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 Back in Matthew 16, Jesus enters an infamous city called Caesarea Philippi. This city has an 

amazing history. In the oldest days it was called Balinas because it was the great center of the worship of 

Baal. Also, throughout time, this city was called Panias because up on the hillside there was a cavern which 

was said to have been the birthplace of the Greek god, Pan, who was the god of nature.  And, at the time of 

Jesus, still further on the hillside of this great city rose a gleaming temple of white marble which Philip had 

built to the godhead of Caesar, the Roman Emperor, the ruler of the world.  Remembrances of Baal worship 

were all around, that of Pan, and those of the Greek gods brood over the city. Statue after statue stood at 

every turn, a god for anyone’s pleasure.  And it was into this context that Jesus and His disciples entered 

this pagan city. 

 I imagine Jesus looking around with the disciples and their head was on a swivel… at all these false 

gods and then asking the question recorded in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “Who do people say the son of man 

is?”  And then asking… “Who do you say that I am?” False gods all around… and a question that would 

insight Peter’s great confession, “You are the Christ!”  He blessed Peter and said… “My Father in heaven 

revealed this to you!”  And, as Jesus was telling Peter and the others never to forget who the “rock” of the 

church is, He was also making sure to remind them, watch out for those who say they are the rock… but 

who aren’t. 

 “Be in the state of alert,” said Jesus.  “Be on one’s guard against,” said Jesus.  “Beware,” said Jesus 

– maybe not of carved statues or white marble temples.  Rather, beware, be on guard against, be in a state 

of alert, and watch out for the false prophets of our day that will cause our heads to turn on a swivel and 

look away… have us turn away from Jesus. 

 Jesus says that “false prophets” come in “sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ferocious wolves.  By 

their fruit you will recognize them.”  Usually when we talk about our “fruit” as Christians we talk about the 

product of our faith – our good works for our neighbors.  But since we are talking about a prophet here in 

Matthew chapter seven his fruits must be what he prophesies – not his outward deeds.  It’s his message, his 

teaching, and his words that we are talking about here.  And these words can kill if they are words that are 

leading the people away from the truth in Christ Jesus – that all are saved by His precious death on the cross 

and in no other place.  A false prophet’s fruit is his misleading teaching. 

 Watch out!  Beware!  Be on guard!  Be in the state of alert – for false prophets?  Is that it?  Is Jesus 

really telling us to look out for people who don’t tell the truth about God?  Is that what Jesus is getting all 

worked up about?  Translated into the context around us today – the world and all its threats and perils – 

this small detail seems almost insignificant.  We have alert systems for bad weather, emergency vehicles, 

and even certain sounds that come up on the television or radio that indicate something is wrong.  If you 

have a child in college, they educate you on how the students will be alerted if there is something terribly 

amiss happening on campus.  Watch out… be aware… we hear. 

 But again I ask – for false prophets?  Is that really what can hurt us?  We know that tornados, 

hurricanes, attacks on mankind and the like can hurt – even kill – but false prophets?  Can they really do 

any damage to me?  I know better.  You know better.  You are people of God fed by the very Word of life.  

There is no other truth than the truth that is proclaimed from this precious Word that He has given to us.  

You know better because you are a Christian and you know where your life stands and falls.  You know 

better – or do you? 

  The reason why I ask is because our world today feeds God’s people like you a line of absolute 

rubbish each and every day.  And this rubbish would take what Jesus says about “false prophets” and say, 



“Jesus’ words are of absolute no consequence.”  The reason: there are no false prophets.  How can the world 

we live in say such a thing?  Because the world does not know, care about, or even consider for a single 

moment that there is one truth – “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God the Father of all, who is over 

all and through all and in all.” (Eph. 4:5).  To say such a thing, to the world, is more dangerous than to 

confess the truth.  To say what Jesus said right before our text starting at verse fifteen says, “Small is the 

gate and narrow the road that leads to life…” is completely misunderstood or simply ignored by the world 

we live in. 

 Beloved in the Lord, beware, watch out, be on guard against that which leads you off the narrow 

path to righteousness.  The simple things in life can be our ultimate stumbling block.  We can get caught 

up in the things that continue to distract us from this place and His Holy Word.  The busyness of life gets 

in the way of the narrow path and can speak to us like a false prophet that puts priorities on other things.  

Priorities get out of whack in a hurry when even those around us demand participation in other things that 

may lead us away from opportunities to serve or, better yet, to be served by our God in this place. 

  Remember Jesus and the disciples, their head on a swivel in Caesarea Philippi?  Paul, did the same 

thing. He went to Athens and told the Areopagus about “A God they didn’t know”… since there was an 

inscription on an altar that said, “To an unknown God.”  The men of Athens were not too keen on Paul’s 

take on the resurrection of the dead.  They would much rather look other places than to the truth. 

 This is not unheard of considering the way we act today as well. We are turning each and every 

direction while gandering at the gods created by their own hearts and this world.  Following false gods… 

that’s a big problem.  And they come in so many shapes and sizes.  You know these gods.  You battle 

against them within yourself.  These gods… distractions… roadblocks to faithfulness… tantalizing 

temptations… beckon the hearts of the baptized. They put our head on a swivel and, at times, they distract 

us from the one thing needful… the only source of comfort in the midst of this world of death. 

 Rather beware – or should I say, be “aware” of where you receive the Lord’s life and strength.  Be 

aware and watch out – or should I say, “watch” for our Lord’s coming to us in the means that He has set 

aside for our goodness.  We are privileged to be in the midst of a community of believers who witness and 

testify of our faith to one another.  We testify of what Jesus has done for us in a bloody horrible yet “life-

giving” death that today saves us.  We testify as witnesses when we have the opportunity to go out there 

with a true confession of our faith that stands firm on what Jesus tells us is priority number one – that which 

to truly “watch out” for.   I want all of you to rest assured that you are the ones who are “doing the will of 

the Father” when you confess with a true faith, asking for the forgiveness earned by Christ for you, living 

in a life granted by God to live.  The will of the Father, beloved in the Lord, is the confession of faith that 

He is truly our God and that only by Him we have life.   May God grant us a willing spirit to submit to His 

faithful gift and live God’s life for us, rather than the world’s life which doesn’t include God – or includes 

everything (even that which is wrong) with whichever god one chooses. 

 Beware!  Be “aware” – this is the table, this is the place here, where God gives you strength to be 

about your days – days of suffering – days of joy – days of sadness – days of gladness.  The cross is where 

our Lord meets us today.  If there is ever a message, a word, a work, that leads us away from that place – 

watch out and beware.  Run away and run toward the cross of your Savior Jesus.  There is where you receive 

everything you will ever need.  Here is where you receive that life. 

 Perhaps you can put your head on a swivel to look at the beautiful creation around you… and 

appreciate that God made all things.  That you are fearfully and wonderfully made.  Keep your head on 

straight when it comes to your faith… your first love… your Lord and Savior.  He is our life and our light.   

Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 


