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 Our primary objective while reading the Word of God is to keep our eye on Jesus. But 

sometimes, with our attention so attuned to the “main character” of our Divine story, we miss the 

secondary characters. In fact, we can see what Jesus is doing better when we are given new eyes to 

watch Him through – when we consider what Jesus is doing through those we don’t think too much 

about in the Bible.  Today’s text is a case in point. 

 Put yourself in the deaf man’s shoes. We know very little about him. We suspect he was a 

Gentile since his lived in the Decapolis which was inhabited by mostly Romans and Greeks. We know 

he had a speech impediment, which means he might have been able to hear at one point in his life… 

since it seems as though he could talk a little. We can probably deduce that he was a man who had no 

idea what or who a “Messiah” was… especially if he was unable to hear about what was happening 

in the world. Bottom line, he was probably in the dark about this Jesus, not sure what was happening 

as he is being pushed and pulled towards him. One can almost imagine this man thinking to himself… 

perhaps even trying to speak to those around him, “What is happening to me? Why are they shuffling 

me off to this Hebrew?” 

 And then there is Jesus, trying to restore some sort of semblance of calm in the crowd and in 

the heart of the deaf man with a speech impediment. Notice that Jesus takes him away from the crowd 

and speaks the best He can to the man, perhaps with some sort of sign language. Jesus put His finger 

in his ear and on his tongue to indicate that He knows exactly where there is a problem. One gets the 

sense of the man calming down as his eyes are lighting up with an awareness that somebody knows 

how deeply this trouble afflicts him, how badly this has cut him off from society. 

 Jesus, then, looks to the heavens and shows this man that God is the only one who can help 

him. Jesus prays a word, Ephphatha, which means, “be opened.” For the first time in years or perhaps 

his whole life the silence was broken and sound came into his being. The man must have almost leapt 

out of his skin. And then another miracle… he was able to speak clearly. He was able to hear the 

Word of God and speak it along with everything else speech hearing gives a person.  Can you imagine 

how the man must have felt? 

 It’s a whole new world for this man who could not hear and could not speak. He is returned, 

reunited to human society. No longer is he an outcast, unable to communicate, unable to work. The 

isolation is broken with this gift. It’s a new life! 

 In the Old Testament text from Isaiah 29 we hear where the coming of the kingdom is 

announced at a time when the people of God are blind so they do not see.  And, the people are deaf 

so they do not hear. They need their eyes opened and ears unstopped.  They need a Messiah to break 

into their midst and show them the way of salvation. They need a Savior to talk to them in sign-

language... or in some sort of way they could understand. Their ears were not hearing the truth of the 

prophets.  They were not seeing what God was doing for them – how He was providing for them. Life 

all around them was scary, distracting, and complex.  And that sounds familiar for our day and age as 

well. 

 Not much has changed. Do you not feel the pressures and uncertainties and fears of life? It is 

almost frightening to realize that none of us are more than a breath away from death or a paycheck 

away from poverty. And, perhaps, a little more fear strikes the heart of us today… amid a pandemic.  



The uncertainties are exacerbated as something new begins or another change happens.  We don’t 

have any idea what’s going to happen and so today, more than ever, our hearts yearn for Jesus to take 

us aside, indicate in some way that everything is going to be okay. 

 Let’s not forget that Isaiah felt unstrung when he envisioned himself standing before the Lord. 

“Woe is me, for I am undone,” is his response. Until God puts the pieces back together the prophet 

remained unglued. And if Old Testament prophets… those who trusted in God most… the most holy 

men, we think… become unglued in God’s presence, what does that say about us? What does that say 

when we are faced with struggles and uncertainties?  How are we to handle such things? 

 Be patient, beloved in the Lord. Whatever your affliction, be patient. Yes, I know, probably 

not one of your best qualities. That’s probably the reason why they say patience is a virtue – because 

no one seems to possess it. Or, at least, possess it enough. Be patient as God promises to see us 

through – in one way or the other. Take it one day at a time and don’t play God. Let God be God and 

wait on the Lord. 

 Lack of patience prompts us to take matters into our own hands and usually leads us down 

paths that we regret. Impatience is understandable to the sinner, and we are all sinners, but God tells 

us to wait patiently for Him.  And that is hard. Especially when we can’t take it anymore. Especially 

since we know better than God, or think He is ignoring our cries for mercy and we have to take matters 

into our own hands.   

 Yes, we are called to be active in this world. But sometimes sufferings we experience boil 

over into anger at others. We say things we shouldn’t say and do things we shouldn’t do. We end up 

hurting our neighbor or making the situation worse by a growing impatience we experience.  It’s so 

hard, but wait for the Lord. Like we hear in Psalm 27, “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your 

heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” 

 Take courage in the Lord. Take courage – during days of fear and uncertainty.  Take courage 

as we pray for those who have been effected by terrible storms or remain in their path. Take courage 

during these more than fear-laden times. 

 Take courage, because you are the deaf and mute man who our Savior comes to unstop ears 

and loosen tongues. God is the primary character of this story but you are not the secondary character. 

God comes to you in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This story is your story – its Jesus with 

you… healing you… giving you words… giving you life. 

 Like the deaf and mute man, we may be shuffled off by God to one place or the next without 

realizing what God is doing to us. The whole time God is in charge, never letting you get out of His 

sight. He comes and opens your ears to the truth of the Gospel and give you His Word to speak. Like 

the man in the text, we may not always know what Jesus is doing with us, but He is at work for us 

and through us. There is no place better for us to see this, know this, and to understand this than in 

the Word of God itself.  Think of God’s Word as being that which comes to you, opens your ears, 

works to loosen your tongue, and… even opens your eyes to what God has done and what He is doing.  

 No, you aren’t given all the answers for the way the world is now, but God’s Word, His holy 

revelation to you, does show you His promises.  God promises to bless you and keep you.  He 

promises to turn toward you… never to forsake you. It’s hard to have patience – especially when you 

are faced with a world that has so many questions and not enough answers. But God is with you. He 

takes you aside and shows you what He has done for you. Thank God.  Amen. 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


