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 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.  “Lord,” he 

said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering.”  Jesus said to him, “I will go and 

heal him.”  The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.   

 This dialog between a centurion and Jesus is quite interesting. When I hear this text, I think 

more about the audience rather than the main characters. I think of those who were following Jesus 

and witnessed this dialog. I can only imagine their reaction, but I bet it was one of disbelief. They 

must have been standing there with their mouths hanging open and thinking, “What in the world is 

He saying. What is going on?” And the reason we can imagine the disbelief of those that followed 

Jesus and heard what He said is because Jesus was talking to a Roman centurion. He’s a powerful 

man. 

 What makes this dialog so interesting and unique is what we know of the centurion. We know 

he was a man with great authority. However, it was this man in great authority that humbled himself 

to be like his servant and yielded himself to Jesus. That, in and of itself, is interesting. Secondly, and 

maybe most interesting to those who followed Jesus, this centurion was a Gentile. That’s right, a man 

who was not a part of the covenant people – an outsider – a man who could care less about the God 

of the Jews. Or, at least that’s what they thought. Why would this Gentile leader come and humble 

himself before the Son of God and treat Jesus like He was his God? Because He was his God. And 

though the Jews didn’t know what the centurion believed, that is why Jesus comments on the great 

faith of this man in great authority. 

 Who is worthy to come unto Jesus? Well, if we look at this passage we may say, “All of us.”  

Even this Gentile was worthy to approach Jesus and ask Jesus to heal his servant. However, we may 

look at it different – from another angle. We may say, none of us (which is also correct). None of us 

are worthy. At least, not on our own – not by our merit or worthiness. By ourselves and by our own 

merit we are not worthy to approach God. 

 We, by our own merit, are unworthy of our Lord. We, in and of ourselves, have no warrant to 

approach God. We gave up that right when, in that garden, we tried to make ourselves see the things 

that God sees and take of that forbidden fruit. Now, we have inherited that sinful condition and by 

our actions we continue to facilitate sin. By the fact that we at times knowingly defy our Lord and his 

commands makes us unworthy of Him. By the fact that we at times act like children of the world and 

not God’s own children gives God every right, if He wanted, to never give you and me the opportunity 

to approach Him.  

 But He allows us to approach Him. Not by anything that we have done to earn such a right 

but by what He has done for us. The reason – He loves us so much that He has made us worthy. By 

ourselves we are not worthy to approach God like the centurion. But Christ makes us presentable 

before the Father in heaven. So, we can approach our Father. We are worthy because God Himself 

has made us worthy. He made us worthy by taking our place in sin and dying with all that sin on the 

cross. Now we too can approach God with anything. That’s right – anything –anything that hurts us, 

anything that angers us. Anything that concerns us, we can approach God. 

 Nothing from within a person can make us “worthy.” Nothing about our linage… coming 

from a certain people or from a powerful and influential family can make us “worthy.” But you know 



that already. So what was it that made him worthy? His faith in God has deemed him as one who is 

great – not by his birthright, not by status. He is deemed great through his faith.   

And so are we. In the eyes of God we are deemed worthy and great, that is, His very own by 

what we confess and hold close to our heart. Now, our world may think that by what we believe we 

are shown to be weak and narrow-minded. However, by this same faith the Lord has called us the 

strongest, the most glorified. And it is our God who matters not in our world’s opinion. 

 Not by birth, but by “rebirth” are we made God’s very own. We were “reborn” into a special 

grouping –when we were baptized at the font of Holy Baptism. That is what gives us our special 

birthright. That is ours always. And just like the Gentile centurion, there is more than just heritage 

that God uses to call His people His own. We are His by His grace and through His marvelous faith. 

 Imagine if there was a very important man of high status and repute amid a group of dignitaries 

desperate to get his attention. They pine for position so they can speak with him. They are desperate 

to gain an audience. But the important man of high status and respectable repute ignores them all… 

because a small child, a little girl, has entered and wants to show him what had just happened. She 

scraped her elbow and needed her daddy to kiss it. 

 Imagine this story to be a modern parable for us. It’s exactly what our Lord does. He turns 

away from those who think they might have the best relationship, the best reason to have an audience 

with Him, and turns to the little girl. He turns to us who want to share with Him what has scraped our 

life. His concern is right there for us. He listens to us no matter who we are or how much we have 

talked with Him in the past. He listens to us because He sees you and me as His very own – as a 

prized possession – no matter how unimportant to God we think we might be. We are His prized 

possessions and we, just like that Gentile centurion, have been found to be one of God’s very own. 

 We are one of God’s very own.  And does that mean we get special privileges? Yes it does. 

We have the privilege of being granted the greatest gift ever given. It doesn’t come in a box – rather 

it comes in the form of life everlasting. Just like this centurion who, through his faith, had the privilege 

to be called God’s own even though he was not a Jew. We too are God’s chosen privileged. 

We haven’t mentioned it much, but we often celebrate “Life Sunday” in the month of January. 

We call to mind how each of God’s children, all of us, no matter what stage of development we 

happen to be in, no matter our mental capacity and no matter how much we can understand what God 

has done for us – we are still His very own. The sanctity of life was demonstrated by Jesus when He 

healed the centurion’s servant. It continues to be demonstrated on each and every one of us as God 

cares for us in sickness and in health – in the first stages of development or at life’s last breath. Today 

we call to mind that all of God’s children – all of us are His very own creation and are very precious 

to Him. 

 Who is it that is worthy to come unto the Lord? Not me. At least not me by myself.  But me 

by what Christ has made me, I am worthy. I am worthy today to step up and talk with God. We can 

all do that. In the Old Testament reading for today we are told that a foreign king sent a large amount 

of gold and silver along with clothing so that his servant, Naaman, could be worthy to have an 

audience with the king of Israel. This is not the way it is with our King. Our King is the King we can 

approach any day asking for guidance, asking for strength to help someone who needs to know Him. 

That’s our God. Thank God our God is an approachable God who makes us worthy by and through 

His death.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 


