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Luke 10:1-9 [16] 

It’s all about being sent.  The Father sent Jesus.  Remember?  John 
20?  “As the Father has sent me.”  And then Jesus speaks His 
sending:  “As the Father has sent me so now I send you.”  
With the Lord’s sending are His words and the exercise of the keys 
that do and give what they say:  “If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgive them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.”    In Matthew the all-authority-in-heaven-
and-on-earth-Jesus sends the eleven to go in His stead and by His 
command to baptize and teach with His authority.  To be sent with 
authority, especially the authority of Jesus, is to be sent for sure.  
To hear one that Jesus sends with His all-authority-in-heaven-and-
on-earth is to hear Jesus Himself:  “He who hears you hears 
me,” (Luke 10:16).  To reject the one Jesus sends is to reject Jesus 
and the Father who sent Him.  That’s also Luke 10:16.     

Luke 10 is all about divine sending. Apostolic ministry.  “How are 
they to preach unless they are sent?” (Rom. 10:15)  Luke 10 
is a foundational text regarding the office of the holy ministry.  Now 
I want to repeat what I just said because this point is so important.  
It is the Father who sends Jesus. Jesus doesn’t send Himself.  In 
the same way the disciples don’t send themselves.  Jesus sends 
them.  To be His “apostles” or “sent ones.”  To preach Christ’s Word 
because “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 
of Christ” (Rom 10:17) from those He sends.  

In the text He sends 72.  His words are to be their words.  His words 
are to be heard.  That’s why the pastor whom the Lord sends asks: 
“Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?” And 
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when you answer, “yes,” he then proclaims:   “In the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ …1 [or] As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I forgive you all 
your sins.” Are you forgiven?  Absolutely.  Why?  Because you have 
the Lord’s Word on it.  His Word is sure.  His Word does and gives 
what it says.  It is why Jesus sends pastors.  To be the Lord’s mouth 
to speak His Word.  So that sinners trust Jesus with their sin as 
FORGIVEN.       

72 of them in Luke 10.  Why 72?  Glad you asked.   After all, 
numbers in the Bible are quite important.  For example, 1,000 in 
Revelation 20 is the number 10 cubed.  Ten Commandments:  
God’s complete will before Him and others.  Ten plagues: God’s 
complete judgment against Egypt’s unbelief.  So 10 to the third 
power in Revelation indicates God’s complete, complete, complete 
period of time in which Jesus reigns on the earth with His church.  
The time between His first and second coming.   

Here’s another example. The number 12. 12 apostles reminds us of 
the 12 tribes of Israel.  OT church.  Now NT church.   In Genesis 72 
is the number of the nations after the catastrophic flood.  Now here 
in Luke 10 Jesus resolutely is going to Jerusalem to do a Good 
Friday all atoning death for all sin.  For the world!  For all nations!  
For all peoples!  72 here then speaks of the Lord having for Himself 
a church, that will be found all over the world; a church found all 
throughout the earth; a church that goes to all the nations until the 
Last Day.  Remember Matthew 28’s “all nations”?  If you’re 
smelling what Luke is cooking, the 72 is a Polaroid of the church 
sent to make disciples of all the nations, baptizing and teaching, 
preaching repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus. 

And did you notice the urgency of the sending?  The fields are ripe 
for harvest. There’s no time to waste. Like the October farm fields 

                                                      
     1 Individual Confession and Absolution, Lutheran Service Book, 293. 
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in Nebraska, Kansas and all throughout middle America.  I was 
supposed to help one of my farmers at Murdock with his harvest 
because there are not enough workers for the harvest but surgery 
took me out.  However, when I helped with harvest last fall the 
hours were long.  The work was determined and persistent. That’s 
the focused intensity of Jesus as He heads to Jerusalem to do His 
Good Friday! So too with the proclamation of His death for the 
world’s salvation! Don’t worry about packing the luggage. Just get 
going! No wallets, no backpacks, no extra pair of dress shoes let 
alone the Nikes. Don’t even get sidetracked by a pandemic! Just go! 

And did you also see the danger?  Not a virus! The 72 go out as 
lambs among wolves. No surprise there.  After all, they are 
ambassadors of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.  They represent the One who is going to Jerusalem to do His 
very good Good Friday sacrifice for all sin on the cross! The wolves 
will be watching, waiting, prowling, foaming at the mouth, bearing 
their fangs and going for the jugular!  As the wolves opposed and 
persecuted Jesus who proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor (Lk 
4:19), so the preaching of the Good Friday Salvational Kingdom 
Reign of Jesus FOR SINNERS will be met with harsh opposition, 
discrimination, oppression, persecution and martyrdom.   

In Luke 21 Jesus flat out says:  “they will lay their hands on 
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors FOR MY NAME’S SAKE … You will 
be delivered up even by parents and brothers and 
relatives and friends and some of you they will put to 
death.  You will be hated by all FOR MY NAME’S SAKE.” 
The Book of Acts and the Book of Revelation are exhibits one and 
two that piggy back off of Luke 21.   

Sounds like 21st century America!  To be a Christian and to confess 
Christ as Lord is to be demonized as a raving foaming-at-the-
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mouth enemy of the pretend divinity called the state.  Can you say 
Judge Amy Coney Barrett?  She is hated and despised.  Not worthy 
to be a human being in the eyes of many.  Because she is a Christian.  
Do you think these civil authorities that pretend to be little deities 
will treat you Christian lambs any differently?  At the very least you 
will be Solzhenitsyn-ed or Sakharov-ed.  Imprisoned like St. Paul. 
Or you may be blessed to die because of Christ’s saving Name!     

Do not despair.  As the church and her ministers proclaim the 
kingdom of life and salvation come near in Jesus and as it is 
opposed and attacked by the wolves, Jesus make a wonderful 
promise.  That takes a back to Luke 21 again.  Jesus says that, “this 
will be your opportunity to bear witness … for I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.”    
Like the mouth given to Stephen in Acts.  In other words, the gospel 
will spread all the more as the persecution against the church 
intensifies to a fevered pitch in this country.  The gospel will be 
preached.  That’s Christ’s promise!  Not even the gates of hell …  
Opposition will spread it all the more!  To the ends of the earth.  
Remember the meaning of the number 72?       

And that takes us to what the 72 are given to preach.  What is that?  
Again, I’m glad you asked.  They are sent to proclaim “peace.” 
They will echo the angelic sermon at Christ’s birth!  “And on 
earth peace!”  The 72 are ambassadors of the Prince of Peace. 
“Peace be to this house.” “Peace be with you.”  This is a 
peace that comes from the cross of the Crucified One.  A peace the 
world cannot give. A peace that surpasses our understanding. That 
God is at PEACE with you.  He is not at war with you!  The Hebrew 
word is Shalom. Not just an end to the war, but a restoration of 
wholeness. With peace comes healing of body and mind. “Heal 
the sick,” Jesus tells them. Luke the physician would emphasize 
that. The 72 are His ambassadors. They have His authority over 
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disease and the demons. They bear good news. The kingdom of God 
has come near. 

Take note of that.  You don’t build the kingdom of God. You 
proclaim it. There’s a big difference. Most church big wigs are 
confused.  They want you to believe that the kingdom of God is a 
heavy lifting building project of your doing.  And so you’d better be 
doing it 24-7-365!  But Luke teaches us differently.  The kingdom 
of God is built not on your efforts but on God’s efforts. Not on your 
works, but Christ’s works! Not with your blood, sweat, and tears 
but with Jesus’ blood, sweat, and tears!  The kingdom has come!  
Jesus does the salvific kingdom of God work. You announce that is 
it here; that “It is finished!” 

All right.  Let’s push the text some more.  Or better yet, let the text 
push us.  Let me put it to you this way.  If someone shows up at your 
house, rings the doorbell and then tells you that you just won a 
hundred million dollars, do you let him in? Would you offer him a 
cup of joe and a bagel? Would his proclamation that you won all 
that cash mean anything to you? Would his announcement send 
chills down your spine and send your heart into erythema? Well, if 
you know that he has the authority to speak those words, and that 
those words are true, then you would be an absolute moron to slam 
the door in his face.  Wouldn’t you?  Of course! 

Today you hear better news.  The best news ever.  The gospel.  
Through pastor’s mouth the absolution: “I forgive you all of your 
sins.”  And in and from the Lord’s Supper: “This is my Body, my 
Blood for you; for the remission of sins.” Whose words?  Christ’s!  
His words to and FOR YOU. Do you dare trust them?  Spoken by 
the pastor?  Yes! “He who hears you, hears me.”  

The Lutheran Confessions quote Luke 10:16 often to the effect that 
when the called ministers of Christ deal with us according to His 
mandate and institution, those words are as valid and certain, in 
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heaven also, as though Christ Himself were dealing with us. They 
call the voice of absolution “a living voice of the Gospel” and “a 
voice coming down from heaven”. Even when the owner of the 
voice is less than honorable (Judas also was sent by Jesus), 
nevertheless the words are Jesus’ words. The peace is Jesus’ peace. 
“He who hears you, hears me.” 

I’ve been sent by the Lord Jesus to proclaim His “peace” to and FOR 
YOU.  Jesus Good Friday-ly died FOR YOU.  He rose bodily from 
the grave FOR YOU.  All your sin is answered for.  Forgiven you are.  
He doesn’t’ hold any of your sin against you.  He is at peace with 
you.  And His peace given to you now in the words that I just spoke 
to you and uniquely bestowed with His Body and Blood in the 
Lord’s Supper will pay off big time: the resurrection of your body 
and life everlasting!  The grandest and greatest healing.  You have 
the Lord’s most certain and sure Word on that too.  But that’s 
another sermon for another day.  I’ll let sent ones Arnold and 
Froiland handle that.  

Now let’s segue to the Prayer of the Church and pray to the Lord of 
the harvest to send more workers – more preachers.  To proclaim 
PEACE because the kingdom of Jesus is upon us. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always!   

In the Name of Jesus.   

 


