
Sermon for the Transfiguration of our Lord – Matthew 17:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

Their thoughts were running wild as they followed Him up the mountain.  What would 
He say? What would He do? What was going to happen when they get there? One thing was 
certain: there’s never a dull moment when it comes to following Jesus of Nazareth.  But why did 
He choose them and only them? Peter, James, and John were excited by the 
possibilities…perhaps even a little frightened by what lies ahead.   

It didn’t take long until they found out what: Jesus was transfigured before them.  What 
does this mean? From the Greek here we get the English word “metamorphosis” which is a 
change in shape or form.  In this case, it means that Christ’s face shown like the sun and His 
clothes became white as light.  Rightly, I believe, we understand this to be the showing of God’s 
divine nature in the man Christ Jesus.  What’s more, heaven’s witnesses were there.  Moses 
represented the Law.  Elijah represented the Prophets.  Dead, but now alive again, they see God 
in His glory.  Moses was not permitted to see God…as he hid in the cleft of a rock God allowed 
Moses to see His back, but not His full glory, until now.  Elijah was not permitted to hear the 
fullness of God’s voice as he hid in a cave.  A ripping wind, an earthquake, a devouring fire, and 
finally only through a low whisper Elijah heard God.  Until now.  Jesus, Moses, and Elijah hold 
a full conversation face-to-face about the coming Exodus when the Christ will pass through 
death’s Red Sea and save the world into eternal life.   

What was seen and heard through veiled eyes and ears in past times by Moses and Elijah 
now is fully revealed for Peter, James, and John.  The Transfiguration is the revelation of God’s 
full glory in their midst.  They saw and they heard.  What a sight it must have been! Ever since 
His humble birth in Bethlehem, Christ had hidden the fact that He was truly God under the 
cloak of humility.  Even when He revealed His glory by doing various miracles, He Himself 
appeared as an ordinary man.  He had chosen deliberately to hide His glory from sight.  But on 
that mountain for a brief moment He was clearly revealed for who He was.  The full-on 
brightness of God’s glory shined through Him.  The glory He shared with the Father was clearly 
visible.  His face shone like the sun and His clothes became white as light.  There He was in His 
natural glory.   

While all this was happening before Peter, James, and John, God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, spoke from heaven these words: “This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.  Listen to Him!”  It’s the joy of every son to hear his father’s approval.  A son 
does well when he meets his expectations placed before him and having dad say, “Well done” 
or “Good job, son.”  We know this to a greater or lesser extent in father/son relationships.  But 
we have it most fully accomplished for us in Christ’s relationship to His Eternal Father.  God is 
delighted in us because of what Christ does for us: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased. Listen to Him!” 

The Transfiguration of Jesus tells us certain things that are of great comfort to us.  Just as 
Christ was glorified there on the mountain, so we, who belong to Him, will be glorified on the 
last day.  Just as our Lord shown forth with the unborrowed glory He had from all eternity, we 
will shine forth with the borrowed glory of Christ when He returns to take us home.  Just as 
Moses and Elijah were taken to heaven in both body and soul by God Himself, so it will be for 



us who belong to Christ.  No amount of suffering in this world can dim the glory that belongs 
to us, the saints of God. 

But the problem is that we want the glory here and now.  That, in a nutshell, is the root 
of many problems we face in this life.  God promises us glory on His terms and we want it on 
our terms.  Consider the events of our Lord’s Transfiguration: Peter wanted to stay there, but it 
was not to be.  Indeed, who wouldn’t want to remain in God’s glory, apart from every suffering, 
annoyance, and heartbreak we normally face in this world? But Christ the Transfigured One 
leaves the fame and the glory of the holy mountain to face the shame and the gory of the mount 
of Calvary.  This historical fact of Christ’s story shapes the pattern for our stories as well.  Glory 
is not for the here and now.  Further proof of this is Jesus’ own words: “Tell no one the vision, 
until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  Christ told His disciples to tell no one of what 
they had seen until after the crucifixion and resurrection.  Our true glory must be found in the 
cross. 

The cross is our glory.  Before it, every would-be perfectionist must bow.  The dejected, 
hurting, and lonely find a refuge in it.  We want pain-free, suffering-free glory, but there is no 
way around the cross.  Still, even with the crosses we bear, there are always hidden blessings.  
And here they are:  Blessed are those who struggle with their sins and can do nothing but cry 
out to God for mercy, for we receive mercy for Christ’s sake.  Blessed are those who see their 
bodies dying before their eyes, diseases coming back again and again, and experience familiar 
pains that seem overwhelming, for in the resurrection we receive our bodies, perfect and 
imperishable.  Blessed are those who gather together to hear Christ speak through ministers 
who are sinners just as the hearers are sinners.  In this we cling to our Lord’s words of life when 
we are facing the certainly of our own death.   

Blessed are those who find their glory in the shelter of the cross.  “God has set His King 
upon His Holy Hill of Zion.  Who shall ascend into the Hill of the Lord? Who shall stand in His 
Holy Place?” We know we cannot ascend to the Holy Mountain for we believe that the Holy 
Mountain has come to us.  Christ points us to His wounds and He speaks to us His forgiveness.  
Christ was not taken up into heaven from the Mount of Transfiguration right after He revealed 
His glory.  No, He went to the Mount of Golgotha, to the cross to be shamed between two 
criminals.  And there, on the cross, is the true glory of the Living God.  This is love’s greatest 
definition: the Creator died for His fallen, sinful, rebellious creation.  God’s ultimate glory is in 
the suffering of Christ.  And this is where we seek our glory here on earth.   

Christ’s voice comes from the cross.  We need not be afraid; He has made all things right.  
It’s not easy to face our weaknesses, sicknesses, sins, loneliness, brokenness, and death only to 
be told that this will all remain with us as long as we live in this world.  We can’t always see 
God’s glory in our crosses, but that doesn’t mean we stop bearing them.  We believe His 
promises.  The eyewitness testimony of Christ’s Transfiguration sustains us.  By being joined to 
His death and resurrection in our Baptism and through faith, we most certainly have a share in 
His glory.  His glory was seen on the cross.  His glory was displayed in His resurrection.  His 
glory is ours today because His promise to us is true.    Amen. 

 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


