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 We might think this Gospel reading doesn’t really seem to fit in Advent. This is Palm Sunday. Yet, 

every year this is the Gospel for the very first Sunday of the Church Year.  Today we hear the words of the 

Lord’s triumphal entry into the Jerusalem -- before He is put on trial -- before His crucifixion. The Palm 

Sunday text on the first Sunday of the Church Year seems like it might be another cruel joke played on us 

by this miserable year – 2020. We just finished altering all our Thanksgiving Day plans and now Christmas 

is cancelled too? We just jump straight to Easter? 

 However, listen again to these words as I read them once more.  Don’t think about Palm Sunday. 

Think, instead, of the “Coming” of our Savior.  Think how it rings of hope and anticipation much like we 

come to expect from the Advent season – waiting for our Lord. 

 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, 

with her colt by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the 

Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  This took place to fulfill what was spoken through 

the prophet:  “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They brought 

the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds 

that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest!” 

 Now in the midst of the new Church Year, we are reminded that there is so much more to this season 

that sits so closely to Christmas than just the hope and expectation of a little baby who we call “King” and 

“Savior.”  Let us not just look at this season and simply commemorate and celebrate a Birthday that 

happened 2000 years ago.  Rather, as we stand on this side of the birth of our Savior… as we stand on this 

side of His Saving death and His victorious resurrection, we look towards how our Lord comes to us today.  

How He comes and continues to come by way of His Holy Word and Blessed Sacraments for us today -- 

Not just 2000 years ago. 

 God comes – even today. This is our Advent message of hope. That’s why we look at the Triumphal 

Entry of Christ before His conviction and death as yet another way His Word shares with us how He comes 

to us. This is an excellent place to begin. 

 The events that led up to Palm Sunday were fulfilled in hope and expectation.  The Lord would 

make His way into the Holy City of Jerusalem knowing full well that His doing so would lead to His 

suffering and death.  Whether we look towards the work of Christ with hope and expectation beginning 

with Jesus in that manger at Bethlehem or beginning with Jesus on that Donkey -- It doesn’t really matter.  

What was yet to come for Christ was what would save us.  What has been given to us today, and comes to 

us daily, is what sustains us and gives us life.  Today we celebrate a Christ who gives us hope. He is alive. 

 There is a beauty to having a God who we know is still alive.  Because we can still hold on to hope 

and expectation.  We have these hopes and expectations today – the hopes and expectations that guide us 

to know that He comes.  That He is with us and protects us and watches over us.  We look with hope to 

what we have been given right now and what will be given to us in the future. 

 Isn’t that the way it is, or “hope” that it would be, with most everything we have? Hope is a powerful 

thing. When one loses hope, we feel as if we have lost everything. Remember back to the month of March. 



 

 
 

This COVID thing… we thought… would last about three weeks. We will quarantine for a bit and then get 

back to normal. None of us could imagine what all this would do to our graduation plans, summer plans, 

back to school plans, and holiday plans. As time goes on, we lose hope. We begin to get more and more 

discouraged and pessimistic about the future.  

 However, Advent is a season of hope and that is something we carry with us through this season, 

into Christmas, and beyond. Our Advent celebration begins not with the expectation of the birth of a Child, 

but rather what was to be expected from that Child, grown up as a man, on the Cross.  What is expected 

from Him, for us today -- the continued promise that He comes to us in His forgiveness of sins and the 

blessing of life everlasting.  This is how we live in the now, the today, in the hope of Advent for us this year 

and the years to come. 

 When God’s people feel as if there is no hope, it becomes easy for us to lose focus on the hope that 

Jesus gives to all of us. We lose sight of the Advent promise.  The promise of a hope and expectation that 

is coming to us right now and will continue to come to us as we live our lives in Christ.  It’s as if we refuse 

to see and enjoy what is right there for us. We get lost in our despair over what we can’t change. We get 

lost in our own self-pity. Yet God never abandons us. His promises are still intact.  There is no reason to 

lose hope because we have God’s promises – today and for the time to come. 

 Let’s go back to the Gospel text for today and look how Jesus comes in the words originally found 

in the book of Zechariah. “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  The Lord did not make His triumphal 

and final entry into the marvelous and prestigious Holy City of Jerusalem the way we would think a King 

would make an entry.  He came not on a royal horse or with soldiers and other royal officials escorting Him.  

Rather, Jesus made His glorious entry on a common pack animal -- The humble Donkey.  Look how we 

look forward to the King’s coming at Christmas time.  Do we see a child adorning royal garments and 

priestly clothing?  Do we see His bed in a palace or even in a hotel?  No, rather the new born King bunked 

with the animals with very few present to bow to the new-born King. 

 Look how He comes to us today -- by means of His Word -- through the mouths of sinners -- in, 

with, and under regular wine and bread -- by the means of water.  Our Lord came to us as a humble child 

in a humble place in a humble town.  He made His way into a grand and Holy City on a humble donkey 

with regular people spreading out their cloaks and branches before Him.  He makes His way into our lives 

by His humble Word, His ordinary means of bread and wine and water.  So many were looking for a child 

to be born among the noble in a palace and were disheartened and dissatisfied when they found Him in a 

manger.  So many were looking for a King who would rule from a grandiose throne in Jerusalem and lead 

the Jews onto victory over their enemies like a great King and leader should and were disheartened and 

dissatisfied when they saw him riding into Jerusalem on that common pack animal.  Today so many look 

for the King to change every hurt into joy, and every conflict into peace.  Today, so many look to God to 

give them hope and relief when a pandemic keeps driving in on us making things worse.  

 Beloved, just as our Lord promises to come to us even after He has already been here in the flesh, 

He does promise to take our hurt and turn it into joy. He promises hope. He took our hurt to the cross and 

hurt for us.  He promises to resolve the conflict that is standing in the way of eternal peace.  He promises 

to do it on the Last Day.  And He promises to do it for those who believe that He will do just that.  We still 

face the problem of telling God how and when to work.  How you should look as a King -- That is, among 

the elite and not among the poor.  How you should enter as a King -- That is, as one who is distinguished, 

not as one who rides on a donkey.  Our Lord continues to do things His way.  And our Lord continues to 

preserve and protect and sustain us His way.  And that way is by His means today and every day. 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  It fits.  It fits 

for Palm Sunday.  And it fits for Advent.  Christ comes. Amen 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 


