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 Now that the New Year is in full swing – and it’s time once again to break promises. You 

probably haven’t yet… the year is only two days old. But you will. Maybe this year you didn’t even 

make a “new year’s resolution” because, well, you know better. You have discovered that it’s easier 

to keep promises to others than it is to yourself. You resolve to eat better, make better life choices, 

quit a bad habit but often fail. What’s the point, you might think. You’re going to fail anyway and in 

so doing subscribe to the “Homer Simpson” philosophy to life: You tried your best and you failed 

miserably. The lesson is, never try. That’s awful advice. 

 Sure, we have good intentions. We had every intention of helping out and stepping up when 

others have not. We intend to be better about the good in life and put away the bad. We intend to be 

better husbands and wives, sons or daughters, even better Christians… but sometimes circumstances 

beyond our control get in the way of our good intentions. Other times, we are the problem and we 

stand in the way of our own good intentions. We are a people of good intentions, but often times bad 

results. 

 Time and time again the Lord made promises to His precious children. The bible calls them 

covenants. Going all the way back to the Garden of Eden – the covenant was, “You can have anything 

in the garden – except from that one tree. I will be your God, and you will be my people.” Adam and 

Eve probably had every “good intention” in mind, but fell into Satan’s trap. The terrible result was 

the world’s sin. 

 Times would get tough for the people of God, but He would always find a way to save His 

people. He raised up Joseph, the son of Jacob, to lead His family to a foreign land called Egypt. No 

one could have predicted how the people of Israel (the family of Jacob) would go to Egypt. It was a 

story with many twists and turns. If you remember, Joseph had dreams where he would be the one 

his older brothers would serve and they resented him for it.  They sold him into slavery and he was 

taken to Egypt and Joseph’s brothers told their father, Jacob, that he had been killed by wild animals. 

Yet God would strengthen Joseph in Egypt, lift him to second in command and eventually, save all 

of Israel from the severe famine by bringing them down to Egypt who prepared for the famine through 

revelation from God to Joseph. It was never an easy road, but the Lord always kept His promise – His 

covenant with His precious people. 

 The people of God were not faithful to the Lord in Egypt. I’m sure they had good intentions, 

but had bad results. After many years they found themselves in slavery and became a much oppressed 

people. God remembered His faithful covenant again and He gave Moses to lead the people out of 

Egypt and back into the land the Lord had given them. 

 On their way out of slavery the people of Israel grumbled against God and Moses. They didn’t 

like the desert. They didn’t like the fact that there was not much to eat. So, the Lord provided for 

them. They got water and they got food. They were satisfied – for at least a short time. Then, Moses 

went up on a high mountain and received from the Lord the Ten Commandments. The people, I’m 

sure, intended to remain faithful to the Lord and Moses. But when they saw that Moses was a long 

time in returning from the mountain top, they decided to take matters into their own hands and they 

built an idol made of gold to worship. Their good intentions turned into a bad result. 

 The Lord forgave them again and claimed them as His very own once more and they were led 

to the Holy Land. Once they entered the Holy Land, their faithfulness waned. They began to adopt 



the gods of those who were occupying the land the Lord had given to Israel. I’m sure they had every 

intention of remaining faithful, but they had a bad result and failed miserably. 

 These types of examples can be seen in our own lives as well. Faithfulness comes and goes. 

We have every good intention, but then, for some reason, a bad result follows when life, or perhaps a 

pleasure, or perhaps something else that we are convinced is out of our control – or will end up 

satisfying us more – becomes the most important thing. This is when sin takes our good intentions 

and turns them into what pleases us the most. 

 And what is so significant about all this is what happens in today’s text for the second Sunday 

after Christmas. Israel is taken to Egypt once again – with every good and perfect intention from the 

Lord. The Lord shares with Joseph that Israel is again in harm’s way – this time not by a famine but 

by a ruthless King by the name of Herod. The Lord has Israel escape the tyranny of a terrible King 

who would murder all the young boys of a certain age in order to exterminate the one they were 

calling King of the Jews. He was safe in Egypt. 

   After Herod died, Israel, again, came out of Egypt. Now, many years before, Israel was led 

back to the Promised Land and the covenant for them was to remain faithful. With every good 

intention, I’m sure – they ended up failing miserably. But the intention of the Savior Jesus, who was 

also called New Israel, was to remain faithful for the sake of all. That was not compromised. Israel 

reduced to one person – the Savior Jesus Christ – going down to Egypt and returning again – was not 

compromised. With Jesus there was a perfect result. 

 How many times have we seen perfection? We have seen a perfect ten in gymnastics – though 

this is rare. We have seen an A+ given on a paper. We have seen perfect scores given on games shows. 

But to be perfect all the time is impossible. We have every intention of doing a “perfect job” but we 

don’t – we can’t. We might not even care to be perfect. We say, “Well, I’m not perfect” and that 

becomes our excuse. With the law, there is no excuse. Our Lord expects perfection. 

 Jesus went to Egypt, protected by a mandate given to Joseph in a dream. He then returned and 

the perfect result was now in the perfect position waiting for the perfect time. He waited and waited 

until the time was right to begin His public ministry. It wouldn’t happen until years later, but He 

carried it through in perfection. He fulfilled the law perfectly where we couldn’t. He was the perfect 

Savior and the perfect sacrifice. 

 Intend to be among your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ this year at Worship. Don’t just 

intend, but accomplish. Make it a part of a resolution that means something to you – because it is for 

you. Beloved in the Lord, being in the midst of the people of God in worship regularly is not about 

what you are doing for your Lord. It’s all about the way the Lord strengthens and sustains you. We 

have lost the understanding of why we come to this place. I pray we regain it. There were intentions 

involved when Jesus, Mary and Joseph went down to Egypt. The intent was to protect Jesus from 

death before His true intentions could be carried forth. He intended to die – but not at that time. He 

intended to do this mighty work so that you can come to a place like this and be strengthened for your 

day – for your week. The Lord promises you more strength for your 2022 when you make Jesus the 

center of your week by starting it off right here. This is the place He gives you all you ever needed 

and will need. 

 Good intentions often go by the wayside. God’s intentions give life – because He fulfilled all 

for you perfectly.  My prayer is for you and your family this 2022.  My prayer is for our leadership 

(as we install new Directors and recognize the committees), for our teachers, for our staff and for all 

those who work to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. This is all more than a resolution but a 

reality. Jesus is Lord of your Life.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


