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 Today’s Gospel and today’s Epistle text from Philippians 3 have a similar theme – citizenship.  Seems 

appropriate in the wake of a national election, social unrest, and even our Veterans Day celebration this past 

Wednesday.  These texts may also serve as a reminder that God and country endure through the hardships.  

More than ever, we need that reminder. So, today we reflect upon our citizenship as we stand where we are 

while looking heavenward, waiting for the appearance of our Deliverer.  Looking heavenward -- toward our 

true commonwealth. 

 But we have a life to live here, the life that is the preparation for that to come.  A life to be lived worthy of 

heavenly citizenship.  The Gospel text appointed for this day gives us instruction for our earthly walk as 

citizens of heaven.  The Gospel does not overlook what loyalty we are to have for our nation -- our duties 

that our earthly citizenship imposes.  According to St. Matthew, to Caesar, we are to give what is his.  But 

to God we are to give what is His.  Do not believe that it is some sort of accident or one man’s nationalistic 

ambition that brought the flag of the United States of America into the House of God.  We may believe in a 

separation of Church and State but not a separation of Church from State.  This comes from the fact that our 

citizenship is but fleeting in this world. So, we keep in mind as we look heavenward today and every day 

waiting for Him to come again -- we are but aliens or “strangers” here. 

 But as aliens with, I guess you could say, just a temporary or associate secular citizenship in this world, we 

are still duty bound to this world in which we live and to the powers by which this world is governed.  

Whether we like it or not, whether we think it is fair or not, there are claims that are made by our nation on 

us.  What is a claim?  You know – that little ticket that you get when you have to leave something behind 

for one reason or another so that you are able to get it back at the appropriate time.  We make claims on what 

is ours.  And our country makes claims to what belongs to our country.  If Caesar, that heathen Roman 

conqueror that Jesus refers to in the text, had a just claim for what was his, how much more the rulers we 

have elected.  The Roman tribute was a rendering back to Caesar an acknowledgment for benefits of law, 

security, and order enjoyed under his rule.  Our tribute money, what we call taxes, our dutiful 

acknowledgment of far higher benefits of liberty, peace, confidence, religious freedom, social comfort, and 

prosperity.  These belong to the claims of Caesar. 

 Let’s check the point.  This is not a lesson on paying taxes.  Rather, it is a lesson in citizenship.  Jesus 

acknowledges that as we remain on this side of eternity and live as aliens but yet citizens of this the United 

States of America, we give, we pay, we render, to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar.  We render what 

belongs to Caesar and we render it because we are citizens.  At the same time we render what belongs to our 

Lord to our Lord.  This is a reality of our dual citizenship.  The most significant part of life is that which 

belongs to God; rendering to God what is God’s is accordingly the most important duty we have.  We should 

be clear, too, that Jesus is not saying that we can divide life into separate compartments so that God has 

nothing to do with the section which belongs to Caesar.  The obligation to God covers all of life; we serve 

Caesar in a way that honors God. 

 Now, what about the claims of God?  These also depend on what we have received from Him.  Our Lord 

puts the duties to God and country side by side.  However, the image of God is not written on His things.  If 

He did not tell us so plainly in His Word that everything that is made is made by Him, we would never fully 

know it.  Caesar goes around stamping his name on everything he makes.  The United States of America, 

that is, has marked what belongs to it, but not God.  God, in the person of Jesus Christ, could be in our world, 

living, eating, sleeping, teaching and preaching the Kingdom of God and no one would recognize Him, 

because the image of God is so unknown. 



 
 

 
 

  God claims us though His inscription on us or on those things that are His may not be so legible.  In the 

opening chapter of Genesis we read:  “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them.”  This image of God made man special.  He knew God.  

He walked and talked with God.  He found delight in doing the will of God.  He loved God with all his heart, 

all his soul.  So blessed was man in the image of God. 

 The devil went to Adam like that committee of Pharisees in the text went to Christ.  He asked him questions 

like this committee asked Christ.  His purpose was to entangle Adam in his speech, in his thinking, and 

action and so destroy the image of God in him.  Adam, the man who was stamped with the image and likeness 

of God, was overcome with the flattery of Satan.  He was persuaded to snatch the image and likeness stamp 

from the hands of God to use it as if it belonged to him.  Through this subtle device, man was entangled in 

his talk, deceived in his action and left to stand before God with enmity of God, hatred for God and rebellion 

against God.  He sinned against God.  The image and likeness of God was almost lost to him. 

 Almost lost to all people, we have yet but a fleeting likeness.  The fall of man has disfigured us.  In the text, 

our Lord Jesus uses a particular word which identifies the members of this committee with mankind in our 

spiritual condition after the fall.  They are hypocrites.  He is putting his finger on those evil purposes and 

desires we have toward God.  He is lifting up those wicked ways in which we try to keep God out of our 

lives to better serve our purpose, feelings, and desires.  They attempt to use loyalties against Jesus. 

 Beloved, be loyal. Loyalty is honorable and loyalty is what God expects. As American citizens, not 

everything our government does sits well with us. Sometimes it makes us angry. Sometimes we don’t think 

it’s fair. Sometimes we as citizens of heaven must stand up and speak up when government does something 

blatantly against God’s Word.  Remember, you are a citizen and God gives you this gift.  If you disagree, 

work to change it… in good order. Your responsibility as a citizen also gives you rights. We pray that our 

country never compromises our rights. 

 For that reason, Jesus puts it all in perspective for us in Matthew 22.  Our duties to family, church, country 

are to be consistent to that of our duty to God -- Because they are not two duties at all but one duty.  The 

division of what we render into sacred and secular is convenient, but it means no more than that some duties 

are directly paid to God, others indirectly through man to God.  Our Lord drew no hard and fast line between 

the things of Caesar and the things of God.  If Christ bids us to render unto Caesar, and we do it because 

Christ bids us, we serve not Caesar but Christ.  And because we serve Christ in and through our country, our 

families, our faith, then, if they are consistent with Christ, we should have the utmost loyalties -- Because 

Christ is being served through them -- And they are Gifts from God himself. 

 Like that coin in your pocket or the one in our text for today, you and I have an image impressed upon us.  

It’s God’s image impressed on us through our union with Jesus by grace through faith.  We are God’s coins!  

He bought us as crude metal with his Son’s blood.  He shapes us and stamps His image on us through 

Baptism and the work of His Spirit.  As with something of great value, God keeps us close to himself.  He 

never trades us for goods or services.  He never forsakes His loyalties to us and never exchanges our 

citizenship in heaven.  We belong to Him.  All that we have belongs to Him. 

 We have a life to live here – as a responsible and loyal steward. We have a life to come – already paid for 

by the blood of Jesus.  We are blessed to live before God and man in service. Why is it a blessing to serve? 

Because we are already blessed with a citizenship in heaven that knows no end. This is good news, beloved 

in the Lord. No matter the struggles, no matter the hardship – our citizenship is in heaven. Thanks be to God. 

 

 The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 


