
Sermon for the Last Sunday of the Church Year – Matthew 25:1-13 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
    

  Christ is returning for His Church.  This is what the parable of the ten virgins is all about.  Yet, 
when it comes to the parables of our Lord, it helps to know a bit about the customs of Jesus’ day so that 
the story makes more sense to us.  Unlike today, the wedding couple did not go on a honeymoon back 
in those days.  Instead, they were treated like royalty in their own home.  The wedding celebration 
lasted a week.  Immediately before the wedding, the groom and several close friends make their way 
through the city or town to get to the family home where the wedding party and all friends and family 
will celebrate this momentous occasion.  This traveling party of the groom and his friends would 
deliberately take the longest possible route back to home, wandering through as many streets and 
villages as possible so that all could see and cheer them on as they passed by.  In many cases, a 
disorganized exuberant parade would form.  At the groom’s home, some of the crowd would wait in 
the street as they anticipated the arrival of the meandering party.  In the parable, ten young women 
were among them.  The point of all of this is, no one knew the exact hour when the groom would arrive.  
It could be during the day or it could be in the middle of the night.  However, when he did arrive and 
enter into the wedding home, the attendants had to be ready.  You weren’t allowed to come late.  It 
was also dangerous and not permitted to walk in the city streets at night without a lighted lamp.  You 
can see the predicament in which the foolish virgins found themselves.  The groom had arrived, and 
would shortly go into the wedding, yet their lamps were running out of oil and they took no extra oil 
with them.  Without oil, the lamps would go out.  So they went to buy more, but by the time they came 
back, the wedding had begun and they could not enter.   

The meaning of the parable is clear.  The oil that is in the lamps represents the Gospel and 
Sacraments of Christ.  In these, God comes to us.  It’s through the means of grace that the Holy Spirit 
calls us to faith and keeps us in the faith.  The light is the faith that the Holy Spirit creates through the 
means of grace.  The wedding is heaven, and the entrance into the wedding is only given to those who 
have the Holy Spirit, for they have true faith.  The ten virgins represent the total number of those who 
are outwardly attached to the Church.  The foolish virgins are those who attached themselves to the 
Church, but neglected the Gospel and Sacraments.  They heard, but they didn’t hear.  They looked, but 
they didn’t see.  They paid no attention to the Gospel. It bored them.  They thought it was unimportant.  
They had no use for it.  They took it for granted.  So when the day came when they needed it most, it 
wasn’t there.  And it was too late to get it.   

Now is the day to hear the Gospel.  Now is the day to believe that Christ Jesus died for the sins 
you have committed.  Now is the day to take refuge in the wounds of Christ.  Now is the day to find 
His grace in Holy Baptism.  Now is the day to find forgiveness in the Sacrament of the Altar of His 
Body and Blood.  Now is the day, because on the day of His return, it will be too late. 

Christ is returning for His Church.  And nothing is more important for you than the Gospel and 
the Sacraments of Christ your Savior, who rescues you from your deepest sin.  And it’s a simple thing 
to be ready for Christ’s return.  It’s simply a matter of having the Gospel.  Christ gave His Great 
Commission to His disciples in Matthew 28.  After telling the ministers of His Church to baptize all 
nations by His authority in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, He added 
the words, “teaching them to observe whatever I have commanded you.”  The word “observe” here 
means “to keep, to guard, to treasure, to take hold of and never to let go.”  That, dearly beloved, is a 
simple matter. 

But it becomes quite complicated.  And we make it that way.  We are so easily distracted from 
what is most important and we spend our time and our energy on things that are fundamentally 
worthless.  What should we be doing with our time while we wait for Christ to come back and take 
His Church home? We should be holding fast to His promises.  We should be listening to His voice.  



We should be discussing and talking about what He says to us.  This is what it means to keep oil for 
the lamps.  After God revealed His Law to Moses for the Israelites, He went on to say, “And these 
words which I command you today shall be in your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be frontlets 
between your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deut. 
6:6-9) 

What God says here is very simple.  He wants His children to care about what He says.  He 
wants us to listen to Him because we love His voice and find what He says more important than what 
anyone else says.  If you care about the Gospel, you keep it.  You keep your flask full of oil.  The only 
way to run out of oil is to pay no attention to it.  The only reason you pay no attention to it is because 
you just don’t care.  But not to care about the Gospel is not to care about heaven or even God Himself. 

Mark Twain’s character Tom Sawyer didn’t want to go to heaven.  He didn’t want to sit around 
on clouds playing a harp and be bored.  He’s rather have gone to hell.  But heaven isn’t like the way 
Tom Sawyer described.  It’s the only place with no suffering, no sorrow, no anger, no sin, and no results 
of sin.  All heaven really is, is an intensification of what we already have and enjoy by faith right now.  
In other words, just as the Gospel promises us forgiveness of all our sins for Christ’s sake, in heaven 
we experience that freedom from sin that today we believe (and to some extent, experience), but don’t 
always feel.  Just as the Gospel promises us fellowship with God and one another while we are still 
living here on earth, it won’t be until Christ’s return that this fellowship is felt in its fullness. 

To love the Gospel today is to love Christ’s return on the Last Day.  We won’t find anything in 
heaven that we haven’t already received, by faith, here on earth.  That’s why St. John in Revelation 
describes heaven as he does, picturing for us the Lamb who is slain.  We love today Christ’s death on 
the cross for us.  We have everything heaven is right now, just not by sight or feeling.  It’s by faith. 

Nobody knows when the day of Christ’s return will be.  We know that we don’t know and can’t 
know the day or the hour that Christ will return.  Every date-setter is a false prophet.  We don’t need 
to disprove anyone’s theory about when Christ will return.  If someone says he knows, he contradicts 
the Lord who told this parable, for we know neither the day nor the hour.   

Still, we do know that He will return to judge the living and the dead, as we confess it in the 
Creeds.  He won’t return to set up here an earthly thousand-year reign.  He will create the new heavens 
and the new earth.  He purchased it already with His blood.  He promises it to us.  He gives it to us in 
the Gospel and Sacraments.  It’s our home today by faith, but we won’t enter it until Christ Himself 
greets us at the door and receives us in. 

What a day of joy that will be! Think of it—No more regrets and guilt about what we’ve done 
wrong.  No more worry about what may go wrong.  No more sadness or anguish of any kind.  No 
more pain.  Arthritis, cancer, stroke, heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, depression, COVID-
19, you name it, it will be gone.  Nobody will ever steal again or lie or cheat, or tear down his neighbor.  
And we won’t even want to do these things.  No sin will come into our hearts.  This is the glory that 
God will reveal to us who are found in Him by means of His Word and Sacraments. 
One last thing about this parable we should not overlook.  This is a wedding parable and Jesus left out 
on key character—we have the groom and the guests—who are we missing? The Bride! In this parable 
the bride is not mentioned! And I think Christ has done this on purpose.  You all are the bride.  You 
are the treasured bride of Christ. 

We are Christ’s bride.  We have God’s Word of forgiveness.  He lights our way into the wedding 
where true joy will be found forever.  We pray for that blessed day even as we echo St. John’s prayer 
at the end of the Scriptures: “Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen!” 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. BJF 


