
Sermon for Palm Sunday– Matthew 21:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  While the prophet 
Zechariah made it clear, it was not clear to the disciples.  Every previous time that Jesus 
had come into Jerusalem, He had gone on foot.  Why should this time be any different? 
They knew that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of David.  They knew that He was the Son 
of the Living God and the Savior of the world.  This was the faith that their Lord had 
spent teaching them for three years, though their most difficult lessons still lay ahead.  
On the first ever Palm Sunday, they would hear this teaching confessed by the praises of 
a large congregation.  “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” Hosanna means “Save Now, Lord!” 

 
It made sense for the heir of David’s throne to ride into Jerusalem on a beast of 

burden.  Why shouldn’t He? But shouldn’t He have entered riding on a mighty warhorse 
protected by a fully armed troop of soldiers? Instead, He rode into the city in humility, 
on a donkey.  Isn’t a king supposed to have power? Why was He in such humble 
appearance? Why should a powerful king do this? Doesn’t He want to look like who He 
is?  

 
It made little sense to the disciples, but they nevertheless did what Christ told them 

to do.  They went into the little village of Bethphage and they loosed a donkey and her 
colt from a tree and brought them to their Lord.  They were confident that whoever the 
owner might be, he would be willing to let the Lord use them.  Not that they necessarily 
had too much confidence in their fellow man, the owner of the livestock, but they did 
have confidence in Jesus, that what He said would come to be. 

 
How did Christ want to be presented to the people? How did Jesus want to appear 

before those gathered together to worship Him? He wanted them to see Him riding on a 
donkey.  He wanted them to see Him in deep humility.  He didn’t want to frighten them.  
He didn’t want them to perceive Him to be some military ruler, some social reformer, or 
some stern judge.  He wanted them to know Him as He is: a gentle and lowly King who 
comes to us in such a way that we can receive Him.   

 
Christ’s humble entrance into Jerusalem on a donkey foreshadowed His humble 

suffering.  He came in peace to make peace.  This is signified by the way He entered into 
the Holy City, not to fight His enemies with weapons of steel, but to bear in humility the 
burden of His people.  And it was as Savior that the people received Him.  A large and 
adoring crowd surrounded Him.  They worshipped Him as their Savior.  They laid their 
own clothes and palm branches on the road before Him.  They hailed Him as Him who 
came in the name of the Lord. 



 
He rode to Jerusalem to His death.  There He answered the pleas of the crowd for 

salvation in the only way He could answer them.  He became their Savior by taking upon 
Himself the sin from which they needed to be saved.  No one was singing His praises 
when He did that.  Not one hosanna rang out as He hung on the cross for three hours and 
died.  But today, whenever Jesus comes to serve His Church through the Gospel, He 
elicits true praise.  Our King still comes to us, humble and bringing us salvation: Your 
sins are forgiven.  And even from afar, He still treasures the hosannas that we sing.  
Indeed:  “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


