
Sermon for Advent I – Matthew 21:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
       

Our Lord’s Triumphal entrance into Jerusalem is the Gospel reading for both 
today, the first Sunday in Advent and for Palm Sunday.  In our Sunday liturgy, we sing 
the Sanctus, which is taken partially from today’s Gospel.  “Hosanna! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord.”  And whether it be our Lord coming two thousand years 
ago or today this truth stands: He who came to His Church lowly and sitting on a donkey 
now comes for us to forgive our sins. 
 

It was Christ who decided to go to Jerusalem.  He knew what awaited Him there.  
He knew that the cries of “Hosanna” would, in a few short days, give way to the shouts 
of “Crucify him!” But He set His face toward Jerusalem.  Why? Because He was the heir 
of King David and it would be there outside that holy city that He would claim His crown 
and throne.   
 

When He and His disciples arrived in Bethphage, not far from Jerusalem, Jesus 
told them to go into that little town and find a donkey and a colt tied next to her.  Jesus 
set down clear instructions and they were to follow them.  Should anyone ask them why 
they were taking the animals, they were to say that the Lord needed them and that would 
be sufficient.  This was spoken from long ago.   
 

For consider the words of the prophet that were fulfilled in Christ: “Behold, your 
King is coming to you.”  These words are addressed to the daughter of Zion, that is, to 
Christians, to those who bear the name of God in Holy Baptism.  These words are 
addressed to us.  Christ comes here, to His Church.   
 

He doesn’t come to the mosque.  He doesn’t come to the state capital building in 
Jeff City.  He doesn’t come to Capitol Hill in DC.  He doesn’t come to Wall Street.  He 
doesn’t come to the United Nations.  Your King comes to the daughter of Zion.  He comes 
to His Church.  “Your King comes to you.”   
 

You don’t make Him your king.  He makes Himself your King.  He comes to you.  
You don’t go out and bring Him in.  He invites Himself.  You don’t draw Him in by your 
own will.  For, by nature, your will is bound by the devil and his lies.  You are trapped in 
the desires of your sinful flesh.  You are hopelessly enamored by the shallow wisdom of 
a dying world.  We don’t bring Christ to us; He comes of His own accord.  He comes in 
the way He decides.  He is lowly.  He is humble.  He comes under the cover of weakness.  
He comes in a way that we can receive Him. 
 

If He came in any other way than in humility, with His Majesty fully revealed, 
upon a mighty warhorse with military entourage, we would try to run and hide.  If He 
came in a display of sovereign power, we would strive all the more to cover up our faults, 
weaknesses, and sins in the desperate but futile attempt to evade judgment.  Yet, He 



comes as He must to do what must be done.  He comes in humility and meekness.  He 
comes as a lowly King, riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.   
 

He is coming to save us.  A Savior saves.  You don’t make a Savior into a Savior.  
If you were able to do that, you wouldn’t need a Savior, would you!?! But you do.  And 
this is why we need our Lord to come to us in the manner in which He does.  He comes 
in a lowly and humble way because this is how He will take away our sins.  Listen to the 
crowd cry to Him, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” Hosanna means, “save now.”  Our greatest act is to 
call out to Christ for salvation.  Jesus is the Son of David.  That makes Him the Christ and 
the Savior of sinners.  So we cry out to Him to save us in full confidence that this is the 
reason why He’s come, to rescue us from our sins.  
 

People who think that the main purpose of going to church is what we do for God 
might decide to skip church because they aren’t worthy.  Maybe they’ve been sexually 
immoral.  Maybe they’ve said cruel words and outright lies, that have hurt people who 
are still hurting.  Maybe they’ve done all sorts of things that they think make them 
unworthy to come into the presence of God.  So they won’t come to church.  And then, 
after a while, they won’t come to church because they haven’t come to church, and that’s 
a sin they don’t want to admit is a sin, so they stay away imaging that they can find God 
on their own.  Of course, they can’t. 
 

But I have news for you.  Your King comes to you.  He knows your sins.  He knows 
every wrong thing you’ve done.  He knows your sins better than you do.  If you’ve lied, 
cheated, broken a promise, lusted after another man’s wife, hated your brother, despised 
your coworkers, and spread toxic gossip designed to tear down others—don’t you think 
God know this? Nothing is hidden from His eyes—He sees you! 
 

But now I have good news for you.  You look at Him.  Look at God where He 
comes to you in humility, lowly and having salvation.  Look at Him riding on a donkey.  
See Him a few days later picking up His cross.  Watch Him as He suffers and dies for 
you.  The sin that keeps you away from God is the sin that He bore on the cross for you.  
There is no sin too great for Him to forgive.  He has already borne sin’s weight.  And here 
He is, in His Church, coming to the daughter of Zion, coming to save you. 
 

He comes today in His Body and Blood.  This holy meal is for those who know 
their sins and cannot bear their burden.  This Supper is not something we do.  Christ says, 
“Take eat, take drink: this is my body, given for you, this is my blood, shed for you.”  It 
is what He says it is.  It is our salvation.  So we sing, “Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest,” and God graciously accepts our praise.  Your 
King comes to you with salvation.  Amen.  
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


