
Sermon for Trinity 6 – Matthew 5:20-26 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

Sometimes I’d rather cover my ears and close my mouth.  Because people don’t want to hear 
it, we’d rather not say it.  But the truth sets free, as our Lord says: “If you abide in my Word, you are 
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  The law of God is 
good, and it is eternal.  “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate day and night.”  The Psalmist speaks the truth in all its 
fullness.  The law and the gospel are really not so far apart.  After all, what is the gospel but the law 
fulfilled on our behalf? 

But we can’t fulfill the law.  In fact, we break it.  And we know full well that to the one caught 
in sin, the law looks menacing, and threatening, and terrifying.  But the opposite of love is not wrath 
or hatred.  No, the opposite of love is indifference.  The opposite of love is apathy.  We wish it weren’t 
so.  Because it’s far easier to not care and overlook sin than to be angry against it.  And that’s the way 
we sometimes act and the god that we want.  But a component of true love is to hate sin.  God is love.  
True love is to love what is good, and to hate evil, most especially to hate the evil within ourselves.  
And loving good and hating evil is the way God is.  Think about it: A God without wrath is not more 
loving; He’s really only apathetic and deaf to the cries for justice.   

But God cares.  And out of His care and out of His mercy, He gives us His law.  “You shall 
have no other gods.”  The commandment accuses unbelievers, but it also accuses us when we devote 
ourselves to money, popularity, reputation, and the pleasures of the body, whether active on Friday 
and Saturday nights or asleep on a Sunday morning. 

Where will we find out happy place? Is it gathered around our golden calf? Is it to live under 
the illusions of the rich man with Lazarus slumped outside our gate? Or would we rather dwell in 
the house of the Lord, singing hymns to the One who loves us? 

Are we prone to curse? Perhaps, but such speech, given free reign pollutes the air.  And if we 
forget the Sabbath, we harm more than ourselves.  When we forget to worship God, we hurt our 
neighbor, too.  Your neighbor needs your confession that God is real and worth your time and worth 
your money.  True, going to church and setting aside time to worship can seem like a drag.  But 
afterward, like working out or going to the gym, you feel better.  Worship reminds us that we were 
created to live in God’s presence.   

What is the law? It accuses unbelievers, so also those of us who know better.  The law indeed 
shows our condemnation.  We are impure and unrighteous when examined before the law.  This is 
true.  But the law is also more.  For us Christians, it’s also what we want.  The law is a better place.  
Go to Walmart and see a kid mouthing off to his mom.  Look at a world where fathers are absent, 
leaving children and mothers in houses that are not true homes.  From this vantage point, the Fourth 
Commandment (“Honor your father and your mother”) looks better every day! 

“You shall not murder.”  Perhaps in rage, anger, vengeance, or pure selfishness, murder may 
seem the answer.  But such a world is ugly and horrifying.  When human life is devalued to a place 
below the whims of future opportunities and comfortable living, and men are judged according to 
the color of their skin, this is not a world I want to live in.  Furthermore, our Lord makes the point 
crystal clear on conflict unresolved: if you can’t be reconciled with your brother whom you have seen, 
what point is there to pretending reconciliation with God, whom you have not seen? So flee to a 
righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees.  Meditate upon the price that Christ paid.  
Stand at the foot of the cross.  Gaze at the wrathful murder that He unjustly suffered on our behalf.   



 

“You shall not commit adultery.”  No doubt, the fruit is tempting, but it hides a poison pill.  
Look what the sexual revolution has done to our people and to our children, who are confused and 
abandoned.  And, of course, the sixth commandment bleeds into the fifth; no amount of penicillin 
can make it better.   

“You shall not steal.”  We all want more.  And who will notice if we skim off the top? Desperate 
times call for desperate measures, after all.  But just because everybody’s doing it doesn’t mean that 
it’s good for everybody.  Somebody (and eventually everybody) loses and is robbed.  Many 
businesses and restaurants are forced to close because employees take a little here and a little there.  
And honestly, where do we want to live? In neighborhoods were every house is like a bank vault, 
and every door must be bolted and chained? Is it only nostalgia to long for former days, where cars 
and houses had no need for locks? 

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”  Sure, gossiping is fun.  It can feel 
good to speak poorly of others, and to think of ourselves as superior.  But then we know the pain of 
having others whisper about us.  And really, gossip leaves a residue, both on the one who speaks and 
on the one spoken against. 

“You shall not covet.”  Is there anything harder to take than the success of a friend? Misery 
loves company, and your joy turns me a shade of green.  But why? What a wretch of a man I am to 
feel this way! Wouldn’t it be better to live in a world where we are happy for the success of others? 

Yes, I want a better world.  A world as Luther describes when he speaks of the law, to “see 
how pure toward God life should be.”  A world fulfilled in the beatitudes of Christ’s life.  A world 
anointed with the fruit of the Spirit: charity, love, kindness, and patience.  That means that I must let 
the law accuse me, recognizing that I am part of the problem.  But it won’t always be this way.  
Because to live according to these commandments is to live a life of love eternal.  It is the life of Christ 
lived for me, in perfect obedience to the law, not simply as a past event, but as a life He gives to us 
even now.   

In this life, the law does not cease to accuse us.  But in Christ, we see it from a different view.  
The true Isaac, Abraham’s Son, has been sacrificed for us.  We have been redeemed out of the Egypt 
of our sin and death.  And in this death, He does not put an end to the law, but establishes it.   

Walk with the pagans, stand with them, and sit in the wisdom of this world and feel the 
heaviness of the air.  Or come to church filled with the sweet melody of hymns and prayer.  The world 
celebrates death.  Come instead to church teeming with new life in the faces of husbands and wives 
and children, of widows, and widowers, and single people.  See kindness and generosity in the Action 
Team and Weekday School and Sunday school classrooms starting soon.  Experience encouragement 
and joy and the mutual consolation of the brethren.  Sin remains.  In each one of us.  We know that.  
The devil still prowls among us like a roaring lion.  But we know that Christ makes all the difference, 
and we would be crazy not to notice. 

When we grumble, wishing we were back in Egypt, we slap ourselves and say, “What were 
we thinking?” The golden calf is just a hunk of metal, nothing compared to our living God.  Like new 
converts, we rejoice that we have been freed, that the old ways are soon to pass away, to be buried, 
and never again rise.  We see that the law does not bind us, at least not with the chains of a tyrant, 
but rather we are willingly bound and held close to the Lord and tied to one another in bonds of 
charity and love, which cannot be broken. Amen. 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.  BJF 


