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 I’ve come up with a name for our current condition and the condition of the world we live in. We 

are in a “state of flux.” Okay, that’s not really an original name for our condition in 2020, but it does 

aptly describe it. We’ve always been in it to some degree, but now more than ever. We are in this really 

weird place of not really knowing what’s next. At the beginning of all this “stuff” the “state of flux” we 

found ourselves in reached out a week, or even a month or two. We were unsure mostly about our 

immediate plans. 

 Today, as COVID lingers and even gets worse in some cases, more and more “plans” get 

postponed or cancelled.  And these plans are really far out. For example, I spoke with our District 

President, Rev. Lee Hagan, earlier this week. Plans are “in the works” around the Synod for possibly 

moving the District Conventions in the 2021 to the year 2022.  And that means that the Synod’s 

convention would need to move to 2023 instead of 2022. Our Synod’s constitution and bylaws allow for 

the move… but require that we keep the same cycle… District convention and the Synod’s convention.  

It’s a mess. Everything is a mess. We have to alter both our immediate and our long-term plans. It’s a 

mess.  And the worst part, we really don’t know when it will end. Sure, there is hope… a vaccine, but 

we are still in this “state of flux” and that’s really hard. Not knowing just tears us up, makes us anxious, 

spins us out of control. 

 That’s just it, when we don’t know, we feel so much less in control. And when we are not in 

control, frustration builds and questions arise without answers. And we are a people who need answers… 

especially to life’s big questions. 

 Not unlike John the Baptizer. He needed the answer to the world’s greatest question. He needed 

to know so we can know. He needed to know and so does every person on God’s green earth. He needed 

to know the answer from the mouth of Jesus Himself, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look 

for another?” It’s a simple question but it has vital implications. It’s a simple question but the answer 

matters for the sake of all mankind. John, sitting in prison, in a “state of flux” if you will, asking about 

Jesus. We need to know. Everyone needs to know. The gospel for the sake of the church hangs in the 

balance. The church needs the honest answer from the mouth of the Lord. “Are you the one, Jesus? Tell 

us. Tell us that it is you!” 

 We don’t know for sure “for whom” exactly John asked the question calling on Jesus to give an 

“honest” and forthright answer. Was John simply asking to reassure his followers that Jesus is the Christ? 

This could be. He knew his time was short. He wouldn’t last much longer in prison. Was prison becoming 

too much for John? Was he starting to crack? This is possible. Being a prisoner and harsh treatment 

could lead anyone to need reassurance. Perhaps John was frustrated over the whole situation and lashed 

out at Jesus just a bit through his own disciples. Something like, “Hey, would you just say it already. 

Tell us who you are so everyone can hear it.” Perhaps John was puzzled over all of this. Where was 

judgment day? Where was our Lord’s great coming in all the splendor and glory one could imagine? In 

any event, John, or his disciples, or any of us, are perhaps in a state of flux. 

 Right now, the world is watching England to see how this whole vaccine stuff works out. I saw 

on the news how some are having adverse reactions to the COVID vaccine. They said, no alarm though, 

these are people who are normally allergic to vaccines who are having these adverse effects. The truth 

of the matter is, we don’t know what the long term effects will be. This vaccine is new and only time 

will tell. Yet another thing we just can’t be certain about. Just one more thing that is a “wait and see.” 

And I don’t know about you but I’m sick of it. I hate not knowing what to expect. 



 But beloved in the Lord, we have encountered this in our lives before. No, not with a pandemic, 

but rather within life’s circumstances in general. We don’t know and we can’t know what kind of health 

issues we or our loved ones will encounter in the future. Our young people can’t know how preparation 

for vocation will shape up and work out… or how their family will look when they begin their own. We 

don’t know and we can’t know for sure about employment, about war and peace, about disasters, or 

about joy and happiness, or sorrow and despair. We don’t know and can’t know what our future holds. 

 So each day, we live today… in the present. We live with God first. We live in daily repentance 

and contrition of our sins. Because, there is one thing we do know for sure about us. We are sinners. We 

worry needlessly, we play God when we are absolutely certain God is not doing the job right, we seek 

earthly pleasure and gain at the expense of our loved ones and ourselves. We like to make what really 

doesn’t matter, matter the most – pushing God aside for other more important things. We take what is 

not sure about life and dwell on it, blame God and hold it against Him. We quickly forget the promises 

God makes to us… and not just His promises… we forget about God altogether. 

 That’s what we know about ourselves. And, thankfully, there is something much better that we 

know for sure – because the Bible tells us. It’s what Jesus says. And what Jesus says, we can take it to 

the bank.  Jesus says, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see.”  What are the things we see 

and hear?  “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”  Jesus says, let what has happened speak 

to you about who I am and the promises that are for sure for all time. Only God can do these things. Only 

God can make something like this happen and make it a “for sure” thing. Only God can look into the 

eyes of John’s disciples and give an honest answer. Jesus is saying, “Yes.”  I am the one you are looking 

for.  I am the one for whom you said “make straight paths.”  I am the one that you were talking about – 

put before man by God – when you said, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 John the Baptizer was a preacher of preparation. Preparations for what we know for sure. Today 

the King who promises to come again still has preachers of preparation that speak the God’s honest truth 

about what God’s people can count on. There are a lot of “unsure” things about this world. And more 

and more these days, especially in light of the uncertainty of a pandemic, we aren’t sure of much of 

anything. Let’s be honest, all that is around us is imperfect – even the church is made up of sinners who 

serve as pastors and people. All that is around is tainted in some way by the devil, the world, and sin.  

But beloved in the Lord, allow me to prepare you for one thing… 

 The Word of the Lord holds true in these unsure times.  The Word is what we can count on. 

God’s promises are what we can trust. Even in the midst of turmoil and struggles, a world and our lives 

that are in “a state of flux” – a cycle we can’t seem to break – the Lord never wavers. We are in the 

opposite of a state of flux when we hold to Jesus’ word that says, “I am with you always to the very end 

of the age.” We are in the opposite of a state of flux when hear His truth, “I am the way the truth and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except by me.” There is no state of flux between you and God’s love 

when we hear, “Greater love has no one that this, that He lay down His life for His friends. You are my 

friends.” 

 In such uncertain times… that seem to never come to an end… John the Baptizer helps us to 

understand what we can absolutely be certain of. Jesus comes. Jesus is who He says He is. No, we don’t 

know when He will come again, but we do know He is coming. And this is good news. Within the 

changes and chances of this world, it’s good to know we have our Lord who reminds us of this… “Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Thanks be to God. Amen. 

  

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 


