
Sermon for Sexagesima Sunday – Luke 8:4-15 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     

In the little suburban parish where grew up, about 25 years ago, there were four 
of us that were confirmed that year.  We were all boys.  I still remember those guys who 
were confirmed with me and the years we spent together.  There was this kid Tony who 
didn’t really care to do the class work and begrudged our memory work.  There was 
Scott, he was a good student, but his parents got divorced when we were in high school 
and unfortunately we didn’t see them in church much after that.  And there was Richard, 
whose family was active in the church, and we attended most all of the youth events 
together.  He went on to enlist in the navy after school. 

 
Over the years, I’ve lost track of them all.  I pray, though, that the seed of God’s 

Word continues to be planted and grow in their lives.  You might be able to remember 
those who were confirmed with you in the church as well.  For some of us, it’s just a walk 
down the hall to see the picture of your confirmation class. 
 

Today’s Gospel is the parable of the Sower and the Seed, and Christ speaks about 
the people and the works which the Word of God does in them.  He tells of four groups 
of people and the Word of God. 
 

The first group is those who hear God’s Word, but don’t understand or pay 
attention to it.  They don’t hate it, but it’s like it goes in one ear and out the other.  But 
where God’s Word doesn’t remain, there is no life.  Good deeds and holy living are no 
help when “the devil comes and takes away the word from their [already hardened] 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.” 
 

The second group is those who receive God’s Word with joy, but they don’t stick 
with it.  They understand the Word, but when it comes to the point of being embarrassed, 
being insulted, or losing earthly things, they fall away and deny the Word, for they don’t 
have deep roots and aren’t planted in it.  They are like the seed on the rock, which shoots 
up quickly and sprouts and seems to grow well.  But when the sun shines hot, it withers 
for lack of soil and moisture and has only rock.  They do the same.  When it’s popular to 
be a Christian, they’re all in.  But in times when it’s unpopular to be a Christian, they 
keep quiet about God’s Word and thereby deny it.  They allow the powerful and 
influential people of their lives to do what they want. 
 

The third group hears and understands the Word of God, but they fall off on the 
other side, that is, into their own desires and laziness, so that though they hear the Word, 
“as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life.”  
They aren’t so much under peer pressure or in distress like the second group.  Their ruin 
lies in this: they have peace, good days, and everything they need.  So they don’t take 
God’s Word seriously, but become absorbed in the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life.  



The thorns will not let them grow; their cares choke them out.  They have everything 
necessary for salvation in the Word, but without using it.  So they rot in the cares of this 
life. 
 

The fourth group are those who hold to God’s Word and retain it “in an honest 
and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.”  They risk everything, they leave 
everything for it.  The devil can’t take it away from them or mislead them; the heat of 
persecution doesn’t wither them away; the thorns of pleasure and greed do not choke 
them out.  Rather, they grow in Christ and teach others as they have it, increasing God’s 
Kingdom and serving their neighbor in love. 
 

This work is born in patience.  And it’s not so much the doing, but about the 
suffering we will have on account of the Word: insults, hatred, jealousy, harm to 
ourselves and our property, not to mention the thorns and temptations of our own flesh.  
It’s a Word of the Cross for us who cling to it with patience.  From it comes hard times, 
but triumph in the life to come. 
 

For the sake of the good ground that produces works with patience, the seed must 
also fall in vain on the path, on the rock, and among the thorns.  But God’s Word is never 
sown for no reason.  It’s an invitation to salvation for ALL people.  It always finds its way 
into the good field, though thorns and stones are along the way.  Wherever God’s Word 
goes, it will be an indictment against those who reject it, yet also much comfort, grace, 
and justification for all who will receive it.  It will not return empty. 
 

“’To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God.’”  What is 
the secret? What is the mystery? A mystery is a hidden and concealed thing, which we 
don’t know.  The mystery of the kingdom of God is hidden.  Yet the mystery is Christ 
and His grace which He gives us.  Christ saves us by His atoning death that comes to us 
by the Seed of His Holy Word.  This is the power of God’s salvation for us.  Whoever has 
Christ has God’s kingdom and all that’s in it.  The Holy Spirit enlightens us to know Him 
so that it is no longer a mystery. 
 

So share the secret.  Tell the mystery.  Christ has atoned for your sins and the sins 
of the whole world.  He came to His own, but His own did not receive Him.  He was as 
trampled underfoot.  He withered away with no moisture on the rock called Golgotha as 
He expired on the cross, for He said, “I thirst.”  There the thorns of His crown cut deep 
into His sacred head.  But even as His Holy Body was planted in the tomb, He rose again, 
He grew and yielded one hundredfold.  Hold fast to His promise of resurrection for you. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


