
Sermon for Trinity Twenty-Six – Matthew 25:31-46 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
       

“… And He will come again in glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end.”  These are words that we confess from the Nicene Creed.  They are words that 
we believe.  These words are true.  So what do they mean?  
 

As we approach the close of the church year, we consider Judgement Day.  God, to whom 
everyone must give an account, will judge this world according to His righteousness.  Everyone 
will stand before God to be judged.  What’s more, Jesus Christ will be the Judge.  He’s the “He” 
in “He will come again in glory to judge…” 
 

But this confession that we make about God coming again to judge the world on a set day 
takes some defending.  For we live in a time when moral relativism rules the day.  Moral relativism 
is the ideology that prevails throughout American thought: I decide what is right for me, and you 
decide what is right for you, and then there really isn’t a right or wrong.  There’s only human 
opinions that can change.  And they do.  By moral relativism, Hollywood’s portrayal of heroes 
and villains and good and evil is turned upside down.  The goal is to make bad seem good and 
good seem boring and irrelevant.  Also, the opinions of most people on the topics of life and 
marriage have undergone a complete overhaul in our times as personal choice wins over every 
other standard.   
 

And so some may imagine that if they can explain away sin they can lift the burden of all 
consequences for the here and now.  There is no right and wrong so there can be no judgement.  
And judgement is subjugated to merely one’s personal opinion.  To judge someone else is akin to 
the unforgivable sin.  But when people no longer believe that God has set down permanent 
standards of right and wrong, their view of God and His Law changes, radically.  As the saying 
goes, “I know what’s right and wrong—I don’t need a book to tell me.”  In this thinking, God will 
not come to judge the humanity, at least according to the standards He’s laid out.  The world just 
keeps on going.  “They will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.’” And again, if 
God has no standards of right and wrong, there can be no Judgment Day.   
 

But the truth is we are made in God’s image.  And by God’s Law we know what is right 
and wrong.  Our conscience gives us some direction here, but God’s Holy Ten Commandments 
show us most clearly.  God justly requires us to obey His Law and He has every right to judge us 
according to our works.  While moral relativists deny Judgment Day, their denial will no more 
prevent God’s judgment from occurring than denying gravity will enable a man to fly. 
 

And the good news for us is on Judgement Day, Jesus will be our Judge.  And He gives us 
a glimpse of what this will look like in today’s Gospel.  The Son of Man, that is, God who has 
become man, Jesus Christ will separate righteous people from unrighteous people as a shepherd 



separates sheep from goats.  Christ calls the righteous “sheep” and the unrighteous “goats.”  The 
sheep belong to the Shepherd.  The goats do not.   
 

The sheep do not become sheep by what they do; they don’t make themselves into sheep.  
They are sheep because God has chosen them.  What does Christ say? “Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  You don’t 
choose your inheritance, it’s given to you.  Sheep are born of God.  We are baptized and receive 
God’s name.  He joins His identity to us.  He serves us.  He feeds us with His own Body and Blood 
which sets us free from sin.  He loves us.  We hear His Word.  We listen to our Shepherd’s voice.  
He seeks us out.  We hear His forgiveness that keeps us in the true faith.  He tells us His Gospel 
again and again and again.  From this we know, without any doubt, that we belong to Him as His 
dear children.  We believe from Him what we hear.  We trust the Shepherd’s voice, because it is 
the voice that gives us eternal life.     
            

There are only two kinds of people who will be gathered before the Judge on the Last Day.  
The sheep belong to the Shepherd, which we already mentioned.  So what about the goats? 
 

Unbelieving people care nothing for the forgiveness of sins won by Christ.  The goats do 
what they do for the reward they get in this life.  Whether they are the self-righteous Mormon, 
Jew, or Muslim working their way to heaven, or the self-indulgent scoffer who worships at the 
altar of temporal pleasure and lives for today only, they all belong to the same class of people.  
They have no need of Christ.  They are not sheep of the Good Shepherd.  And because they do 
not know Him, Christ will not know them.  He will disown them before the whole world and 
send them to the hell prepared for the devil and his angels, when He returns to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

So how do we prepare for the unknown hour of Christ’s return on Judgement Day? We 
listen.  We hear the voice of the Good Shepherd.  We listen to His story again and again.  It’s good 
news that He is our Judge.  For where do we see Him? Jesus, hungry in the desert.  Jesus, thirsting 
while suffering on the cross.  Jesus, rejected as a stranger by His own people.  Jesus, stripped 
naked and shamed on the cross.  Jesus, bearing our sins and sicknesses in His body on that cross.  
Jesus, suffering the prison of hell itself being separated from His Father.  Jesus, dying and rising 
for us.   
 

Every time God has come in judgement throughout history has been for the purpose of 
rescuing His people.  Eden, the Flood, Egypt, Babylon, and Golgotha were dress the rehearsal for 
the final salvation God will win for us.  His coming on the Last Day will be the culmination of 
these events.  And as we know the Judge of the living and the dead as our Savior from our sin, 
we are ready for Judgment Day.  Indeed, we sing of Him, “Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord.”  Amen.  

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


