
Sermon for Christmass II – Matthew 2:13-23 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
    

Today’s Gospel is the tale of two kingdoms and the tale of two kings.  Christ’s 
kingdom is a kingdom given to Him by God the Father.  Herod’s kingdom was achieved 
by murder, threats, and bribery.  Christ’s kingdom is a kingdom of grace and peace in 
which we find forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  Herod’s kingdom was one of lawless 
brutality and mass murder.  Herod depended on the power of brute force.  Jesus hid His 
almighty power under the humble clothing of His infant humanity.   
 

Appearances can be deceiving.  The little baby, who was taken away by Joseph 
and Mary into Egypt because of an angelic warning in a dream, appears to be quite 
helpless.  But He’s not.  He’s the eternal begotten Son of the Father.  He is the Lord of all 
nations.  He holds a rod of iron and will destroy every nation that doesn’t bow before 
Him.  Herod died a miserable failure of a man.  His achievements as king—which were 
notable—will forever be overshadowed by his murder of innocents in the region of 
Bethlehem.  Herod was the first king to stand against Jesus, but not the last.  Those earthly 
kings who oppose Jesus pattern themselves, whether they know it or not, after King 
Herod, the so-called king of the Jews.  And their end is the same. 
 

Want proof? Name a kingdom that existed when Jesus was born that still exists 
today.  Name an empire that hasn’t turned to dust.  The high and mighty of Jesus’ day 
are now nothing more than names for children to learn in school books.  They were so 
impressive and powerful and wealthy! Herod even had the mighty Roman Empire on his 
side, and that was nothing to scoff at.  It ensured his power.  But who were those Roman 
officials? Surely, they had names, but no one knows anymore.  No one cares.  Even the 
great Roman Empire itself is no more than a dim memory.  Meanwhile the kingdom of 
Christ stands.  The kings of the world are destroyed, while the Infant of Bethlehem 
continues to reign. 
 

If the United States had to choose between these two kings, which one would she 
choose? Jesus or Herod? America was once described as a Christian nation.  But on any 
given Sunday, how many Americans are gathered together to hear the Gospel of the 
forgiveness of sins freely given by God for the sake of Jesus’ suffering and death? Where 
are they? What do they hear? What do they confess? What do they believe? Or if we pick 
up on today’s Gospel—Where is Rachel? Why is she not raising her voice in Ramah, 
crying over the loss of her baby? I’ll tell you why not.  Because she has the right to kill 
her own children and shed no tears for them at all.  Because it is her alleged constitutional 
right, as an American, to sacrifice her unborn child on the altar of today’s Moloch, as 
today’s secular creed of the right to choose life or not is confessed.   
 

So who is it? Herod is for death.  Jesus is for life.  Jesus became a little baby.  Herod 
murdered the little babies.  Jesus loves the little children.  Herod hates the little children.  



Jesus comes to the little children, hiding the glory of His almighty power under His 
humble human nature.  Herod orders the children killed for the sake of his own political 
gain and supposed freedom.  
 

Appearances can be deceiving.  Who would have thought that the small, Infant 
King would survive, and the mighty politically connected King Herod would fall? And 
now we witness how small, how ineffective, how very irrelevant the Church of Christ on 
earth appears to be.  We live in the American land of opportunity.  Who has lemons when 
lemonade flows like rivers? Who needs to flee for refuge to the God become flesh when 
the whole world is there for the asking? Who needs to bow down before God incarnate, 
when there is money to be made and the most amazing adventures in human 
achievement to celebrate? Even in the midst of pandemic, look at America’s power! We 
live in as powerful a nation as has ever existed.  If you’ve ever traveled, you know we 
have a high standard of living.  We have almost limitless options.  We can impose our 
will on other nations in the world and we have done so. 
 

But our county’s present glory only makes her fall more bitter and painful.  When 
it happens, people will ask why.  They will try to understand what happened.  But God’s 
Word has already explained it for us.  When God became a baby, He said something 
about babies.  He loves them.  He wants to come to them and be their God.  And so He 
doesn’t take kindly to those who kill babies.  He has and will punish our nation as we’ve 
stood by and watched millions of babies being slaughtered in the name of false gods.  
Rachel was avenged in Herod’s death.  She will be avenged again.   
 

Nations come and go.  They rise and fall, and the Almighty laughs at their foolish 
attempts to play His role.  We worship a God who fulfills His Word.  Jesus returned from 
Egypt to Nazareth.  He will return for us as well.  In that day, we will see what we already 
believe.  Evil men are not really in control.  The mightiest and most important among us 
is found in the weak and the small.  Christ comes to save us and our children. God won’t 
leave us.  He may destroy the nation we call our temporary home, but He won’t let 
anything destroy His Holy Church.  He will guard and keep his Church through every 
trouble of this world.  He protects us by His blood. 

 
And when His people wander into the ways of the world and turn their backs on 

their gracious God, Jesus calls them back.  He invites them to return to their true home.  
He covers their sin and rebellion with His own holy obedience.  There is no sin that Jesus 
did not bear.  There is no sin that He does not forgive.  He forgives even those who have 
joined Herod against Him.  He wins them back by a love so deep and so powerful that if 
creates faith where there was nothing but emptiness.  He pours His Holy Spirit into the 
hearts of His people so that we confess the true faith now and into eternity. Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


