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 Before we delve into the Old Testament text for today, it’s important that we are reminded what the 

writer of Proverbs shares just a few short verses prior. They are familiar and often repeated words: 

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” Vv. 5-6. 

 We are called to trust God above all things… even trust Him above our own understanding. Isaiah 

reminds us that God works in different ways that we can comprehend. A couple of weeks ago, Isaiah 

reminded us that God says, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways…. For 

as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.” Although God is pointing out that we won’t always understand what God is thinking or 

doing, these words give us comfort to know that even when we don’t understand the ways of God (no 

matter what our situation), God’s still got it under control. He’s got it because His ways and 

understanding is higher than ours. 

 Today’s sermon will be a little different. We will take the Old Testament text from Proverbs, what 

we sometimes call the Book of Wisdom, and focus on each verse in order. This form of preaching is 

called Expository Preaching. So, if you would like to follow along with the Old Testament text in your 

worship folder, we will begin. 

 Vv. 11-12: “My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of His reproof, for the Lord 

reproves Him who He loves, as a father the son in whom He delights.” 

 It’s true, God disciplines those He loves. A parent shows love by carrying out discipline on his/her 

child. In contrast, a parent does not show love, when he/she does nothing to correct a wrong. Allowing 

wrong and withholding correction is an unloving act. It harms much more than it does good. Therefore, 

when God corrects us, disciplines us for our wrongs, He is showing us “a beautiful love”… though 

discipline hurts. If He did not love you, He wouldn’t care what harmful things you do or say. But He 

does love you, so He gives you His law and He rebukes sins. He warns you and corrects you because 

He loves you. Parents, you are carrying out a godly work when you discipline your children. 

 Vv. 13-15: “Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the gain 

from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, 

and nothing you desire can compare with her.” 

 Israel prospered during the reign of King Solomon. God gave him success because, at least at the 

beginning of his reign, he sought wisdom from the Lord and not from his own understanding. From this 

came peaceful and fruitful trade relations with Sheba, the city of Tyre, and even the Hittites of Asia 

Minor. Israel had an abundance for the body as peace led to prosperity. 

 God quickly points out what the reason for peace and prosperity is because of wisdom. She is more 

precious than jewels. Nothing compares with her. The reason: because true treasure is stored in heaven 

and not on earth. Wisdom and Godly understand grasps that fact. We live within the realm of God’s 

wisdom when we live for His kingdom to come. The kingdom to come has an abundance of treasure… 

so much more than this life could ever afford. So, true wisdom has us seek after what moth and rust 

cannot touch. Yet, when our hearts turn to greed and pride, this world’s treasures become more 

important. Have true wisdom, beloved in the Lord. Your most abundant treasure is in heaven. Let’s go 

on: 



 Vv. 16-18: “Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are ways 

of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who 

hold her fast are called blessed.” 

 Proverbs mentions the tree of life four times. We know about this tree from the Garden of Eden. It 

imparts life to those who partake. It was the tree that God told Adam and Eve they could eat freely from 

every day. To eat from the tree of life is to have eternal life. 

 To the writer of Proverbs, wisdom was like this tree for those who lay hold of her. Seek wisdom, says 

proverbs. As we hold on to wisdom we are called blessed. Wisdom blesses us. 

 Notice something about the language here. Often times when we think about a wise person, we think 

of that person as something that they are. They are wise. We associate experience with wisdom. We 

associate character with wisdom. We associate the right attitude, right decisions and the approach to a 

particular situation with wisdom. 

 But the Bible gives us a different vantage point concerning wisdom. It’s not so much what we “are” 

as it is what we have been given. “Wisdom is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her.” If we have 

wisdom, we have life. “Those who hold her fast are called blessed.” She gives blessings to those who 

have her. 

 Vv. 19-20: “The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; by 

his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew.” 

 Here is where we see how God created the world through the agency of wisdom. In the rest of 

Proverbs, wisdom is the agent that fills and provides… much like God fills and provides at the time of 

creation. He fills and provides for the people when the people are fruitful and multiply. He fills and 

provides for the building of the tabernacle in the desert and the temple in Jerusalem. God creates and He 

fills with Himself. We begin to see that wisdom is more than just a special knowledge but is actually 

something tangible… something FROM God… some OF God. 

 Admittedly, this sermon is a bit different than the ones you normally hear from this pulpit. But be 

assured there is a reason for that. We looked at each of these verses appointed in the Old Testament text 

for today. We see the importance of wisdom and we might even be asking ourselves, “Why is King 

Solomon, the writer of Proverbs, so hung up on it?” Here’s the reason. 

 Wisdom is none other than the Lord Himself. Wisdom is the one who gives life from the tree of life 

to you and me. Wisdom is the creator of all things. Blessings flow from wisdom. Wisdom became flesh 

and dwelt among us. It is the creator and the redeemer. 

 John’s Gospel says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The Word put on flesh… lived, 

breathed and died for humanity. See how personal our Lord gets for you. If you ever wonder how a high 

and mighty God could understand such human problems that we deal with today, don’t forget, our Lord 

knows us. He knows what makes for true wisdom. He knows our sorrow, our needs, our hurts our wants. 

He knows how to comfort the brokenhearted because He has been broken for us. God, our Wisdom 

personified is more than just experience and knowledge, He is life and salvation for those He loves. 

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.” Do you remember 

this passage from earlier in Proverbs chapter 3? Our understanding falters. But God never does. The 

Lord is our blessing. He is wisdom for us. He is not some concept or perceived idea about doing the 

right thing. God created what we see. God gave what we have. God came, to be born, to live, to die for 

you. That is wisdom, beloved in the Lord. That is yours.  Amen. 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen.  


