
Sermon for Advent III—Gaudete – Matthew 11:2-10 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
    

John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus.  Why? Did John harbor doubts about Jesus being 
the Christ? Perhaps.  John was in jail.  That does something to a man.  Not only was he in jail, but 
he was in jail unjustly.  He had done nothing wrong, but in fact had done much right.  He 
condemned King Herod publically for committing adultery with his own brother’s wife.  For his 
crimes, Herod threw John in jail.  Later John would be beheaded.  Now there’s justice for you.  And 
if John began to doubt the promises of God, we could definitely understand it.   
 

Why did John send his disciples to Jesus? On the other hand, it was John who first identified 
Jesus as the Christ.  John said of Him, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  He confessed that 
Jesus was eternal.  He confessed that he was unworthy to untie Jesus’ sandals.  He heard the voice 
of God the Father from heaven saying of Jesus, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”   
 

Since all of these things are true, in sending his disciples to Jesus, John is doing what he had 
been doing ever since the very beginning of his ministry and what every faithful preacher has done 
in history: directing people to Jesus.  Don’t look to me.  Don’t listen to me.  Don’t follow me.  Don’t 
trust in me.  Go to Jesus. 
 

John the Baptist was the voice.  He was the last of the Old Testament prophets.  When John 
baptized Jesus in the Jordan River, the Old Testament gave way to the New.  John was the final 
voice of the prophets.  His ministry culminated in seeing all of his disciples leave him to go to Jesus. 
 

John preached Christ.  He preached Christ crucified.  No clearer Gospel has ever been 
proclaimed than that proclaimed by John the Baptist when he pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  The Church sings these words and her plea 
is joined to John’s preaching.  This is the Gospel that the poor have preached to them.  John the 
Baptist was a faithful Gospel preacher because he directed his disciples to go to Jesus. 
 

So when they went to our Lord with their question, what did Jesus tell them? He directed to 
what Jesus Himself had done.  Because the Gospel is about what Jesus does: He gives the blind their 
sight, He makes the lame to walk, He cleanses lepers, He gives the deaf the ability to hear, and He 
raises the dead.  The Gospel is all about what Jesus does.  And what Jesus does is always an attack 
on sin. 
 

Why can’t the eyes see? Why can’t the legs walk? Why can’t the deaf hear? Why disease? 
Why death? 

  
Sin is why! 

 
To be sure, it’s not as if this particular sin results in that particular physical malady, but since 

the fall into sin the entire human race has been bound in the chains of sickness and death.  When 
Christ demonstrated His power over disease, physical disabilities, and even death itself, He 
demonstrated His power over sin.  So when He preached the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins to 
poor sinners, His word did what it said. 



The Gospel is words.  But it’s never just words.  It sets us free.  It heals.  It gives life.  It opens 
heaven.  It binds Satan.  The Gospel proclaims the works of Jesus.  Everything Christ ever did was 
for the benefit of sinners who need, above all else, forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. 
 

Go tell that to John! Tell him that his preaching was not in vain.  Tell him that he can remain 
in that dark prison alone and waiting … not for fresh air and earthly freedom, but for a corrupt king 
who put him there to kill him.  And tell him that in the face of death, he has eternal life. 
 

John was murdered for preaching the truth, but his preaching stands.  It’s the eternal Word 
of God.  Long after the world had forgotten about King Herod and his disgusting life, they still hear 
the Gospel that John preached.   
 

There’s a reason why Christ added the words, “And blessed is the one who is not offended 
by Me.”  There’s so much about Christ that offends our human reason and our sinful flesh: Can the 
Man who hangs in torment and shame on the cross really be the Son of God with almighty power 
to give us everlasting life? Can such a wretched and despised Man actually be ruling over a 
kingdom that will endure forever, long after all glory of this world had been forgotten? Can it be 
true that every good deed of every good person who has ever lived really amounts to nothing when 
compared with the righteousness of Jesus? Can it be true that His holy obedience and innocent 
suffering and death are our only righteousness before God’s judgement seat? Who believes this? 
Who confesses this? Our Lord promises, “Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” 
 

St. John the Baptist stands as an example of Christian faithfulness for us.  He knew that God’s 
Word doesn’t change, even though the thinking of this world does.  Many follow the philosophies 
of our day like a stray cat follows strangers, wanting to belong.  Perhaps sometimes we may feel 
sorry for ourselves if we have to pay just a little bit of a price for taking a stand on God’s Word.  We 
want people to like us.  There are times we may be frightened of saying what needs to be said if we 
think it won’t go well.  John didn’t worry about that.  He knew that God’s Word was far too 
important to be compromised.  And this man—John the Baptist—received from Christ the highest 
compliment: that he was the greatest man born of a woman.  Jesus’ approval matters more than 
anyone else’s. 
 

Do we stand up for God’s Word when it’s under attack? Do we stand and confess God’s 
Word to be true even in the face of criticism? John the Baptist did not compromise.  Neither do we.  
Why? Because Christ did not compromise: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.”  Look at Him! He came for you! He died for you! He bore your sins! He took your sins 
away! Don’t run away from God, but run to Christ and find in Him your only help, your true Savior. 
 

As long as this earth exists, God will call His Church together to eat and to drink the body 
and blood of His dear Son, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins.  As we come, 
we will sing, “O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on us, 
grant us peace.”  So go and tell what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up because the Lamb of God takes 
away your sin. Amen.             
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


