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 Imagine if you were the person in this narrative… God, in direct revelation, calls you to be 

His chosen patriarch of His own people. He promises this by saying words like, “I will make you a 

great nation and I will bless you and make you name great, so that you will be a blessing.” Then, 

when you and your wife head to a foreign land, God continues His protection for you and your wife, 

even when you are caught lying to the king. Then, after God had given you a great victory, has led 

you to rescue your nephew from the hands of your enemy, sends Melchizedek, King of Salem who 

was also a priest of God most high to give you an extra special blessing. 

 Now if you could imagine that this is you, with all the proofs in the world that God is for you 

and not against you, would not trust in Him for everything from there on out?  Would not put every 

bit of your confidence in God and know that He will make good on His promises and never let His 

extra special called servant… that’s you… see injury or defeat?  You may be thinking, “Oh yes!  If 

God were giving me those blessings, my faith would be an unmovable rock and a firm foundation.  

Nothing could move me.  I would trust in everything He says… no matter what.”  Ya right. 

 If we are honest… if we are truly honest… we would still be like Abraham (or Abram, as he 

is called in the text). We are the kind of Christians today who, even after all the promises and all the 

evidence will need God to appear to us and say, “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 

shall be very great.”  Now, if we just could hear those words… hear God put our names in the place 

of Abrams.  Then we would be comforted.  Then we could be confident.  Then our hearts wouldn’t 

tremble so much, our mind wouldn’t wonder about all the “what ifs” that cause us anxiety.  Then, we 

would have the courage to face the fears of this world head on, tell the devil “what for” when he 

attacks us and have the power to overcome our own sins.  There is nothing to stand in our way of 

happiness if we could have that kind of assurance for my very self.  Ya right. 

 Again, if we are truly honest with ourselves, we would still be like Abraham. “O Lord, God 

what will you give me for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus… 

Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” In the midst 

of every promise, every assurance given to “father Abraham,” there is still doubt.  Even after God 

says, “fear not, I’m your shield,” Abram is still afraid. 

 Fear is in our DNA.  Fear grips us because we are often consumed with the “unknown”.  

Instead of expecting the best, we expect to the worst.  Why?  Because that’s what seems to always 

happen to us.  That’s what life seems to hand us day in and day out… the worst.  “If something bad 

could happen to me, then it will happen to me,” we think.  It’s probably the reason why we are a 

people who need reassurance constantly.  We are a people who needs to be reminded by those we 

love, that they still love us… even though nothing has changed.  So, guys, when your wife says, why 

don’t you ever tell me you love me anymore?” The wrong answer is, “You already know that I love 

you. I told you that last year.” 

 Do you need to hear, “I love you” more than just once a year?  Yes.  Abram needed the 

assurance of God’s love and favor because he was not sure how God was going to do what He 

promised to do… make Abram into a magnificent nation. “How will you do this, Lord?  Are you sure 

about this promise you made me?  Let me hear it from your lips again?  I need reassurance.  I need to 

know how you are going to do all this because it’s beyond me.” 



 What makes us think that maybe, for some reason, someone has fallen out of love with us?  Is 

it something they said, or didn’t say?  Is that why we need God’s reassurance too?  Is it because we 

come before Him as dirty rotten sinners and wonder if He could still love us, even when we said we 

would never again break our promises to Him but we did it anyway.  Are we scared, or need 

reassurance because once again we have disappointed our God who expects more from us.  Do we 

need God’s reassurance because we haven’t loved our husband or wife the way we should, haven’t 

loved our neighbor as ourselves, continue to fall into the same sins time and time again while all the 

while finding ourselves going back to God for His undeserved mercy? 

 You need to hear it from your Lord.  You need to hear that Jesus loves you no matter what.  

You need to hear, again and again, that your sins are forgiven. There is a repeating narrative that 

occurs in our mind… which is the result of the sinful heart.  When we feel as if God withdraws His 

hand of care and providence from us, we create a false narrative. These battering-rams (as Luther 

calls them) pound at us and cause great despair. So God speaks three great truths that help guard 

against the lies of our sinful hearts and those of the devil. He tells us, just as He spoke to Abram, “fear 

not; I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

 Abraham would say, “God how are you going to make me a great nation when I’m old, my 

wife is old, and I have no heir but a servant born and raised in my house.” Fear, for Abraham, came 

in the form of wondering how in the world is God going to make what I think is impossible, possible. 

 Not too far removed from what causes Abraham fear, we are apt to say, “God, how are going 

to get me out of this mess I’ve made. God, I can’t bear these feelings of being lost and lonely any 

longer.  God, I can’t cope with the physical pain I am in a moment longer. How will you deliver me?  

I don’t see it.  I don’t understand it? It causes me great fear and trepidation.” You see, beloved in the 

Lord, fear is caused by the great unknown… wondering how we are going to get through when we 

feel stuck or in trouble. 

 “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you.” Isaiah utters these words to God’s people who stand in fear in the face of their enemies 

that have come to destroy everything they own and threaten to take their life.  They knew their 

enemies, and so do we.  We know what causes the uncertainty.  It’s our sinful human nature and the 

devil who prowls around like a roaring lion waiting to devour us.  But he can’t.  He thinks he can, but 

he can’t.  Unfortunately, what causes us great fear is that we think he can too.  But beloved in the 

Lord, he can’t and he won’t.  You have God on your side. “Fear not, I am your shield, your reward 

shall be very great,” are not just words for an Old Testament patriarch, they are words for you.  They 

are for Christians who fight battles daily… not alone… but with God on your side. “Never will I leave 

you, never will I forsake you, declares the Lord.” 

 Beloved, we have nothing to fear… because all fear of death has been destroyed.  Our Savior 

Jesus made sure of it.  He took upon Himself death when He died on the cross for us.  So, when God 

says, “fear not, I am your shield,” to Abraham we can be confident that in Christ, those words are for 

us too.  Maybe not because we wonder if we will have an heir of a great nation.  But rather because 

in His death, Jesus dispels all fear, He triumphs over death. And He gives the promise of salvation to 

those He loves.  And He loves you, beloved in the Lord. This is the Good News of the Gospel for 

believers.  Thanks be to God.  Amen 

  

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus until life everlasting.  Amen. 


