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 You ever get just half the story?  Someone tells you the terrible thing that happened to them… 

something someone else did… only to find out later, that what you were told involved much more than just 

what that person told you.  They wanted to paint a bleak picture so that you felt sorry for them or so that 

your anger would burn against the other person. We are left with filling in the blanks of the story with our 

own assumptions… and often those assumptions are wrong. 

 In order to guard against us trying to fill in the blanks with our own assumptions, I would like to 

share with you the whole story – or at least enough of the story – of the Old Testament reading context so 

that these words appointed for today are not misunderstood. 

 Back in the middle of the Book of Genesis the brothers of Joseph, our main character in the text for 

today, got angry with him because Joseph had dreams revealing how God would put him above his older 

brothers.  His brothers got angry and were jealous.  They wanted to kill Joseph.  But Reuben, the oldest 

brother, talked his brothers into sparing Joseph’s life and selling him into slavery instead.  That’s what they 

did – to a band of Ishmaelite travelers who were headed to Egypt.  They in turn sold Joseph into slavery to 

a man by the name of Potiphar.  He was a faithful servant in Potiphar’s house but false accusations of 

attempted adultery with Potiphar’s wife landed Joseph in jail.  He had a hard life for a long time.  He was a 

slave and a prisoner in a foreign land for many years. 

 Later, Joseph ended up finding favor in the eyes of the king of Egypt – the Pharaoh.  God allowed 

Joseph to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams which would help prepare Egypt for a seven year famine.  Pharaoh 

was so pleased with Joseph that he put him in charge of collecting the necessary recourses to get Egypt 

through the famine.  Joseph was a hero and became Pharaoh’s right hand man. 

 When the famine had spread throughout the land, Joseph’s father Jacob sent his brothers down to 

Egypt to get food because Egypt had prepared for the famine.  Joseph’s brothers had not seen their brother 

for years so they did not recognize him when they had to stand before him and ask for food.  After a time 

Joseph finally revealed himself to his brothers and his brothers were scared because Joseph had so much 

power and his brothers wronged Joseph so long ago.  Joseph, in the Lord’s wisdom, was not angry but 

rather saw God’s purpose through the whole ordeal.  Joseph’s suffering brought about mercy for His own 

people. 

 And after their father Jacob had died, Joseph’s brothers were scared that Joseph would now take out 

his anger on them.  They pleaded with their brother and this is where we pick up the story in our text.  

Joseph’s response to his brothers rings in our ears today, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?  As for 

you, you meant evil against me, but God meant if for good, to bring it about that many people should be 

kept alive, as they are today.” 

 That’s the whole story – or at least enough of it – so that we may understand why Joseph said what 

he said in the text.  Getting the whole story is important.  And knowing the whole story is just as vital.  It 

makes the meaning of what Joseph did that much more clear and important for us today, for knowing the 

whole story is the pathway to understanding and life. 

 There is wisdom in knowing the whole story.  I think that potential is there for the Christian.  

Knowing that we don’t always understand – knowing that we can’t see the bigger picture like God – 

knowing that God always has a bigger and better purpose than we can see or understand when tragedy 

strikes or suffering takes place – is one way we can know the whole story. 

 These are the things that we must know.  First, there is more to life than this life.  I hope you know 

this story because it really does show us how there is a bigger picture for all of us that we just can’t see 

right now.  In our sufferings, God is preparing us for something bigger we cannot see right now.  I’m not 

always sure how all that works.  I’m convinced also that we may never know how our sufferings will affect 

the lives of others – like Joseph could see the reasons for his sufferings.  The bigger picture and the whole 



story for us is this… In the midst of Joseph’s sufferings he never lost hope and faith in the one who was 

with him his whole life.  God was with him through the sufferings of slavery, through the years of 

imprisonment.  God was with him even when he was accused of crimes he did not commit.  Joseph never 

lost sight that God was still in control even when his very life was threatened.  Joseph put his trust in the 

“whole story”. 

 The trap that sin consumes us with is what Joseph refused to fall into.  Joseph waited patiently for 

the “whole story” to unfold.  And it did.  In our sinfulness we can’t wait.  We give up.  We think there is no 

more care, guidance or protection from God because of what we have been through.  We think we know 

the whole story of our life when we only see such a meager part.  The circumstances that cause us to suffer 

draw us away from trusting in God rather than closer to Him.  We say, “I’m angry because of what I have 

had to go through” and we separate ourselves further from that which is our strength and stronghold.  Not 

giving ourselves over to God and allowing Him to finish the work – the whole story – for us – active in our 

lives indicates one of our major flaws.  Instead of trusting that God is with us the whole way – in control 

the whole time – we take matters into our own hands and start trusting in ourselves – as if we think we 

know the whole story. 

 Not only is there more to our life, there is more to our understanding.  Beloved in the Lord, please 

know that God’s peace surpasses all understanding – just as we conclude each sermon with as a reminder 

that we don’t have a handle on God’s wisdom.  Just when we think we have it all figured out – something 

else happens – something else throws us for a loop.  And then we go back to doubting.  People all over all 

the time have their very own opinions about God – their ideas of what He is like and how He is to act.  

These understandings are imposed by human minds and not by what He has been revealed in Scripture.  If 

you want to understand God – the best we can know how – we have to look at the whole picture.  That 

picture is found in the revealed Word of God. No one knows the mind of God.  But we can know of Him 

and we do know enough.  We know who He is and how He saves by what He said.  It doesn’t reveal 

everything about God and about our life – please accept that.  But to know God we must know the whole 

story.  We must go back to the Bible – His revelation for our benefit. 

 What does this “whole story” tell us?  Well the story tells us that “the foolishness of God is wiser 

than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength” in 1 Corinthians chapter 

one.  What does God say, in His “whole story?”  He says, “Trust in the Lord with all you heart and lean 

not on your own understanding” in Proverbs chapter three.  The whole story belongs to the Lord and only 

through the Lord and His work on us and for us can we even begin to understand suffering, mercy, life, 

death, and every other trivial subject we can’t get a complete handle on.  But the Good News is – we know 

where to find it. 

 It’s in the Gospel – revealed to us in the work of the Son.  For the Father gave His only begotten 

Son to die on the cross for us.  That’s the whole story.  That’s the very key to understanding life – the 

Scriptures – and all we need to know about our Father’s love.  What we have is all we need – the whole 

story – in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus for us.  We need not seek out any more than this 

precious gift of life.  We cannot understand how God could love us so much, a poor miserable sinner, but 

He does and He has given us the whole story to boot.  He has given us everything we need. 

 Joseph trusted in God’s work even when He was at the receiving end of the suffering.  But he 

realized that in God’s unending mercy – a bigger plan was put in place – one Joseph could not have even 

predicted.  Does God have a bigger plan for you and those around you?  Does He carry you through suffering 

for a bigger purpose in His own mercy for you and others?  Yes He does.  How?  I’m not always sure.  I’m 

not sure we will ever know.  In Christ, beloved in the Lord, we know the “whole story” even when we don’t 

always know how things will end up in this life.   In Christ we do know how things will end up for eternity.  

That’s the bigger, better, and the “whole” story we need.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   

 


