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 The time had come. King Solomon had finally finished building the Temple which would become 

the epicenter of religious life for the entire people of Israel. The time had come… to bring in the 

furnishings which were housed in the City of David. The priests brought them up.  They placed them in 

their appropriate places within the newly built Temple.  Now, the time had come… the real time… that 

the Lord would enter His Holy Temple. The Holy ark of the covenant which was housed in a tent of 

meeting… which had been moved place to place… through the dessert, then into the homes of men like 

Abinadab and Obed-edom (for various reasons) and now was finally going to find its permanent home 

within the Most Holy Place.  And when God moves… when He travels… one does not just sit by roadside 

idle… one does not glance at Him and then quickly look away occupied with other things. No, this is a 

royal parade.  This is something even more special than the president’s motorcade passing by while 

onlookers line the streets.  This is grander than a king’s procession from one place to the next.  This is 

more fabulous that the Pope-Mobile making its rounds through the city while Francis blesses the people. 

 The Lord was going to His dwelling place and the people did not sit idle. But, instead of cheering 

and singing they expressed their love, honor and devotion through sacrifice.  It says in 1 Kings 8 that 

there were so many sacrifices of sheep and oxen that its number could not be counted. That’s what they 

knew to do. The sacrifice was covenant sacrifice. A “I belong to you and you belong to me” expression. 

Abraham made sacrifices in honor of his covenant that the Lord would make his offspring into a great 

nation.  So did Isaac, and Jacob… and all the forefathers of God’s chosen people. It’s what they did… 

if they were truly Children of God.  That’s what the people were doing out of love, honor and devotion… 

a reminder of an eternal covenant between God and man. 

 But now, we have these words from the Old Testament reading in Micah chapter 6.  It says, “With 

what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with 

burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 

thousands of rivers of oil?” These questions are rhetorical, yet valid. Are those things… the things that 

we do in order to express devotion and call to mind how God has made us His very own people… do 

they make us “loved by God?”  So, the more I do, the more sacrifices I make, the more God will love 

me? If I make more sacrifices, then God will favor me more, promise me more, give me more? That’s 

the impetus behind Micah’s questions. Unfortunately, the very people to which these words were written, 

believed exactly that. 

 You see, here lies the problem for God’s people in the time of Micah… just as it did in the time 

of Solomon.  The people thought that God loved them because of the sacrifices they made.  They thought 

that they could earn God’s love by worshiping God with sacrifices.  But that’s all they were doing. They 

would do them… and go on with their lives living apart from God. In other words, the rest of the time 

they were ignoring God’s Word… they were ignoring God, living like pagans, living as if God did not 

matter to them. Worship, to them, was something the church used to call opus operatum. Literally this 

means “the work wrought”. What this means is that the spiritual effect is the “performance” of a religious 

rite and not in the faith of the individual. 

 It’s understandable how people are like this because we are like this. We take care of business, 

we perform actions, in order to garner a particular result. And the result is usually something that we can 

check off our list and that makes us happy… feel accomplished. The only way to clean the house is to 

get in there, roll up our sleeves, and perform the work. Otherwise, it’s going to sit there all dirty.  Your 

work has an effect. Your dirty house becomes clean. You do it, it gets done. This is how life operates. 



The problem is, we often think this is the way all of life operates… including our life in faith before 

Christ. 

 It’s time to change our attitude.  It’s time to change our motivations. It’s time to change our 

understandings. When I was a kid I always wondered why I had to do something. “Do I have to pick up 

my room? Do I have to go to school today? Do I have to go to church?” It was always about the “have 

to.” A child, and yes we as adults, too, think of what we do or don’t do in terms of “have to.” 

 For life’s errands, for life’s obligations, we may always think in these terms. But for our life here 

in this place, this should not be our attitude. “Have to,” should not be our motivation. This is not a “have 

to” sort of place.  This is a “get to” place. 

 I know, you are saying to yourself, what about the 3rd Commandment, “Remember the Sabbath 

Day by keeping it Holy.” Yes, this is true. But even this commandment has at its core a “get to” purpose. 

God knows what’s for our own good.  God knows that we need to be here. God knows that this is the 

place where we are sustained, built up by our fellow Christians, given the very means of grace.  God 

knows where we need to be so He puts us where His love and grace are given. 

 Beloved, we need to change our attitude. We need to change our understanding about coming to 

church. Think not of it as a “have to” but a “get to.” This place is not a place where we come and get 

points from God because we made it to church another week… or, in this COVID age, tuned into our 

computer yet again. This place is a place of opportunity for us. We are fed and nurtured in this place by 

God’s Holy Word and sustaining Sacraments. We “get to” be here on the Lord’s Day because we are 

free to express our faith freely in this country, thanks be to God. We “get to” bring our children here so 

that they too can be a part of the community of faith of gathered guests. This “get to” place then sustains 

and builds Christian’s lives that “get to” do what Christians do. And when this COVID thing is behind 

us… for those of us who are understandably being careful for the sake self, our families, and others… 

we do need to return here.  The “get to” here because families need to be together.  God’s family is a 

“get to be WITH” my brothers and sisters in Christ family. Togetherness as the body of Christ being fed 

by Jesus is a beautiful and needful “get to.” 

 Christians “get to” be of service to one another. We “get to” show the love of Christ. This is a 

honored blessing that Christ works through you… His beloved child… to help and sustain others. All of 

this “get to” stuff is a result of a beautiful gift that sustains all of us – that gives us life. 

 Think about it this way… on your birthday or at Christmas you may receive a gift from a loved 

one. This gift is given… no strings attached.  It’s something you don’t have but you need. And the last 

thing you will do with a gift you need, and don’t have is throw it in the closet and never use it.  No, you 

get to use it… for you… for others.  You “get to” enjoy this free gift. You want to enjoy it.  If you don’t 

want it… that’s when you throw it in the closet.  But the good and valuable gifts you get to use and 

enjoy. 

 The Israelites near the Temple made sacrifices as the ark came into their presence… maybe 

because they thought they “had to.” Micah speaks to a people who thought that they “had to” make 

sacrifices… and that outward sign is what made God happy.  But God only delighted in the outward sign 

when the sign was accompanied by true faith. And when true faith is present, then the outward sign is a 

“get to” sign and not a “have to” sign. 

 Jesus gives us all we need… a faithful heart, His unending love that never fails us. And this… 

this here… the gathering of God’s people, wherever we are, is a blessed, wonderful, “get to receive even 

more of His blessed gifts” type of opportunity.  That’s what today is… for the faithful… each Lord’s 

Day.  This is “value” for us and our children.  You get to.  You are blessed.  Amen. 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


