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Perhaps you’ve entered the doors of the sanctuary so many times you haven’t paid much attention 

in a good long while. The words from Psalm 46 are supposed to be the first thing you see when you 

enter into this holy sanctuary: “Be still and know that I am God.” 

Pastor Krueger once told me that the architect for this new sanctuary (not new any longer. It was 

built in the late 1970s) asked Pastor what he wanted to the architect wanted him to keep in mind as 

he designed this space. Pastor Krueger uttered two words and two words only, “No distractions.” 

Nothing was to come between those who gather to hear God’s Word and what God has to deliver to 

them. 

So, what you get is a room with no windows (much like the Old Testament tabernacle and temple). 

Nothing distracts you from what is put front in center for you. Our eyes are drawn to the altar in the 

center with the cross hanging from above. The other two pieces are this pulpit from where you hear 

God’s Word and the font from where God places His name on His very own. Nothing shall detract 

from Jesus!  

And why is that? Well, we focus on that this evening. Especially with the Holy Supper, front and 

center for our eyes to see this evening. We focus on what happened to Jesus. Jesus was betrayed. Let 

that soak in. Jesus was betrayed. The Words of Institution for the Holy Supper begin, “On the night 

when He was betrayed.” We hear these words so often that we don’t really hear them. 

This evening we meet another Witness to Christ. His name is Judas—Judas Iscariot. And we meet 

him in the Upper Room the night Jesus was betrayed. Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of 

you will betray Me” (John 13:21). And that “one” is Judas. 

Betrayed by Judas, one of His twelve disciples. Betrayed by Judas for thirty pieces of silver. 

Betrayed by Judas with a kiss—image that, a kiss! Betrayed by Judas in a garden east of Jerusalem 

called Gethsemane. Betrayed! This place has all eyes on Jesus. And Jesus was betrayed for us. 

According to Matthew 26:25, Judas was seated close to Jesus—close enough for the two of 

them to carry on a private conversation. It may be that the Savior singles out Judas as an important 

guest. Then Jesus gives Judas a morsel of bread, even while still holding on to his plan to betray Jesus. 

“Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him” (John 13:27). The term Satan is only 

used to tell this story in John’s Gospel. This accents the absolute seriousness of the situation. John 

6:70 calls Judas a devil, while Mark 5:13 and Luke 8:30 employ the same vocabulary to describe evil 

spirits entering the Gerasene demoniac. 

John writes, “After receiving the morsel of bread, he [Judas] immediately went out. And it 

was night” (John 13:30). It is dark. The whole scene is dark. Jesus warned that night is coming (John 

9:4). Night and darkness now come with a vengeance. 

Why did Jesus allow all of this to happen? It was for you. “For you” are powerful Gospel words! 

For. God is not against you or in opposition to you. God is not your enemy. God is for you. Not just 

for her and him, for those and them. God’s love is intensely personal. It is for you! This is why when 

we take the Lord’s Supper we say, “Take eat, this is the BODY of the Lord, given FOR YOU. Take, 

drink, this is the BLOOD of Jesus, given FOR YOU!” 

Martin Luther writes, “This is something more than the sermon; for although the same thing is 

present in the sermon as in the sacrament, here there is the advantage that it is directed at definite 

individuals.” That’s because Jesus never gives up on you. You may give up on you, but Jesus will 



never give up on you. When soldiers spit in His face, Jesus didn’t give up. When a whip ripped open 

His back, Jesus didn’t give up. When nails crushed His nerves, Jesus didn’t give up. Come what may, 

even when we betray and deny Him, Jesus doesn’t give up. Jesus will never give up on you. 

Did you know we have replaced the chalice, the flagon which hold the blood of Jesus, the patens, 

which hold the body of Jesus, multiple times since I arrived here in 1999? You know we have replaced 

the roof, the floor, repaved the parking lot, and completed tuck-pointing on all the brick outside just 

in the last few years? The church building and even the vessels we use from Church during Holy 

Communion fall apart. 

The Lord’s Supper is for people whose lives, like everything around us, that is always falling 

apart. In this life, we never get it right! Thank God we have the Gospel words “for you”! 

In the Lord’s Supper, God acts for you—right now. God delivers Christ’s true body and true blood 

here and now. Holy Communion is the opposite of remembering a dead man. Holy Communion is a 

meal with a man who lives! 

How so? Is in “Take, eat; this is My body” and “Take, drink; this is My blood” means “is.” Is 

doesn’t mean “signifies,” “represents,” or “symbolizes.” Is means is. When Jesus says He is really 

present, we take Him at His word. Jesus does not lie to us. “This is for you!” 

When I played high school basketball we faced a conference rival from a town with a lot of 

military families. There was always a good amount of turnover this town and so we weren’t so 

familiar with all their players. One of the players was an unassuming, skinny kid that looked a lot like 

me, only skinner and shorter. He had long golden hair and he did not look like a basketball player. In 

fact, he didn’t look like much of anything. 

The first play of the game he stole the ball from our guard, took the ball to the other end of the 

court, jumped with two feet and slam dunked the basketball with two hands behind his back. Come 

to find out, he was an all-state high jumper. A couple of years later, he even made the Olympic team. 

By looking at him, I had no idea. 

Here’s my point. What may look ordinary can be completely extraordinary. The Lord’s Supper is 

like that. When Christ’s words—“Take, eat; this is My body; and take, drink; this is My blood”—are 

spoken over bread and wine, it’s not what we expect. It’s so much more! The bread participates with 

Christ’s body! The wine participates with Christ’s blood! What may look ordinary is completely 

extraordinary. 

But there’s more! There’s always more in the Gospel. The Lord’s Supper is a foretaste of the feast 

to come. Jesus is coming to restore all things. At the heavenly banquet, we will no longer have to look 

at our sin. We will be perfect, wearing white robes washed in the blood of Jesus. At the heavenly 

banquet, we will no longer be sad because of broken hearts and broken lives. In heaven, we will be 

gathered together with angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven. At the heavenly banquet, 

we will no longer need Jesus to come to us in the Sacrament. We will see Jesus face-to-face, and He 

will fill us with unspeakable joy that will never end! 

People use a lot of words when they speak about Holy Communion. Words such as Sacrament 

and Eucharist. But some of the most important words about Communion are two short words, with 

three letters each—“for you.” 

For you—in the past, Christ died. For you—right now, Christ is present. For you—in the future, 

you will partake of the marriage feast of the Lamb that will have no end! Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 


