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 Constantine the Great became the Roman Emperor back in 306 A.D.  When the Edict of Milan 

was put in place in 313 A.D., religious tolerance for the Christian faith was finally enacted… after about 

300 years of severe persecution.  Now that it was legal to practice Christianity, many churches were 

dedicated, interestingly, in honor of Michael, the only archangel mention by name in the Scriptures (Jude 

9).  Now, we do hear that Gabriel is also of this rank… that’s due to the ordinary traditions of Jews and 

Christians throughout the centuries.  However, Michael is called a prince, one of the great princes, in the 

Book of Daniel who fought the prince, or king, of Persia.  Michael was called by God to be a guardian 

of the people.  Perhaps because Michael is a guardian of the people of God, churches in the very early 

years of Christianity were named after this esteemed archangel.  The churches needed protection from 

every side because of the constant threat of violence and death. 

 The Bible shares with us that angels fight for us against Satan and his evil angels.  They guard 

us in peril.  The angel of God stopped the mouths of the lions when Daniel was cast into their den.  

Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus were protected from the cruelty of Herod through the message of an 

angel.  Angels provide for man’s necessities in the Scriptures.  For example, an angel showed Hagar a 

fountain where she and her son might drink.  And, an angel provided bread and water for Elijah under 

the broom tree. 

 In the Gospel text appointed for this day, Matthew 18:1-11, we have just one part, the very last 

verse that mentions angels.  We note that in verse one of chapter eighteen the disciples ask this selfish 

question that is posed out of their great misunderstanding.  They ask, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?”  Notice how our Lord answers this question… always turning the expectant answer upside 

down and uttering the unexpected.  Jesus answered that unless they turn and become like children, they 

will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  “Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest,” 

says Jesus.  He mentions that His followers should be humble and trusting, with an abounding faith and 

with a simple love that is without fear.  See that you do not despise one of these little ones who believe 

in Me, not only the little ones of tender age but also the little, the new, and the weak believers, who are 

like children.  And then we have the verse that mentions angels: “For I tell you that in heaven their 

angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.” 

 But before talking about the angels and what they do (which has already been addressed briefly 

at the beginning), let’s consider what the human disciples were doing, saying and believing.  The 

disciples, with their thoughts about who is greater, have erred badly in their thinking.  They think that in 

order to be in the company of those who have come under the blessing of the reign of heaven, greatness 

is to be measured in some worldly, competitive, comparative way.  Here is where Jesus, once again, 

turns the thinking of man upside down.  He teaches that the ones who might be the most despised by the 

world (and by the disciples) are those whose angels are constantly in the very presence of the heavenly 

Father.  Here’s the message: the little ones must not be despised, because God Himself treasures and 

values them. 

 Now we might think, “I would never despise a little child.”  They are cute and precious, even 

when they frustrate us to no end.  But what about those for which there is little regard?  They exist and, 

if we are honest, we have gone with the world despising them in one way or another.  These might be 

our enemies, for which we have no use for and we want them condemned and put away.  These are those 

that drain our society’s resources, like the very poor, the very old, or other extremely dependent people 

who have significant physical or mental limitations.  These “uneconomic” people… you know the ones 

who are consumers instead of producers… may even include the unborn, the unwanted, and the unloved. 



 Now please, I’m not saying that today you have all of these less than worthy (in our minds) 

people in mind that you despise for one reason or another, but it is true that you have despised God’s 

creation at some point.  You have thought of yourself more significant than someone else.  You have 

thought that you are better than someone else… more valuable than they are.  You, like me, have thought 

in the ways of the world.  I’m greater than others.  I’m more important to the family, to the company, to 

the church, and to society.  The disciples surely thought this way.  That’s why Jesus was so quick to 

point out that little ones should not be despised.  Though it be counterintuitive to the world, they are 

loved as much as anyone by God who loves His whole creation.  Remember, God loves to turn things 

around on the world’s thinking.  This is why we often see how the world has it upside down and God 

has it right side up. 

 Not even the disciples could get it right.  They wanted to know who was going to be the greatest 

and in so doing, know who was going to be honored.  The greatest to them was going to look like the 

greatest to the world.  You are honored if you are the biggest, the brightest and the best.  But Jesus says, 

“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  You mean that small 

child?  You mean that “know nothing” kid?  You mean the one who can’t do the backbreaking work, 

the heavy lifting, who depends on his mother, and has no experience with anything?  Jesus says, “Yes.” 

 Jesus goes on to say, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in 

heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.”  “Their angels,” it says.  The 

angles of the little ones?  Yes.  God had made them so valuable to Him, that He has created angels to 

watch over little ones… and you too.  Psalm 91:10-11 says, “No evil shall be allowed to befall you, no 

plague come near your tent.  For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 

ways.” 

 The angel Michael was called to be a guardian of the people.  Today, we call to mind how each 

of those people, no matter how big or small, are under the care and protection of our Lord who loves us 

so much.  No, we do not worship the angels.  They are mere messengers of the Lord.  They teach us so 

much.  They are marvelous heavenly creations of our Lord.  Yet, our Lord did not come to be one of 

them.  He came to be a man – like us.  Although we think so highly of them, their task may seem so 

menial.  They are messengers of God’s Word.  They protect the crown jewel of the Lord’s creation – 

you. 

 But this is how our Lord works, and even how He speaks to the disciples.  Humble yourself so 

that you may be exalted.  Look at Jesus. How did He come?  Absolutely unexpected.  Humble… born 

in a manger… to a lowly virgin named Mary.  Did He sit on a high throne?  No!  His thrown was a 

cross… death at the hands of those in high places.  Death by His own creation.  Death… God put to 

death.  For you. 

 This is what He is for you.  Dead and then made alive again for you.  He died.  God died for you.  

You want to talk about humility.  You want to talk about things that seem so backwards.  He teaches 

it… to His disciples and to you.  He shows what service is through the exalted created angels who are 

actually messengers of God’s Word and guardians of God’s creation. 

 And as we are cared for by a God who loves us to death – literally – we are called to be humble 

servants as well… to be messengers of His Word… to serve our neighbor as Christ serves us.  The angel 

Michael shows us God’s service and this becomes an example for us.  All this because our Lord first 

served us by giving His life on the cross for our life eternal.  The Lord bless you to serve… to send out 

His message.  The same message speaks to the very work of our Lord that saves you.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  


