
Sermon for Lent 2 – Matthew 15:21-28 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     

It looks like our Lord turned her down.  First, He ignored her.  I mean, isn’t that 
the same thing as saying “no”? Then He said that He was sent only the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.  Since the woman was a Canaanite, that obviously excluded her, so He 
turned her down a second time.  Then Jesus said it wasn’t good to take the children’s 
bread and throw it to the dogs, clearly suggesting that she was a dog.  There you have it: 
He said “no” three times in a row. 
 

Except He didn’t.  He never said “no.”  Had the woman trusted in her feelings or 
in appearances she would have had to conclude that the Christ was denying her request.  
But she didn’t trust in her feelings.  She didn’t trust in appearances.  She relied only on 
God’s Word.   
 

It seems that our Lord was being callous.  Didn’t He have the power to drive out 
demons? Why should He deny the woman’s request? True, she wasn’t from Israel.  She 
wasn’t one of God’s chosen people.  She was a foreigner.  But she came to Jesus for help! 
His disciples were obviously embarrassed by her continued begging and their Master’s 
apparent unconcern.  “Send her away.  Do what she wants so she’ll stop bothering us and 
leave us alone.”   
 

Who can argue against their request? Who can argue against the woman’s request? 
But it appears that’s just what Jesus does.  He points out that He was sent to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.  She was a foreigner, a gentile.  God had promised His grace, His 
help, His Salvation to Israel.  He chose Israel out of all the nations of the world.  And 
salvation is not by mans’ works.  It’s solely by God’s grace alone and it can’t be earned.  
God’s choosing Israel proves that.  They were no people of renown or greatness.  In 
mercy, God chose them.  And what’s more, God promised a Savior to be born through 
them—a Savior through the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  So who was this 
woman—this outsider—to lay claim to what doesn’t belong to her? It’s not right to take 
what belongs to the children and toss it to the dogs.  Aha! That’s the promise she held 
onto.  She knew that if Jesus kept on talking He’d have to give her a loophole.  She knew 
that her pleas for mercy couldn’t be denied.  She knew who the Christ was.  He was 
standing right in front of her.  She called Him the Son of David.  She knew the promises 
of the Holy Scriptures concerning Him.  “God delights not in the death of a sinner.”  She 
wouldn’t trust in appearances or feelings, but in this Word of God.  Now she heard it.  
Now she has it.  Christ says it wasn’t good to take the children’s bread and give it to the 
dogs.  So then, she would lay claim to no more than that to which a dog was entitled: 
“Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the masters’ table.”  There you 
have it.  He couldn’t argue with that.  And He doesn’t.  He did for her what she asked 
Him to do.  “Give me the crumbs.  From You, Lord, that will be more than enough.”  Her 
faith was great.  What was great about it? The Word of God—Christ was great about it. 
 



We do well to pay attention to the Canaanite woman whose daughter suffered 
demon possession.  She knew that Jesus was the Lord God; she called Him that.  She 
knew that Jesus was the Christ; she called Him the Son of David.  Knowing that Jesus is 
the Lord God and knowing that Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises of the Bible, she 
knew that He would help her.  She had the promise of God, the promise intended for her, 
so she would not be denied. 
 

And Christ never denied the woman.  It only appeared that way.  Ignoring her is 
not saying no.  It’s just not saying yes right away.  Telling her that He was sent only for 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel was not denying her.  We know from the Old 
Testament that Israel was far broader than a land and far more inclusive than an ethnic 
group.  Rahab was from Jericho.  Ruth was a Moabite.  At one time, most of the entire 
Jewish nation was in Babylon.  Take the first Israel himself, Jacob.  Consider how he 
gained his name.  Jacob wrestled with the Angel of the Lord all night long.  He refused 
to let Him go until He blessed him.  Jacob demanded a blessing from God.  And he got it.  
So he was named Israel.  He struggled with God and man and won.  He insisted on 
receiving what God’s mercy required God to give him.  We too must insist on God being 
faithful to what He’s promised.  That’s all the Canaanite woman did.  And here’s a bit of 
irony for you: after Jacob received the blessing from his father Isaac that guaranteed him 
the birthright to become the father of a great nation, Jacob’s parents sent him away.  They 
sent him away: first, because they didn’t want brother Esau, the formerly entitled 
firstborn, to kill him; and second, so Jacob wouldn’t marry… wait for it…wait for it… a 
Canaanite woman.  So in today’s Gospel we see Christ, Israel’s Promised Heir and Jacob’s 
Seed, lauding the faith of a Canaanite woman for the rest of us to imitate.  Jacob left home 
to find a faithful bride.  Jacob’s Heir had to leave Israel to find true faith.   
 

And true faith is found today in nothing other than this: God’s gift in Christ.  As 
we make our way through this season of Lent, we see Christ facing down the devil for us 
on His way to the cross.  We see the sacrifice upon Calvary.  We see the Father’s love 
expressed in giving His only-begotten Son into death on the cross for us.  The sacrifice is 
offered to God.  The sacrifice is offered for us.  This True Man wins for humanity the 
favor of God.  So God must give us every good thing, because for Jesus’ sake, God sees 
no reason to deny us anything.  Though we too are a dog and unworthy, He sees only 
His dear child whom He has forgiven. 

 
The God who delivered the Canaanite woman’s daughter from her demon 

possession is the God who delivers us.  She was willing to beg.  Pride can be our worst 
enemy.  But the humble, God raises up.  So we too persist.  We don’t give up.  We cling 
to God’s Word.  We refuse to let go.  Though God may test us, He will deny us no good 
thing.  And we hold Him to His promise on that.  Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


