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 Today is a “thankful” kind of day and that seems appropriate.  Workmen are thankful. 

Husbands and wives are thankful. Children are thankful.  All of it is right and good because we 

have a God who provides abundantly for us. As Luther says in the explanation to the first article 

of the Apostle’s Creed, God “richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body 

and life.”  We should never belittle the many things God does for us every day that we are living 

in this world. 

 But perhaps to put things in their proper perspective, we should keep in mind what God 

has done to bring us into this world… and provide what we have in this world.  And, we remember 

what He will do for us after we leave this world.  Let’s consider what he has already done for us. 

 The greatest event in history took place long before this congregation was ever born… or 

any of us, for that matter.  No we aren’t talking about the signing of the Magna Charta, or the death 

of Julius Caesar. The greatest moment in history was the act of redemption carried out by Christ 

on the cross. That love, and that sacrifice which He gave for us is absolutely priceless. 

 God was not obligated to provide a way of redemption for all of us. No one could force 

God to love us so much as to send His only begotten Son.  But He did. And just think of it… He 

knew all along that we would be here today, amid a horrible year, a pandemic, crazy conditions in 

this world which has expressed itself in all sorts of “dis-unified” ways, giving thanks for His 

undeserved gifts. He took pity on us. And of course we remember how a few shepherds were the 

first to receive the good news, when an angel appeared to them and said, “Fear not for behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy.” 

 Thus the redemption of the world had begun. 33 years of life for Jesus before this would 

be completed. His life shows us how our life is lived.  He thirsted as we thirst. He hungered as we 

hunger. He was tempted by Satan in every way that we are tempted. But He never once fell to sin 

as we so often do.  When He was cursed He did not curse back. When others made Him suffer, He 

did not threaten them. Even when He was dying on the cross He asked forgiveness for His enemies. 

 Of course the death of Jesus wasn’t the end of the story but just the glorious beginning for 

all of us. The women who went to that empty tomb had an understandable yet needless worry. 

“Who will roll away the stone,” they asked themselves? They soon found out that there was no 

need… the stone was already rolled away.  Jesus Christ has risen. 

 33 years since the angels gave that first message to the shepherds. Redemption was now 

no longer only a plan in the mind of God. It was an accomplishment… a historical fact… the 

greatest accomplishment and historical fact in the history of the world. That is special good news. 

But there is even far greater news than that. God didn’t stop doing things for us after the redemption 

was gained.  What good is freedom if no one tells the one held in slavery about it? God also 

preserved a means whereby men, women and children like you and me, who live two thousand 

years after Christ’s earthly ministry, might still know of Christ and His work. 



 And yes, these blessings for which we are thankful today do still endure. Of course, our 

Lord and God keeps us in the one true faith.  He does this through the work of the Holy Spirit 

among us. The Word reveals a love that comes from God that knows no bounds. But even amid 

this sin-laden world, thankful blessings still abound. 

 Yes, I know it’s harder to be thankful when life is harder to handle. And this year, for many 

of us, is far and away the hardest. It may be the hardest because we have not been able to enjoy 

God’s blessings like we often do.  The gathering of family and friends has been limited by the 

local government. Contact with our Church… even the precious means of grace has been sparse 

or even downright nonexistent for some. Tough times cloud our vision that use to see God’s 

blessings so clearly. Much of that is a result of the fact that we aren’t able to actually “see” God’s 

blessings.  It’s not there… before us.  It’s somewhere else, self-quarantining. We are “embodied” 

people who enjoy the company… thrive in the company… of others. And what we have 

experienced is a “disembodiment” of our families, of our work, of our church, and so on. We are 

fractured in ways we were never meant to be fractured.  And that is very hard.   

 It’s easy to become complacent.  It’s easy to become discouraged.  There is so much out 

there fighting against our joy and happiness. Errors bound in the world – errors that we must 

challenge and counter with the Gospel.  The hope for our despairing lives and this despairing world 

is found in Christ; only the church has the answer.  Healing begins right here amid the precious 

gifts offered here today… the very body and blood of Jesus our Lord. God prepares this gift of 

unity for us. 

 God did not stop with preparing great blessings for us before we came into the world. He 

continues to do so… for us. Our life with Him in heaven will be like nothing we’ve ever known 

before. On that day, when our Lord comes again, God will triumph for us. No more will there be 

temptation. No more will there be pandemics or loneliness. 

 I know we are all thankful for what God does for us every day of our lives, because He has 

surely supplied us with many temporal blessings; food, drink, house, clothing, money, 

government, good weather, peace, health, friends, and family, and I am sure we could add to the 

list and make it longer and longer. 

 It is certainly good and right that we remember all these are God’s gifts, and it is good to 

thank him for them. Yet we must never let these temporal blessings, however great they may be, 

predominate over the spiritual blessings which God has given us through Jesus Christ that we 

receive eternal life. And there can be no greater gift than eternity in heaven. 

 That is why on this Thanksgiving Day, it is important that we not only remember our 

blessings, but that we also keep them in proper perspective by putting Christ first.  Because Christ 

is the one who has won our salvation for us even before we came into the world. And Christ is the 

one who has heaven waiting for us when we leave this world. 

 “Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good and His mercy endures forever.” Amen 

 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


