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 The beginning of the Gospel text appointed for the 2nd Sunday in Advent, St. Luke the 

Evangelists speaks of the coming of Jesus, i.e., the end of the world. Luke 21:26 says that at the end 

of all things, the world will see, “people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on 

the world.” Why will people be afraid and fainting with fear? More accurately, why ARE people 

afraid (today) and fainting with fear (today)? Is there no hope for the future? 

Another school board meeting makes headlines as a parent physically threatens a board 

member and nearly causes a riot. Another well publicized shooting takes center stage as sides can’t 

agree on whether or not it was self-defense or murder. Tensions escalate over vaccinations, virus 

variants, and every other kind of health crisis that none of us has ever seen before. As the news grows 

dimmer and dimmer we begin to wonder what kind of future we might have. We wonder if there will 

ever be reason for hope.  

 When hope disappears, there is very little reason in our minds for us to be concerned about 

“living for tomorrow.” When hope is shattered for whatever reason, there is little room left for faith. 

When we think that tomorrow will be just as bad, or even worse than today, when tomorrow will 

leave the world in a worse state than it was the day before, when tomorrow seems to be bleak, the 

children of God will even turn away in disappointment, depression and sorrow. 

 But the coming of Jesus Christ has something to say about “living for today”. Thank God His 

coming has something very important to say about “living for tomorrow.” For Christ came not only 

to fulfill the promises of the past and to redeem our life for the present, He came also to bring us hope 

to live for tomorrow. Advent, as well as the readings assigned by the church-ancient, especially the 

Epistle text for today speak of God’s hope in times past, in times present, and in times future. 

 For example, St. Paul in Romans 15 would mention the hope of the Children of God found in 

the Old Testament, in times past. Remember, the central theme of the Old Testament is the unfolding 

of God’s plan of salvation. As this plan is fulfilled, there is new and vibrant hope. Paul mentions this 

to the Gentile believers from 2 Samuel 22, “I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns 

to your name.”  Then again from Deuteronomy 32, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his peoples.”  Then 

again it says from Psalm 117, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles and sing praises to him all you 

peoples.” In times past there is hope in the mercy God shows to His people – all His people.  “The 

Root of Jesse will spring up one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him” 

(Isaiah 11 – our banner on the wall). This is hope for a people who had no hope – who some called 

hopeless – who believed such things even about themselves. 

 Sound familiar? I know the Bible passages probably do, but I’m talking about the hopelessness 

one feels today. We include ourselves in hopelessness and we don’t even need anyone to tell us 

different. In times past, the Lord was always good about talking about hope – such as we have in the 

Epistle for today from St. Paul. But what about times present? Some might say that life today is not 

worth living. In this present age living for today has no upside. Our lives are filled with despair. For 

some they feel as if they are only existing and not living a life that could be interpreted as “living.” 

How many times have we looked at our meager existence and felt as if we are insignificant – we serve 

no real purpose for anyone. Hopelessness reigns because I’m not productive or useful to anyone. To 

be quite frank, I have had this conversation many times with God’s people here and other places. I 



understand why. They don’t feel as if they are good for anything anymore because they can’t do what 

they use to do – or do much of anything at all. 

 Beloved in the Lord, I have to be honest with you. Our feelings of uselessness and 

hopelessness come from our own sinfulness. Now, all of us have felt this way from time to time – 

and some more than others. But just because we all have felt this way, doesn’t mean that it is right. 

“Pastor, I just feel like I have no use. I can’t do anything. I’m not good for anything.” How many 

times have you said this? Who said you are not useful? If you have told this to yourself, you are 

wrong. If someone else has told you this, they are wrong. What use is a little tiny baby? All they do 

is eat, sleep and poop. Would you call a tiny newborn useless or hopeless? What good was elderly 

Anna the daughter of Phanuel? She was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple. 

What good is she? What hope does she have? 

 We are told what use God had for her – and it’s the same use He has for all of us. It says in 

Luke chapter two that she, “…worshiped night and day and she prayed.” Anna could pray… and yet 

this is where we get all hung up. We say, “That’s not much. I’m not really doing anything if that’s all 

I’m doing.” Why would you say such a thing? Is praying like doing nothing? Who taught you that 

praying is not useful? Whoever gave you the impression that there is no “present day” hope because 

you are not physically capable like the next person? Beloved, don’t try to be God and tell Him what 

is useful or hopeful. God knows and He knows you. He knows what He lays before you. 

 In this present day life we live before God lamenting of what we cannot do – because we are 

not talented like the next person – or what we cannot do because we are no longer able like we use to 

be… in the present day life where usefulness means something different to the world than it does to 

God and that hope means having a happier life today… we look instead to the future. We have been 

given hope from the past – for the present and for sure for the future. Future hope is Biblical hope 

and this is what it is. 

   Hope in its fullest sense can only be comprehended and explained in the light of what seems 

to be anything but hope. It’s only comprehended in suffering, and death and resurrection of Jesus.  

The New Testament concept of our future hope has very little to do with what the world regards as 

hopeful – a world come of age, a utopia, or a heaven on earth. Hope for the future is the return of 

Christ at the end of the age. 

 Our Lord has us living today with hope and realizing this hope even in the midst of our 

sufferings. Our Lord has us living for tomorrow because the hope promised is ours for eternal life.  

Our hope finds its roots in the record of what God has done in the past. For today, the present, we see 

hope in a meal to be savored in a feast that never ends… in the words of forgiveness and life that are 

ours always. We look ahead to the future hope confident that the fulfillment of life is in God’s hands. 

And for that reason joy and peace permeates life today. 

 So we live filled with hope, a hope that is given substance by what God has done for us in 

Christ, by what He is doing for us now in Christ, and by what He still holds in store for those who are 

faithful to His unchanging love.  In Christ, hope never disappears. Hope transcends our understanding 

and even our feelings of hopelessness. Hope is from the Lord. Hopelessness is not. We can’t count 

on what is not from the Lord.  We can be sure that such things are lies. Hope in Christ by grace 

through faith is always ours – today and everyday afterwards.  Amen. 

 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

 


