura---Scripture Alone
2. Sola Fide---Faith alone.
3. Sola Gratia---Grace alone ..

The 5 "Solas" of Reformation

1. Sola Scriptura---Scripture Alone
2. Sola Fide---Faith alone.
3. Sola Gratia---Grace alone.
4. Solus Christus---by Christ alone.
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The 5 "Solas" of Reformation
1. Sola Scriptura---Scripture Alone
2. Sola Fide---Faith alone.
3. Sola Gratia---Grace alone.
4. Sol us Christus---by Christ alone
5. Soli Oeo Gloria---to the glory of

God alone.
Leadership Training Guide (LTG), pp 17-18

The Leaders' Private Study
"As Evangelical Presbyterians, we are
deeply committed to the Bible. But
sometimes we can love the concept
of Scripture more than the actual
ingested words of God. How is our
level of faith impacted by time reading
God's Word? Our maturity? Our
prayers? Our Humility? Our
wisdom?" (LTG p. 43)

The Leaders' Private Study
"Do not be conformed to the world but
be transformed by the of
your mind, that by testing you may
discern what is the of God,
what is good and acceptable and
perfect." (Romans 12:2)

The primary role of an EPC elder: "to
____ the mind of Christ"
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The Leaders' Private Study

2 Timothy 3:16-17 "All scripture is
inspired (God-breathed) and is
useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in
righteousness, so that the man of
God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work."

• Ordination Vow #2: "Do you
believe the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the
Word of God, totally trustworthy,
fully inspired by the Holy Spirit,
the supreme, final and only
infallible rule of faith and
practice?

Rule of Faith and Practice

1. What is "rule"? A-----
2. What is "faith"? D-----

(what we believe, right teaching)

3. What is practice? L, _
out this L _
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Interpreting The Bible
• 1. Pray for illumination by the
Holy Spirit; read the Bible;

• 2. Seek to understand the plain
meaning of the text (WCF 1.7)

''The main things are the plain
things."

Interpreting The Bible
3. Scripture interprets scripture

(unclear passages understood in
light of clear passage I the whole
counsel of scripture)

4. Consider historical teachings of
the church (Example: Confessions)

Interpreting The Bible
5. Consider context, history, literary
genre

6. Realize some unclear passages
may not clear up immediately, or
even in this lifetime. If so, then it
must not be a M----
T _
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• "When there is conflict in the Church,
it is not as if there were no higher
judge over and above the headstrong
contenders. When there is strife in the
Church, there is no reason at all for
thinking that everybody may be right
or perhaps nobody, . .. No, in the
Church there is a judge. The judge
alone may end the conflict. And the
judge (back) then [Jerusalem Council,
Acts 15] and is still today

"the Word of the apostles and
prophets ... They are the witnesses
whom Jesus Christ has appointed for
Himself. They knew what right and
truth are, and in their Word, and thus
in the Holy Scriptures, the contestants
in the Church can and must be able
to hear the right and the truth
unmistakably at all times."

• Karl Barth, Leben und Glauben, July 10,
1937

Reading Assignment

Next week, covering vows 3 & 4
Westminster Confession of Faith
chapters 3, 5, 9,10,14,15,17,
35 (about 13-14 pages)

Leadership Training Guide pp.
17-32,91-100
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