
Sermon for the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord – Matthew 17:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     

What is it enough for our salvation? You’ve got Moses and Elijah—the great and heroic 
characters of the Old Testament.  God used Moses to rescue His people from slavery in Egypt 
and from the mighty hand of wicked Pharaoh.  Moses received God’s just decree in the Holy 
Ten Commandments.  And Elijah—the courageous prophet extraordinaire who defeated the 
multitude of the priests of Baal as he stood alone with God.  Elijah never saw death, but was 
taken directly in a whirlwind of fire up to God. These two great heroes of the Old Testament 
times—are they enough? 
 

Is it enough? You’ve got Peter, James, and John.  Peter, the great disciple of the Lord.  His 
confession still redounds throughout all Christendom today as the foundation of the Church: 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  He would face crucifixion rather than deny His 
Lord.  James, another formidable disciple, stood boldly in his risen Savior and was cut down by 
Herod’s sword.  James received a crown and kingdom that far exceeded Herod’s in his reuniting 
with his Lord.  And John.  He was entrusted with caring for Jesus’ mother and carrying on the 
true teaching of Christ to the next generations.  His gospel, letters, and revelation from God 
testify to the truth that he relentlessly proclaimed: God is love and without God there is no love 
at all.  Peter, James, and John--are they enough? 
 

What about a quiet place to get away? A high mountain where there is peace.  A place to 
get away from the commotion of the world, to withdraw from the all many cares of this life and 
find God in silent stillness. Is that enough? 
 

What is this Transfiguration of our Lord? It was the light of Christ’s divinity being shown 
to us before its proper time.  The brightness of His glory, the glory that was to be revealed after 
the resurrection victory is in full view for Peter, James, John, Moses, and Elijah.  This was a glory 
not for Christ Himself alone, but to be shared with all people.   

 
That which we know now by the clear testimony of the Scriptures was being revealed 

live and in-person to the five gathered on the mountain.  Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man.  
The Old Testament knew His divinity.  The New Testament knew His humanity.  His divinity 
and humanity—these two are joined in an inseparable yet distinct union.  Clark Kent would 
bumble around the newsroom with his nerdy glasses, but we all know the truth.  James Bond 
would say that a license to kill is also a license not to kill.  But our Lord is the prime example 
above all in regard to hidden identity and restraint.  His transfiguration proves it.  And He said 
it best as He’s facing arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Do you think that I cannot appeal to 
my Father, and He will at once send me twelve legions of angels? But how then should the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that it must be so? … Have you come out as against a robber, with swords 
and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me.  
But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”  The glory is 
always there in Jesus.  But His power, and might, and glory do not bring Him the victory; not at 
least the victory we need.  It was coming down from the transfiguration mountain to ascend 



another mountain on Golgotha.  And then the empty tomb.  That is the victory we need.  The 
transfiguration is but a glimpse of the Resurrection’s glory.       
 

Let’s be clear.  Moses also had a kind of glory.  Moses face shone brightly as he descended 
from the mountain after meeting with God.  It was a frightening thing to Aaron and the people.  
The Law can be that way, unbearably bright and frightening.  We’re weak in the midst of God’s 
glory.  We can’t endure it.  The apostles had all but fooled themselves, thinking that they were 
in midst of heaven.  “It’s good to be here!” Until you realize who THAT is, and who YOU are, 
and what YOU’VE done, and what He SHOULD do to you.  That makes this place a bit 
uncomfortable.  To say they were overcome by the fear of God would be right on target.  They 
sensed their own wretchedness and were practically paralyzed by fear, and so are we if we are 
alone with God and His Law.  Yet with Christ’s resurrection, forgiveness, and grace, the same 
God and His Law become clear, bright, and even enjoyable.   
 

That was the conversation between our Lord, Moses, and Elijah.  The Law and the 
Prophets speak with Jesus.  The Law and the Prophets still speak of Jesus.  The Law and the 
Prophets would be fulfilled.  The Gospel writers give us our Lord’s take on the whole thing, and 
He continues to draw us in to keep the conversation going.  In the Scriptures, we are constantly 
invited to converse with Moses, Elijah, and our Lord.  Because Christ lives, each conversation is 
always new.  “Listen to Him,” the Father’s voice boomed from the cloud, and when we do, 
history and hope come together to salvation for us.   

 
The departure that Jesus would fulfill in Jerusalem was the literal New Testament Exodus 

for all people.  His Cross is an Exodus, a departure from this life, a passage through the Red Sea 
of the Passion and a transition into glory, howbeit a glory the forever bears the marks of His 
wounds.  Christ would accomplish by His suffering and death at Jerusalem the deliverance of 
all mankind. 

 
This was the comfort that Jesus spoke to them even before His time.  “Rise and have no 

fear.”  It’s our comfort as well.  And it’s the comfort we need.  For when we die, we must leave 
everything and take hold of Who we already have: our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the end, when 
death comes for us, and God’s judgment is in sight, the devil and our hearts will try to accuse 
us.  Hell will spread wide its jaws to swallow us.  So we’ll look around here and there, searching 
for some kind of help.  The best of the good things we have done in this life will not be enough.   

 
“And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.”  Was He enough? 

Yes and always.  Jesus, transfigured and then down from the mountain.  Jesus, betrayed and 
arrested.  Jesus, denied and delivered over to Gentiles.  Jesus, mocked and crucified.  Jesus, dead 
and buried.  Jesus resurrected and coming again to judge the living and the dead.  Jesus, He is 
enough. Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


