
Sermon for Trinity 4 – Luke 6:36-42 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

I know we’re not supposed to.  I know it’s still looked down upon during this COVID pandemic.  
But we need a break.  It’s a holiday weekend after all.  So we’re going to do it.  We’re going to travel 
internationally.  To Europe, actually.  To Italy to be precise.  It will only be for ten or fifteen minutes, 
and you won’t even have to leave your seat.  Florence, Italy is home to the Galleria dell’Accademia, 
one of the most well-known art museums in the world.  There in Florence are housed some of the 
world’s most famous sculptures and other works of art.  In one particular open hallway in the Galleria, 
voices are hushed and sounds are silenced. There is little to hear in this place.  But there is much to see.  
For in this hallway, as you stand there, you are surrounded by four unfinished pieces of stone. It’s as 
if time itself has been frozen. Centuries ago, the famous artist Michelangelo was chiseling and carving 
but stopped in the middle of his work, leaving four pieces of marble. The edges are rough. The stone 
is misshapen. These rocks look like they have been cut from the quarry and dragged into the museum.  
And yet, emerging from these blocks of stone are the beginnings of figures.  Some have no faces.  Others 
are missing arms, hands, and feet. Yet you can clearly see the beginning of four characters.  One is 
young. Another is older and bearded.  One is slowly waking up, and another is busy working, bearing 
his burden in the heat of the day.  While each of them is different, one thing remains the same.  All of 
them are slaves. Young or old, working or sleeping, all are slaves.  Prisoners.  Begun by Michelangelo 
but never finished. Incomplete.  What they once were, rough blocks of marble, is gone. What they will 
be, beautiful sculptures, is not yet here. Instead, they stand in the open hallway in the midst of a 
moment frozen in time. The past is gone and yet they are here. The future is here and they are not yet 
complete. We can see the future, slowly taking shape, and yet the past is painfully with them, as 
unfinished statues locked in stone.   

 

We’re like this.  We’re caught right now in the middle of God’s greater vision and work.  St. 
Luke tells us, “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his 
teacher.”  St. Paul tells us, “The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18). Suffering and glory are held together in us.  Like rough hewn 
stone, our present world is filled with suffering. God had originally formed a beautiful creation and 
we were part of it.  Wherever you looked, you could see God’s fingerprints and it was beautiful and it 
was good. Adam and Eve, however, brought suffering into God’s creation. They disobeyed God and 
brought God’s curse into the world. “The day you eat of it, you shall die,” God said and now the beauty 
of creation is subjected to the bondage of decay.  And we too are bound under the curse for we have 
taken our part in the sin of our first parents.  How so? St. Luke tells us in today’s Gospel: “A disciple is 
not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher.”  What does it 
mean to be like our Teacher? “Be merciful as your Father is merciful.  Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it 
will be given to you.”  So how do we measure up? We have shown no mercy when mercy was shown 
to us.  We have judged by a standard that we ourselves can’t live up to and expected not to be judged.  
We have condemned others and expected not to be condemned.  Even though we are forgiven, we 
have not forgiven others.  We have been given much, but we have given little in return.  We are blind 
men leading ourselves into a pit.  With log-jammed eyes, we hypocritically search for specks in our 
brother’s eye.  Sin is bondage and we are locked in place like unfinished statues.  We live out our own 
sufferings in this present age.   

 

Such punishment was set in stone and only God could free us, His creatures.  This is the glory 
that can be seen in Jesus Christ.  The beginning of a new creation. The beginning, just the beginning of 



eternal life. Like first fruit foretelling a future harvest, Jesus Christ is the promise of a new and never-
ending life. God has begun His work, and like the figures in stone, it’s only a matter of time before the 
full glory of God is revealed. In Christ, we’ve been made the children of God. This is sure. This is 
certain. His death has destroyed the power of sin in you and His resurrection has brought you the 
promise of a new creation. Yet what we are is not fully seen and experienced now. Take a close look at 
God’s people; take an honest look at yourself, and you will see someone, imprisoned and suffering, 
groaning because you desire to be free.  So we stand, awkwardly positioned between the rough 
unfinished stone of our Old Adam and the glory of the finished sculpture of our New Man yet to be 
revealed. The world too is groaning as it awaits the revelation of the sons of God and the new creation. 
We are groaning, locked into the slavery of sin.  But there is another groan as well. The groaning of the 
Spirit, who is interceding for us.  

 

We have trouble speaking to one another, and even more trouble speaking to God.  At moments 
like this, God asks us to listen.  To hear the groaning.  The Holy Spirit takes our suffering and puts it 
into prayer.  The groans of the Spirit, however, are joined to glory.  This is the glorious desire of God 
for us, His people and for all creation.  

 

One of the interesting things about Michelangelo’s unfinished sculptures is how he approached 
carving figures in stone.  Michelangelo believed that his work as an artist was to liberate the characters 
he created.  Rather than carving figures into stone, he saw himself as freeing these figures from the 
marble.  Though his work is unfinished, we can catch glimpses of his larger vision, his master plan. 
The larger glorious vision of these figures was there in the mind of the artist and, only through time 
and effort and the removal of stone, piece by piece, did that vision slowly come into being. God’s vision 
of a new creation. You have been joined by baptism to God’s new creation in Christ. God is at work in 
us. He is shaping our lives, forming our faith, working in small and sometimes painful ways as He 
continues His promise to bring about the kingdom. We can’t see God’s plan.  We can’t see His overall 
design.  Sometimes, we can’t even see the smallest carvings He does as He leads us to that day of eternal 
life.  We stand before God, frozen in time, living in this world and yet certain of another.  We trust His 
work because of God’s love made sure for us in the death and resurrection of His Son.  

 

In a hallway of the Galleria dell’Accademia there still stands the four unfinished sculptures.  
They are not in a closed room, mind you, but in an open hallway.  In this space, where visitors pass 
from one place to another we come to where this corridor leads.  At the end of this hall, there stands 
the work of remarkable beauty, Michelangelo’s David. No longer is this figure a slave encased in stone, 
but now he stands, in glorious freedom, the freedom of a man of God.  Yet, how much greater is that 
glory of David’s son and David’s Lord! Our Lord, Jesus Christ, is the Ruler of His New Creation. In 
Him, God the Father will bring all things to completion. He is the One who stands there at the end of 
our hallway, ruling over all at the end of this world and the beginning of our completion.  We can 
barely see this, but what we do see offers us hope.  We can see clearly as every speck and log from our 
eyes He has taken upon Christ in the wood of His cross.  Good measure overflows into our laps.  And 
although we suffer in this world, we are heirs of the next. For Christ Jesus lives. He rules over all 
creation. He sees your life; He knows your suffering, and He has sent His Spirit to be here for you.  He 
listens to your groans; He shows you God’s greater vision.  By breaking through the stony sins that 
bind us, He gives us new life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen.  BJF 


