
Sermon for the Feast of All Saints – Matthew 5:1-12 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
    
  Our Lord teaches us His beatitudes today.  They are true blessings He gives us.  
“Blessed are the poor, the meek, and those who mourn,” and so on.  These are paradoxes.  
The standard of the world is turned upside down.  God’s values are very different from 
the values of this world.  It’s precisely the poor and those thought of as lost souls who are 
the truly fortunate ones, the blessed, who have every reason to rejoice in the midst of their 
sufferings.  So when we begin to see and to live from God’s perspective, when we are 
companions on our Lord’s way, we live the reality that is to come and which becomes 
ours already.  Christ brings joy in the midst of affliction.  His life becomes our life.      
 

Each Beatitude is a kind of proverb, a wisdom saying, that describes true 
blessedness in somewhat surprising terms. Each one is made up of two phrases: a 
description or condition, such as, “Blessed are the poor in spirit” and a reason for that 
condition, such as, “for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.”  The word “for” in the 
Beatitudes is the word “because.” Blessed are the poor in spirit because even though they 
seem poor to men in the stuff that men count as riches, they are not truly poor but are 
blessed and they are because they have the Kingdom of heaven which is the greatest 
riches.  They have no claim of righteousness for themselves.  Only the poor in spirit stand 
before God with empty hands; empty hands that can receive God’s bountiful goodness.   
 

Those who mourn are blessed, for they shall be comforted.  Mourning and grief 
are a form of love, a love that goes beyond the grave to the one we miss.  God comforts 
us in this act.  He even provides us a grief that brings salvation: Mary stood under that 
cross with her sister the wife of Clopas, Mary Magdalene, and John.  A small band of 
people remain true in a world full of cruelty, skepticism, and fearful conformity.  They 
can’t avert this disaster of their dying Son, Friend, and Lord.  At the foot of Jesus’ Cross 
we understand better than anywhere else what this means, “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 

 
Those who are pure in heart are blessed because they shall see God.  What is 

impossible for man by himself (such as purity of heart) becomes ours as we are in Christ.  
Our Lord’s qualities become ours by faith.  Only Christ sees God directly as the Son 
knows the Father, but He gives the revelation of God the Father to all whom He wills.  
Whoever knows Jesus knows the Father’s love.  Christ is Immanuel and God is truly with 
us.   

 
When you are persecuted then you also are blessed.  Rejoice in this.  Paradoxically, 

the persecution we undergo is diametrically opposed to what God will eventually do for 
us.  Our misery gives no hint of God’s favor on this side of eternity.  But the reward 
always comes.  We know this from the reality that exists already with the saints who now 



enjoy God’s peace.  Even so, here and now, we remain Christs, so long as we reflect His 
sufferings.          
 

The descriptions that Jesus uses in His beatitudes are from the Old Testament, but 
He elevates them to new levels.  More than a new set of commandments, which they sort 
of are, Jesus is presenting an expanded set of ideals that focus on love and humility rather 
than power or obedience that sons owe their fathers and citizens owe their king. The 
Beatitudes embody the highest ideals of Jesus and the New Testament in His Blood 
because they are rooted in the Incarnation, or His becoming man.   
 

Jesus Himself is the embodiment and fulfillment of the Beatitudes. He is humble. 
He has mourned for the sons and daughters of Adam who were stolen from Him and 
taken captive by Satan. He has made Himself meek, knows hunger and thirst, is merciful, 
pure in heart, makes peace, and is persecuted precisely for His righteousness. All this that 
we would join Him in His blessedness, that He might give us what is His: the kingdom 
of heaven, comfort, a restored earth, His righteousness, mercy, sight of the Father and 
knowledge of His heart, peace, and the title “sons of God.”  
 

The commandments are meant for citizens in the Kingdom of God. God says: “I 
am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, now keep these Laws 
as My people.” The Beatitudes are the protocols of privilege for the sons and daughters 
of the King who live in the palace.  Jesus says not “This is who I am and how I behave as 
a Man,” but He says “This is who WE are and how WE behave.”  
 

As shocking as it might be that the poor in spirit actually possess the Kingdom of 
heaven (the greatest riches of the universe) it is more shocking that sinners are declared 
righteous, that God reconciles Himself to us and loves us. But most shocking of all, is that 
God becomes a Man to obtain our salvation and identifies with us, elevates us. But all 
three of these realities are the essence of the Kingdom that is yours, His saints.  

 
As His saints on earth, our Lord calls us to be the salt of the earth.  Salt is in contrast 

to what it touches and so are we.  In a culture aimed at death, we uphold life.  In a society 
which allows and even promotes every imaginable aberration of marriage, we strive to 
keep marriage pure and unadulterated.  Saints are rarely recognized as heroes in their 
own times and this is the counter-cultural saltiness to which we too are called.  So turn 
the world upside down.  And no matter what we face, we follow in the wake of the past, 
present, and future counter-cultural salty Lord, the Fulfiller of each Beatitude, and our 
Savior.  To Him be glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


