
Sermon for Palm Sunday – Matthew 26:1-27:66 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

      
Think about what we just read in St. Matthew’s Passion Reading.  

Our Lord’s passion began in a garden to undo what was done in the first 
garden.  He was bound in chains to deliver us from the chains of sin that 
bind us.  He was accused by false witnesses so that the devil’s 
accusations against us cannot stick.  He was condemned as a criminal on 
earth so that we, the real criminals, are acquitted of all charges in heaven.  
He was stripped of His garments so that we are clothed with His 
righteousness.  He wore a crown of thorns so that we could wear a 
heavenly crown.  He carried the cross so that the load of eternal 
punishment is lifted from us.  He was scorched by God’s wrath to deliver 
us from the flames of hell.  He shed tears in order to wipe every tear from 
our eyes.  He closed His eyes in death so that we will open our eyes in 
resurrection.  He died so that death cannot harm us.  He died so that we 
live.    

 
Christ paid the ultimate price for our salvation.  We must be judged 

for our sins, but the Son of Man has already been judged for the sins of 
the whole world, which He took upon Himself.  Our sins must be 
punished, but God has already punished them in His Own Dear Son.  We 
are cursed for breaking God’s law, but Christ was made a curse for us 
when He hung upon the tree.  Our indictment in heaven’s court is 
overturned.  Christ has set us free. 

         
Do not despair, O Christian.  Christ’s passion is your strong refuge.  

Amen. 
  

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


